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THIS |5 A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND I5 NOT A PROSPECTUS ANNOUNCEMENT AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN INVITATION OR OFFER TO ACQUIRE, PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIBE TO SECLRITIES.
NOT FOR RELEASE, PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY OUTSIDE INDIA.
INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING OF EQUITY SHARES ON THE MAIN BOARD OF BSE LIMITED ("BSE™) AND NATIONAL STOCK EXCHANGE OF INDIA LIMITED (“NSE™ AND TOGETHER WITH BSE, THE "STOCK EXCHANGES™) IN COMPLIANCE WITH
CHAPTER Il OF THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (ISSUE OF CAPITAL AND DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS) REGULATIONS, 2018, AS AMENDED ("SEBI ICDR REGULATIONS"].

«%» SBI FUNDS

MANAGEMENT LIMITED

SBI FUNDS MANAGEMENT LIMITED
(To be listed on the main board of BSE and NSE)

Qur Company was onginglly incorporated as “SB1 Funds Management Private Limsted” as a prvate limited company under the Companses Act, 1956, at Mumba:, Maharashtra, pursuant 1o a cerfificate of incorporation dated February 7, 19582 {"Original COI™) issusd by the Registrar of Compansss, Maharashtra, Pursuant fo-an infimabon made by our Company under
Saction 434(2) of the Companias Acl, 1956, our Cormpany was convarted o a public limiled company and the name of our Company changed 1o 'SBI Furds Management Limited', Consaquently, the Original COl was amanded by the Redgistrar of Companies, Maharashira 1o reflact such change in our name wea | June 30, 1992, Following the subsequent deletion of
Saction 4342} of the Companias Act, 1956, our Company was converted to a privata Bmited company pursuant to the resolutions of our Board and our Shareholders each dated May 16, 2001, and the name of our Comparny was changad to "38| Funds Management Privata Limited”. Consequently, the Onginal COH was amendad by the Registrar of Companias,
Maharashira toreflect such change in our name w.e.f, Augusi 24, 2001, Subsequently. our Company was converted to a public imited company and the name of our Company changed to "581 Funds Managemeni Limited' pursuant to a resolution of our Board dated October 22, 2021 and our Shareholders dated November 23, 2021, and & fresh cerfificate of incorporation
dated December 16, 2021 was issued by the Registrar of Companies, Maharashira at Mumbai, For further detadis, see “History and Cerfain Corporafe Matters™ beginning on page 275 of the Red Herring Prospectus dated July B, 2026 (the “Red Herring Prospectus” or “RHP") filed with the Registrar of Companses, Mumbai-lat Mumbai (*RoC”)
Registered Office: 9th Ficor, Crescenzo, C - 38 & 39, G Block, Bandra Kuria Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051, Maharashtra, India; Corporate Office: 9th Floor and Unit No, 1002, 1003 and 1004 of 10th Floor, Crescenzo, C - 38 & 39, G Block, Bandra Kurla Compéex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051, Maharashira, India;
Tel: +971 22 6179 3000; Website: htips:/isbifunds cominvestor-relations; Contact person: Vinaya Datar (Chief Comphance Officer, Company Secretary and Head Legal); E-mail; companysecretary@sbimf com: Corporate Identification Number: UB53%0MH1992PLCIE528Y

THE PROMOTERS OF OUR COMPANY ARE STATE BANK OF INDIA, AMUNDI INDIA HOLDING AND AMUNDI ASSET MANAGEMENT

INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING OF UPTO 170,956,631 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF T 1 EACH (“EQUITY SHARES") OF SBI FUNDS MANAGEMENT LIMITED { “THE COMPANY"') FOR CASHAT APRICE OF T [«] PER EQUITY SHARE {INCLUDING A SHARE PREMIUM OF ¥ [«] PER EQUITY SHARE) (*OFFER PRICE") AGGREGATING
UPTO? [#] MILLION (THE "OFFER") THROUGH AN OFFER FOR SALE OF UP TO 99,501,649 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF 1 EACHAGGREGATING UP TO % [«] MILLION BY STATE BANK OF INDLA AND UP TO 71,454 982 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF ¥1 EACH AGGREGATING UPTO ¥ [«] MILLION BY AMUNDI INDIA
HOLDING ([COLLECTIVELY REFERRED TO AS “PROMOTER SELLING SHAREHOLDERS", AND SUCH OFFER, THE "OFFER FOR SALE™). THE OFFER INCLUDES ARESERVATION OF UP TO 270,271 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF T 1 EACH, AGGREGATING UPTO ¥ [«] MILLION ([CONSTITUTING UP TO 0.01% OF THE POST
OFFER PAID-UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL OF THE COMPANY, FOR SUBSCRIPTION BY ELIGIBLE SBIFM EMPLOYEES (THE “SBIFM EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION"), A RESERVATION OF UP TO 2,987,076 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF % 1 EACH, AGGREGATING UP TO  [=] MILLION (CONSTITUTING UP TO 0.15% OF
THE POST OFFER PAID-UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL OF THE COMPANY, FOR SUBSCRIPTION BY ELIGIBLE SBI EMPLOYEES (THE "SBI EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION" AND COLLECTIVELY WITH SBIFM EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION, THE "EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION") AND A RESERVATION OF UP TO
13,055,629 EQUITY SHARES AGGREGATING UP TO ¥[=] MILLION (CONSTITUTING UP TO 7.64% OF THE OFFER SIZE), FOR SUBSCRIPTION BY ELIGIBLE 5Bl SHAREHOLDERS (AS DEFINED HEREINAFTER} ("SB! SHAREHOLDER RESERVATION PORTION"), THE OFFER LESS THE SBIFM EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION, 5B
EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION AND SBI SHAREHOLDER RESERVATION PORTION IS HEREINAFTER REFERRED TOAS THE "NET OFFER". THE OFFER AND THE NET OFFER SHALL CONSTITUTE 8.39% AND 7.53%, RESPECTIVELY, OF THE POST-OFFER PAID-UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL OF THE COMPANY.

DETAILS OF THE OFFER FOR SALE
NUMBER OF EQUITY SHARES OFFERED/ AMOUNT {IN ¥ MILLION)
State Bank of India Promoter Selling Shareholder Up to 99,501,649 Equity Shares of face value of ¥1 each aggregating to ¥ [«] million
Amundi India Holding  Promoter Selling Shareholder Up to 71,454,982 Equity Shares of face value of $1 each aggregating to T [«] million
"As cerified by Kintane & Pandif LLP Charlered Accounfants (FRN: 105215WAW-100057), by way of thelr cerificate dated July 10, 2028,
Faor further details, see “The Offer” beginning on page 72 of the RHP read with the addendum to the RHP and the abndged prospectus dated July 10, 2026.

PRICE BAND: ¥545 TO ¥574 PER EQUITY SHARE OF FACE VALUE OF ¥1 EACH.
THE FLOOR PRICE IS 545 TIMES THE FACE VALUE OF THE EQUITY SHARES AND THE CAP PRICE IS 574 TIMES THE FACE VALUE OF THE EQUITY SHARES.
BIDS CAN BE MADE FOR A MINIMUM OF 26 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF ¥1 EACH AND IN MULTIPLES OF 26 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF ¥1 EACH THEREAFTER.
THE PRICE TO EARNINGS RATIO (“P/E”) BASED ON DILUTED EPS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 2026 FOR THE COMPANY
AT THE UPPER END OF THE PRICE BAND IS 38.16 TIMES AND AT THE LOWER END OF THE PRICE BAND IS 36.24 TIMES.
A DISCOUNT OF %54 PER EQUITY SHARE IS BEING OFFERED TO ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES BIDDING IN THE EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION.
WEIGHTED AVERAGE RETURN ON NETWORTH FOR LAST THREE FISCAL YEARS 15 38.77%.

The details of the Offer for Sale and the post Offer market capitalization of the Company, each at the Floor Price and the Cap Price, are given below:
OFFER SIZE AND MARKET CAPITALIZATION

[Please scan the OR code to
v the Red Heming Prospecius,
the Abridged Prospechss and
addendum to the RHP and

lhe abridged prospectus, )

NAMES OF THE PROMOTER SELLING SHAREHOLDERS TIrE WEIGHTED AVERAGE COST OF ACQUISITION PER EQUITY SHARE (IN %)
0.15

4.35

Particulars At Floor Price of ¥545 per equity share At Cap Price of ¥574 per equity share
Up to No. of Equity Shares Up to Amount Up to No. of Equity Shares Up to Amount
of face value of ¥1 each (% in million) of face value of ¥1 each (¥ in million)
Offer For Sale 170,956,631 92,995.47° 170,956,631 97,953.21"
Post Offer Market Capitalisation 2,036,827 612 1,110,071.05 2,036,827 612 1,169,139.05

*Offer size has been calculated considering the discount of T54 fo eligible employees at floor price and cap prics.

BID/OFFER OPENS TODAY

BID/OFFER CLOSES ON THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026*

BID/OFFER
PROGRAMME

"The UPT mandate end time snd dele shall beal 5.00 pm. on the Bid'ORer Closing Dale,

Our Company functions as the investment manager to SBI Mutual Fund and its core businesses include managing mutual funds (including Specialised Investment Funds),
providing Portfolio Management Services, managing Alternative Investment Funds, and providing advisory services to offshore clients.

THE OFFER IS BEING MADE THROUGH THE BOOK BUILDING PROCESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH REGULATION 6(1) OF THE SEBI ICDR REGULATIONS.
THE EQUITY SHARES OF THE COMPANY WILL GET LISTED ON THE MAIN BOARDS OF BSE LIMITED AND NATIONAL STOCK EXCHANGE OF INDIA LIMITED.
NATIONAL STOCK EXCHANGE OF INDIA LIMITED SHALL BE THE DESIGNATED STOCK EXCHANGE.
QIB PORTION: NOT MORE THAN 50% OF THE NET OFFER « NON-INSTITUTIONAL PORTION: NOT LESS THAN 15% OF THE NET OFFER * RETAIL PORTION: NOT LESS THAN 35% OF THE NET OFFER
SBIFM EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION: UP TO 270,271 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF 71 EACH, AGGREGATING UP TO ¥[*] MILLION
SBI EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION: UP TO 2,987,076 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF ¥1 EACH, AGGREGATING UP TO ¥[+] MILLION
SBI SHAREHOLDER RESERVATION PORTION: UP TO 13,055,629 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF ¥1 EACH AGGREGATING UP TO %[+] MILLION

IN MAKING AN INVESTMENT DECISION, POTENTIAL INVESTORS MUST RELY ONLY ON THE INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THE RHP READ WITH THE ABRIDGED PROSPECTUS DATED JULY 10, 2026, AND THE ADDENDUM TO THE RED
HERRING PROSPECTUS AND THE ABRIDGED PROSPECTUS, EACH DATED JULY 8, 2026 (“ADDENDUM") AND THE TERMS OF THE OFFER, INCLUDING THE RISKS INVOLVED AND NOT RELY ON ANY OTHER EXTERNAL SOURCES OF
INFORMATION ABOUT THE OFFER AVAILABLE IN ANY MANNER. IN RELATION TO PRICE BAND, POTENTIAL INVESTORS SHOULD ONLY REFER TO THE PRICE BAND ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE OFFER AND SHOULD NOT RELY ON
ANY MEDIA ARTICLES/ REPORTS IN RELATION TO THE VALUATION OF THE COMPANY AS THESE ARE NOT ENDORSED, PUBLISHED OR CONFIRMED EITHER BY THE COMPANY OR THE BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS TO THE
OFFER ("BRLMS").

In accordance with the recommendation of a committee of Independent Directors of our Company, pursuant to their resolution dated July 8, 2026, the above provided price band is justified based on quantitative factors/ key performance
indicators ("KPIs") disclosed in the “Basis for Offer Price” section on page 121 of the RHP vis-a-vis the weighted average cost of acquisition (“"WACA") of primary and secondary fransaction(s), as applicable, as disclosed in the “Basis
for Offer Price” section beginning on the page 121 of the RHP and provided below in this advertisement.

Risk to Investors
For details, refer to section titled “Risk Factors" on page 24 of the RHP.

1. We are subject to extensive and evolving regulatory requirements: The key regulatory requirements and prudential norms applicable to our Company include net worth / capital adequacy, Total Expense Ratio ("TER”") / Base Expense Ratio
("BER”) restrictions, investment, valuation and portfolio norms, governance and trustee oversight, risk management, compliance and SEBI inspections, cybersecurity, data protection and technology resilience, KYC, AML and investor protection.
Introduction of the BER framework and reduction in TER caps under the SEBI (Mutual Funds) Regulations directly reduce our management fee and TER income. Any changes to applicable laws, regulations or guidelines, or any adverse outcome from
regulatory inspections, enquiries or investigations, including penalties, enhanced supervision may lead to suspension or cancellation of our registration, or reputational damage could have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition,
results of operations and cash flows.

2. Scheme Underperformance Risk: Asignificant number of our schemes have underperformed relative to benchmarks and peer schemes in the past three years. Underperformance relative to benchmarks in any given period may be driven by various
factors and may persist across multiple periods. Any sustained underperformance of a significant number or proportion of our schemes, or the persistence of underperformance of existing bottom-quartile schemes, could result in increased investor
redemptions, deterioration in our QAAUM, loss of market share, and reputational damage, each of which could have a material adverse effect on our business, results of operations, financial condition and prospects. The following table sets forth the
number and percentage of our schemes (by category) that were ranked in the bottom quartile of their respective categories based on three-year returns, as at the relevant dates:

Period Total Bottom-Quartile % of Equity / Bottom- % of Debt Bottom-Quartile % of Total AUM of Bottom- % of total
Schemes Equity / Equity- Equity-Oriented Quartile Debt Schemes Schemes (All Schemes Quartile Schemes ranked AUM
Oriented Schemes Schemes Schemes Categories) (¥ billion)
As at March 31, 2026 128 9 33.33% 2 10.53% 1 8.59% 941.09 12.69%
As at March 31, 2025 129 4 15.38% - - 4 3.10% 1,001.88 14.94%
As at March 31, 2024 122 5 21.74% 1 5.56% 7 5.74% 1,861.40 35.50%

3. Revenue and Profitability is directly linked to

UM which could decline due to adverse market movements

redemptions: Any decline in our QAAUM, whether due to market depreciation, investor redemptions, or other faclors,

below sels forth cur mutual fund QAAUM from passive products (i.e., ETFs and index funds) as at March 31, 2026, March
31, 2025, and March 31, 2024:

directly reduces our management fee income. Investor redemptions in response to poor scheme performance, market | | Particulars As at As at As at
volatility, or changes in investor preferences could result in a significant decline in our QAAUM. Large-scale redemptions, March 31, 2026 March 31, 2025 March 31, 2024
particularly by institutional investors or high-net-worth individuals, could create a compounding effect where redemptions | | qaaUM from passive products 4.055.26 3 416.86 1 182.01
force schemes to sell securities at unfavourable prices, resulting in further performance deterioration and additional (ETFs and Index Funds) ( billion) (A)
;idegg:'ﬂgsl' ot y e of ot o f o for Fiscal 2028 Total Mutual Fund QAAUM®  billion) (B) | 12,509.98 10,729.49 9,143.64
he table below sets fo mrur management fees as a percentage of our total revenue from operations for Fisca | (TG AR Teom passiie producs 8 % of 32 42% 31 BV 24 807
Fiscal 2025 and Fiscal 2024:
Particul For Fiscal 2026 ForFlecal 2025, | ForFiscatzuzs | | Sl mutuat kund QAAUIM (CRAIR) A
el - il i i 9. Distribution Channel Dependence Risk: We distribute our mutual fund schemes through multiple channels, including
_Management fees (% million) (A) 42,344.92 34,377.87 26,101.82 SBI's branch network and YONO banking platform, mutual fund distributors including 132,519 institutional and individual
Total revenue from operations (3 million) (B) 43,894.88 39,977.57 26,905.58 MFDs, which includes 122,460 independent financial advisors, 9,964 national distributors, and 95 banks (including SBI)
Management feas as a percentage of total 96.47% 95.55% 97.01% as of March 31, 2026, digital channels and direct channels including our branches, website and InvesTap maobile
revenue from operations (C=A/B)% application. Any disruption in distribution channels or deterioration in relationships with key distributors could adversely

4, Lower fees on Passive Investment Pmduﬁs: We face risks relating to the growth of passive investment pmduats:

which typically have lower fees and could impact our actively managed QAAUM and reduce our profitability. The table

affect our ability to attract and retain investors.
The table below provides a split of our MAAUM generated from direct and third party distribution channels as at the dates
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L.confinued from prawaus . page.
indicated; Name Number of Weighted average WACA of Equity WACA of Equity
Distribution As at As at As at Equity Shares | cost of acquisition | Shares face value Shares face
Channel March 31, 2026 March 31, 2025 March 31, 2024 ﬂf;ﬂ?ﬁf ‘ﬂ':ﬂ é“‘"{ﬁ‘:;;l of of 21 E?ﬂ']SE“ ?] ‘ﬁ;""; of ‘T; each
MAH."M ‘ of Total MA:h!JM % of Total MMUM % of Total t:m a :ﬁfy u?":'ialge vaal[:: p:;qul}::?in I:: gl:larer;.:lrcqﬂ?rletﬂ
R billion) | MAAUM (X billion) MAAUM (R billion) MAAUM diluted basis of ¥ 1 each one year* in last three years*
Direct 700712 | 57.68% 5,082.42 56.33% | 536179 5767% | | Promoters : : i 5
Third Parties 5,142.20 | 42.32% 4 637.47 43.67% 3,935.77 42.33% State Eanlr. of India” 1,231,167 252 0.15 Nil Nil
Total MAAUM 12,149.32  100.00% 10,619.89 | 100.00% 9,297.56 100.00% | | Amundi India Holding" 736,080,140 4.35 Nil Nil
6. Scheme Concentration Risk: A portion of our mutual fund QAAUM and revenue from mutual fund operations is | Amundi Asset Nil Nil Nil Ni
concentrated in a limited number of schemes, and any adverse developments affecting these schemes could materially | Management

affect our business. As at March 31, 2026, our top 5 schemes by mutual fund QAAUM accounted for 42.57% of our total | S Ceified by Kirtane & Panait LLF, Ghartered Accountants (FRI: 105215WiW-100057), by way of thei certifcate dated July 10, 2026
Also the Promofer Selling Shareholder,

mutual fund QAAUM and our top 10 schemes by mutual fund QAAUM accounted for 59.4?% of our mutual fund QAAUM.  +pyrq sant 10 resolution dated November 10, 2025 passed by the Board, and resolution dated Decembar 9, 2025 passed by the Sharsholders, the Company
Any adverse developments affecting these schemes could have a disproportionate impact on our overall assels under  underook a bonus issue of Equity Shares in the ratio of three Equity Shares for every one Equity Share held. Acquisition price of Equity Shares acquired

management, revenues, and profitability. wrsuan{m such bonus issue is nil
7. B-30 Cities Redemption Volatility Risk: B-30 investors tend to be relatively newer to mutual fund investing and may 15. Weighted Average Cost of Acquisition for all Equity Shares transacted by our Promoters (including our Promoter

e , o : : Selling Shareholders), members of the Promoter Group and shareholders with the right to nominate directors or
exhibit higher redemption volatility during periods of market stress or market downturns compared to MAAUM sourced other rights to the extent applicable in 1 year, 18 months and 3 years immediately preceding the RHP and as on

from T-30 cities; additionally, any material reduction in our B-30 MAAUM, or higher-than-anticipated redemption volatility date (July 10, 2026) is as follows

from B-30 cities, could have an adverse effect on our business, financial condition, results of operations and cash flows. : T 2 e
Period Weighted Average Cap Price is “X' times Range of acquisition
_ The table below sets forth geographic breakdnwn of our mutual fund MMUM as at the dates specified; - | Cost of Acquisition of the Weighted Average price: Lowest Price -
EEHQ raphn: Breakdown As at March As at March As at March Equity Shares [in ?j“ Cost of Acquisition Highest Price I:il'li ?:ﬂ
31, 2026 31, 2025 31, 2024 Last one year Nil N.A. Nil — Nil
Top-30 Cities mutual fund MAAUM ( billion) 9,376.55 8,172.80 7,285.34 ~Last 18 months _ Nil _ N.A, |l ~Nil = Nil
% of Total mutual fund MAAUM 77.18% 76.96% 78.36% Last three years il - NA, Nil - Nil
a0 Gt - As certified by Kirfane & Pandit LLP, Chartered Accountants (FRN: 105215W/MW-100057), by way of their certificate dated July 10, 2026.
B-30 Cities mutual fund MAAUM ﬁ hmlm:'.J 2,772.77 2,447.09 2.‘.{” 2.22 “Pursuant to resolulion dated November 10, 2025 passed by our Board, and resolution dated December 8, 2025 passed by our Shareholders, the Company
% of Total mutual fund MAAUM 22.82% 23.04% 21.64% undertonk & bonus issue of Equity Shares in the ratio of three Equity Shares for every one Equity Share held. Acquisition price of Equity Shares acquired
. e pursuant lo such bonus Issue is ni.
B0 EqWiy mutfjal fund WAL ?:I::]FUHDS - LAl - il _ tiende — 16, Weighted average cost of acquisition, Floor Price and Cap Price:
8. Wedonotown SEI U'ademark_qrme " e logo, and Eermlnatmn nfthlzla SBl Trademarr-ierensehgreementmth PBast Transactions WACA Floor Price (In times) | Cap Price (In times)
State Bank of India or any inability to use the “SBI" name or the “ db 3B1 FUNDS " [o06 may materially and adversely affect WACA for Primary Transactions Nil NA NA
our business, prospects, ﬁnanqal condition, and rgsults qf operations. WACA for secondary sale/acquisition of shares Ni | NA NA
The table belnfr.r sets forth detaﬂnls of our expenses in relation to royalty to SBI for logo as a percentage of total expenses for Since there were no Primary Issuance or Secondary Transactions of equity shares of the Company during the 18 months
Fiscal 2026, Fiscal 2025 and Fiscal 2024: preceding the date of filing of this advertisement, where either issuance or acquisition/ sale is equal to or more than five
Particulars Fiscal 2026 Fiscal 2025 Fiscal 2024 per cent of the fully diluted paid-up share capital of the Company (calculated based on the pre-issue capital before such
| Royalty expenses for logo (% in million) (A) 506.32 412 59 266.24 transaction/s and excluding employee stock options granted but not vested), the information has been disclosed for price

per share of the Company based on the last five secondary transactions where Promoters Selling Shareholders, the

| Total expenses (X in million) (B) 9,706.16 §,718.13 1,524.57 members of the Promoter Group, are a party to the transaction, during the last three years preceding to the date of this
Royalty expenses for logo as a percentage 5.22% 4.73% 3.54% advertisement irrespective of the size of the transaction:
of total expenses (C=A/B)% Based on primary issuances | NIl N.A. | N.A.

9. Asignificant component of our PMS business has historically been derived froam our mandate to manage a portion of a Based on secondary transactions | 172 316.72 times | 333.58 times

statutory provident fund institution in India's corpus, where we have served as a portfolio manager since the inception of its  Ascertified by Kirtane & Pandit LLP. Chartered Accountants (FRN: 105215W/W-100057), by way of their certficate dated July 10, 2026
equity investment program, As at March 31, 2026, we held a 49.9% market share of this institution’s equity corpus under = 17. The 9 BRLMs associated with the issue have handled 123 public issues in the past three years out of which 40

management (Source: CRISIL Report) reflecting the depth of our institutional track record. This fund in India is currently Issues closed below the issue price on listing date - -
undertaking a comprehensive update of its investment management structure, including appointment of new portfolio | Name of BRLMs Total Public Issue Closed below
managers and asset management companies across its fixed income and exchange traded fund mandates. As partofthis | | Issues | IPO price on listing date
process, we have received a reallocation notice under our fixed income mandate, which may result, for the time being, ina | Kotak Mahindra Capital Company Limited" 2 1
material reduction of assets under management in our discretionary PMS business. Any such reallocation may also | | Axis Capital Limited” 3 2
impact assets under management and mutual fund market share. BofA Securities India Limited™ 0 0
10. Offer related risk: The Offer is by way of an Offer for Sale of up to 170,956,631 Equity Shares of face value of 1 each | | HSBC Securities and Capital Markets (India) Private Limited® U 0
aggregating up to Z [#] million by State Bank of India and Amundi India Holding, who are also our Promoters and whoshall | ICICI Securities Limited” 1 4
be entitled to the entire proceeds from the Offer (net of its portion of the Offer-related expenses) and the Company will not || Jefferies India Private Limited” 0 0
receive any proceeds from the Offer. JM Financial Limited* 4 1
11. The Price/Eamings Ratio based on diluted EPS for Financial Year 2026 for the Company at the upper end of the price Motilal Oswal Investment ﬁ.d:.r|surs Limited* 13 6
band is 38.16. The composite Industry peer group Price | Eamings ratiois 41.64. SBl Cap’t"?i Markets Limited™" 7 3
12. Weighted Average Return on Net Worth for Financial Years ended 2026, 2025 and 2024 is 38.77. ?”tr"l""“” S804 8bove DRI 12; iﬁ
13. The average cost of acquisition of Equity Shares for Promoter Selling Shareholders ranges from ¥0.15 per Equity ‘fséi:ég'ﬁé}i&@d'ﬁe}a R R o T
Share to 74.35 per Equity Share. "SBi Capital Markets Limited ("SBICAPS") is an associate of our Company and State Bank of India, one of the Promoter Selling Shareholders, in terms of the

: Ve : - : . SEBI Merchant Bankers Regulations. Accordingly, in compliance with the proviso fo Regulation 21A of the SEBI Merchant Bankers Reguiations and
14, Weighted average cost of acquisition of Equity Shares of the Promoters (including the Promoter Selling = =" o, » F e Eagﬂaﬂﬂn”fgﬂfﬂﬂPSpﬁwd ml.mmfdmﬂﬂw g ﬁmﬁﬁng of the Offor. SBICAPS has signed b s

Shareholders): certificate and has been disclosed as a BRLM.

Additional Information for Investors

With reference to the Red Herring Prospectus and the abridged prospectus to the Red Herring Prospectus (*Abridged Prospectus”), each dated July 8, 2026, filed by SBI Funds Management Limited ("Company”) with the RoC, SEB! and the Stock Exchanges, as applicable,
investors may note the following:

1. Two of our Promoters, namely State Bank of India and Amundi India Holding, who are also the Promoter Selling Shareholders, have, pursuant to separate share purchase agreements entered into with each of the transferees set out in the table below, each dated July 8, 2026,
transferred an aggregate of 32,752,608 Equity Shares having face value of ¥1 each ("Sale Shares”), representing 1.60% of the pre-Offer paid-up Equity Share capital of our Company on a fully diluted basis, to such transferees. The Sale Shares were transferred post the filing of
the Red Hemng Prospectus and Ahndged Prospectus (such transfers, the “Transfers”), and the parficulars of the Transfers are setout below:

Date of Nature of  |Name of the transferor Name of the transferee ~ Whether transferee is connected, in any manner, with the Company, | Number of | Percentage of " Transfer Total
transfer transaction (also the Promoter the Promoters, members of the Promoter Group (including the Equity pre-Offer share capital = price per | consideration
Selling Promoter Selling Shareholders), the Directors, the Key Managerial | Shares of our Company ona | Sale Share | (in T million)
Shareholders) Personnel, the Subsidiaries, and the Group Companies and their fully diluted basis (%)
_ respective directors and key managerial personnel® (in )
| July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of india 3P INDIA EQUITY FUND 1 ' -~ No | 2,613,240 | 0.13% | 57400 | 1.499.99
" July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankofindia | MALABAR INDIA FUND LIMITED ' No 871,080 | 0.04% | 57400 | 499.99
' July 10, 2026 | Secondarysale | State BankofIndia  NEO SECONDARIES FUND ' No 871,080 | 0.04% | 57400 | 49999
" July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankof India  NEO SERIES 1 LVF | No 871,080 | 0.04% | 57400 | 499.99
| July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India P OPPORTUNITIES FUND - I ' Yes' | 3484320 0.17% | 57400 | 199999
" July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India 360 ONE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES FUND ' No | 596,864 | 0.03% | 57400 |  399.99
- SERIES 13
" July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State BankofIndia 360 ONE PRIVATE EQUITY FUND - SERIES 2 ' No | 435540 | 0.02% | 57400 | 24999
" July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | Stale BankofIndia | 360 ONE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES FUND ' No | 435540 | 0.02% 57400 | 24999
- SERIES 11
| July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | Stale Bankof India = 360 ONE EQUITY OPPORTUNITY FUND - SERIES 4 No 174216 | 0.01% | 57400 | 99.99
' July 10, 2026 | Secondarysale | State Bankofindia  TATAAIG GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED No | 1,742,160 | 0.09% | 57400 | 999,99
| July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India  CARNELIAN BHARAT AMRITKAAL FUND ' No | 871.080 | 0.04% | 57400 | 499.99
| July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State BankofIndia  MALAKSHMI TRUST | No | 261,324 | 0.01% | 57400 | 14999
| July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankofindia = ARAINVESTMENTS ' No 174218 | 0.01% | 57400 | 99.99
" July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State BankofIndia | GO DIGIT GENERAL INSURANCE LIMITED ' No | 435540 | 0.02% | 57400 | 24999
" July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankof India | AKASH MANEK BHANSHALI ' No | 3484320 | 0.17% 57400 | 199999
| July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India = HARA GLOBAL CAPITAL MASTER FUND | LTD ' No | 1,742,160 | 0.09% | 57400 |  999.99
' July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State BankofIndia  DYMON ASIA MULTI-STRATEGY INVESTMENT | No | 435540 | 0.02% 57400 | 24999
(SINGAPORE) PTE. LTD
" July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankof India = ALROX ENTERPRISES PRIVATE LIMITED ' No | 871080 | 0.04% | 57400 | 49999
" July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India  BENNETT COLEMAN & CO LTD ' No | 871,080 | 0.04% 57400 | 49999
" July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | Stale BankofIndia  SUPRIYATA PRIVATE LIMITED ' No | 435540 | 0.02% 57400 | 24999
| July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankofindia = PULKIT BENEFIT TRUST ' No | 1219512 | 0.06% | 57400 |  699.99
| July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India  VAIDEHI SOMANI ' No | 522648 | 0.03% | 57400 |  299.99
' July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State BankofIndia  CLARUS CAPITAL | ' No | 1,742,160 | 0.09% | 57400 | 999.99
| July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India  ANAND RATHI GLOBAL FINANCE LIMITED ' No | 522648 | 0.03% | 57400 | 29999
' July 10, 2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankof India  CAPRI GLOBAL VENTURES PRIVATE LIMITED ' No | 435540 | 0.02% | 57400 | 24999
| July 10,2026 | Secondarysale | State Bank of India | VIRGIN SECURITIES AND CREDITS PRIVATE LIMITED No 871,080 | 0.04% | 57400 | 489.99
July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India  EMERGING SECURITIES PRIVATE LIMTED ' No | 435540 | 0.02% | 57400 | 24999
' July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India | PRUDENT CORPORATE ADVISORY SERVICES LIMITED No | 435540 | 0.02% | 57400 | 24999
" July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bankofindia  NARANTAK DEALCOMM LIMITED No | 435540 | 0.02% 57400 | 24999
| July 10,2026 | Secondary sale | State Bank of India  SMITA CONDUCTORS PRIVATE LIMITED ' No | 435540 | 0.02% | 57400 | 24999
| July9,2026 | Secondarysale = Amundi India Holding = SUSQUEHANNA ASIA TECHNOLOGY PTY LIMITED ' No | 2477700 | 0.11% | 57400 | 125000
| July9,2026 | Secondarysale | Amundi India Holding = WHITEQAK CAPITAL INDIA OPPORTUNITIES FUND No | 1,742,160 | 0.09% | 57400 | 1,00000

AFor the purpose of this confi rmation, ‘connected with'is deemed o mean that there are no common directorships, commaon key managerial personnel and/or more than 1% equity investment interest.

*Napean Opportunities LLP, Pl Opportunities Fund-/ and Pl Opportunities Fund-Ii are part of the Premji Invest group. The existing investments by Napean Opportunities LLP, Pl Opportunities Fund-I and one of the transferees listed in the table above, namely Pl Opportunities Fund-1f
(collectively, the “Entities”) in SBI General Insurance Company Limited, a member of the Promoter Group and a Group Company, exceeds 1% equity investment interest in SBI General Insurance Company Limited, Further, the Entities have appointed a nominee director on the board
of directors of SBI General Insurance Company Limited.

Details of the transfers were included in the advertisement dated July 10, 2026, published in all editions of Financial Express and Jansatta and in the Mumbai edition of Navshakti (the “addendum to the RHP").

2. Investors should read this advertisement along with the RHP and the abridged prospectus, filed with the RoC and submitted to SEBI and the Stock Exchanges, the pre-Offer and Price Band advertiserent and addendum to the RHP before making an investment decision with
respectto the Offer.

Caontinued on next page...
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Price" updated for the above.
You may scan the QR code for accessing the website of Kotak Mahindra Capital Company Limited.

BASIS FOR OFFER PRICE

The "Basis for Offer Price" on page 121 of the RHP has been updated with the above Price Band. Please refer to the websites of the BRLMs: https:/investmentbank.kotak.com, www.axiscapital.co.in,
https.//business.bofa.com/bofas-india, www.business.hsbe.co.in, www.icicisecurities.com, www.jefferies.com, www.jmfl.com, www.motilaloswal.com and www.sbicaps.com, respectively for the "Basis for Offer

AN INDICATIVE TIMETABLE IN RESPECT OF THE ISSUE IS SET OUT BELOW:

| Submission and Revision in Bids, Eligible SBIFM Employess and Elugn:-rp S8l Ernpluyreea Eudn:rmg in the {)nly' hmeen 10.00 a.m, and 5.00 p.m. IST

Employes Reservation Porfion and Eligible SB| Shareholdars Bidding in the SBI Shareholder Reservation
Partion
Submission of electronic applications (onling ASBA through 3-in-1 accounts) for RiBs

Submission of elecironic application (bank ASBA through onling channels Bke intarmet banking, mobils
banking and syndicate ASBA applications through UPI a5 a payment mechanism where Bid Amount is
up 1o 0,50 million)

Submission of electronic applications (syndicate non-retail, non-individual applications)
Submission of Physical Applications {Bank ASBA)

Submission of ph:,réin:al applications (syndicate non-ratad, non-indvvidizal applications whare Bid Amount
is more than 050 millica)

i Modification/Revision/cancelled of Bids

Upward Revision of Bids by (IBs and Mon-Institutional Bidders categories# Only between 10.00 a.m. and up to 4.00 p.m. IST on
BidOfer Clusu_'lg Date

Only between 10.00 a.m. and up to 5.00 p.m. I5T

Only between 10.00 a.m. and up to 5,00 p.m. 15T
Only between 10.00 a.m. and up 1o 4,00 p.m. 15T

'-Dnlgr between 10.00 a.m. and up io 3.00 [ 1L, IST
Only batwesn 10.00 a.m. and up to 1.00 p.m: IST
Only batwesn 10.00 am. and up 1o 12.00 p.m. 5T

Lpward or downward Revision of Bids or cancellabon of Bids by RIBs, Eligible SBIFM Employees and
Eligibls 581 Emplayees Bidding in the Employee Reservation Portion and Eligible 5B Sharsholders
Bidding in the SBl Shareholder Reservation Portion

"UPT mandate end time shall be 500 p.m. on the Bid/Offer Ciosing Dale
“(HBs and Non-nstitulfonal Bldders can neither revige their bids dowrmwards nor canceliwithdraw their bids
On the Bid/ Offer Closing Date, the Bids shall be uploaded until:

{il 4.00 pm.IST in case of Bids by QiBs and Non-Instibitiona! Bidders, and

(i) wnil 5.00 p.m. IST orsuch extended time a5 permitted by the Stock Exchanges, in case of Bids by RIBs, Eligible SBIFM Employees and Eligibe 38! Employess Bidding m the Employee

Resenation Portion and Eligible SB1 Shareholders Bidding in the SBI Shareholder Reservation Porion

On Bid!Offer Closing Date, extension of time may be granted by Stock Exchanges only for uploading Bids received by RIBs after taking into account the total number of Bids

recaived up to closure of timings for acceptance of Bid cum Application Forms as stated herein and as informad tothe Stock Exchanges.

ASBA*| =/

*Applications Supportad by Blocked Amount (*ASBA’) is a
better way of apphying to offers by simply blocking the fund
in the bank account.

For furlher details, check section on ASBA
Mandatory in public issues.

No cheque will be accepted,

Simple, Safe, Smart
way of Application!!!

Bid! Difer Programme

| Evet  Indicative Date

| ANCHOR INVESTORBID _ I'uiElH[JA‘:" JUL‘r“13 2026
BIDVOFFER OPENS ON _ TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2026
BiDVOFFER CLOSES ON THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026"

" On or about FRIDAY. JULY 17, 2026

" On orabout MONDAY, JULY 20, 2026
On or about MONDAY, JULY 20, 2026

| On or about TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026

| Finalisabon of Basis of Allotment with the Designated Stock Exchange
Initiation of refunds {if any, for Ancher Investors)unblocking of funds from ASBA Account®
Credit of Eqmt_n.r Ehares lo dematesialized accounts of Allotiees
Commencarment of 1rad=ing of the. Equity Shares on the Siock Exchanges
"UPT mandate end time and date shall be at 5,00 prmon Bid/Offer Closing Dale, (e, Thursday, July 16, 2026
‘In case of (il any deigy in unblocking of amaownts in the A5BAAccounts (ncluding amotimts Mocked throwgh the UFT Mechanism| exceeding two Wonking Days from the
BidOffer Closing Date for cancelied’ withdrawn/ deteted ASBA Forms, the Bidder shall be compensaled af & uniform rate of T 100 per day or 15% perannum of the Bid
Amotnt, whichewver i higher from the date on which the request for cancellabion/ withdrawal' oelefion & placed in the Sfock Exchanges bioding platform wunfil the date on
which the amounts are unblocked (i) any blocking of multiple amaounts for the same ASBA Form (for amounts biocred through the UPY Mechanism), the Bidder shall be
compensafed & a uniform rafe ¥ 100 per day or 15% per annum of the tolal cumulative blocked amount except the onginal application amount, whichewsris higher fram

| the dale on which such mutiple amounts were biocked i the date of achual unbiock; (i) any biocking of amounts more than the Gid Amount. the Gidder shall be
compenszated af & uniform rafe of ¥ 100 per day or 15% per annim of the diference in smount, whichever 5 higher from the date an which swch excess amounts were
blocked fill the dafe of actual unblock; {iv] any delay in unblooking of nov-alofted! parialy aliotfed Bids, excesding fwo Working Days from the BidOffer Closing Date, the
Bidder shall be compeansated al & uniform rale of T 100 per day or 15% per anmwm of the Bid Amount, whichever is higher for the entive duration of delay exceading lwo
Warking Days from the Bid/Offer Closing Dale by the SC 58 responaible for causing such aelay in unbiocking. The BRLMs shall, in their sofe drscretion, identify and fix the
fiabiliny an such imtarmediany or anlify responsible for such defay in uniiocking, The Bidders shall be compensated in the manner specifed in the SEBI ICDR Master
Circilar, which for the avaidance of dowbl, shal be deemad o ba incorporated in the desmed agreament of the Company with the SC58s, to the extent appiicable, issued
by SEBI, and any other spplicable faw in case of delays in resohing invesfor gnevances in relgtion io blockingunblocking of funds. The processing fees for appications
made by the UPT Bidders using the UP! Mechamism may be released fo He remitfer banks (SC58s) anly affer such banks provide a wrlten confirmation on compliance
with SEBI ICOR Masler Clroidar, which has also prescribed thal all individual investors applying in imitial pubhc offerings opening on or after May 1, 2022, wiere the
application amoum is up fo T 0.50 million, shail wse UP1. RiBs, Efigbie SBIFM Employess and Eligine SBI Employeas Bidang under Employes Resarvation Porion for
tip to % 0,50 mibon (ned of Employee Discount, o any), Eligible S8I Sharsholders Bidding under SBI Sharsholder Reservalion Portion for up fo % 0050 mitfion and
imdividua! imvestors Bidding under the Non-{nshiutional Portion Bidding for more than ¥ 0.20 mbon and up fo % 0.50 milion, wsing the UFT Mechanism, shall provide their
UPI ID in the Bid-cum-Application Form for Bidding through Syndicafe, sub-synaicate members; Registered Brokers, RTAs or COPs, oronling wsing the faciity of inked
anling Irading, demal and bank account (3in 1 type accounts), provided by cerlain brokers

UPI-Now available in ASBA for Retail Individual Investors and Non Institutional Investor applying in public issues where the application amount is up to 500,000, applying through Registered Brokers, Syndicate, CDPs & RTAs. UPI Bidders also have the |
option to submit the application directly to the ASBA Bank (SC5Bs) or to use the facility of linked online trading, demat and bank account. Investors are required to ensure that the bank account used for bidding is linked to their PAN. Bidders mustensure
that their PAN is linked with Aadhaar and are in compliance with CBOT notification dated February 13, 2020 issued by the Central Board of Direct Taxes and the subsequent press releases, including press release dated June 25, 2021 read with press
LPAFIEE FATMENTS INTERFACE roloage dated September 17, 2021, and CBODT circular no. 7 of 2022 dated March 30, 2022, read with press release dated March 28, 2023, and any subsequent press release in this regard.

ASBA has lo be avaied by all the investors excep! Anchor Investors. UP! may be avalled by (1) Retail Indhidiea! investors in the Reladl Category; (i) Eligible SBIFM Employees and Elgible 8Bf Employess m the Employee Resenvation Porfion (nel of Employse Discound, if any); (i) Elgible 5B
Shareholders Bidding in the SBI Shareholder Resenation Porflon with an applicabon size.of up fo ¥ 0,50 milion; and (iv) Non-Instiutional imvestors with 2n application size of up fo ¥ 500,000 n the Non-Instifutional Porion. For details on the ASBA and UPI process, please refer to the detalls griven in fie
Bid Cum Appiication Form and Abridged Prospectus and also please refar fo the section "Offer Procedure™ on page 501 of the RHE. The process is also availatie on the website of Azsociation of investmen! Bankers of India ("AIBI') and Stock Exchanges and in the General Information Dacurnent. The
Bid Cum Applicafion Form and the Abndged Prozpechus can be downlosded from the websiles of the Slock Exchanges and can be obtained from the hstof banks that is displayed on fhe website of SEB! at www sebi govin'sebimebiothenOtherdction. do?do RecognisedFpi=yes&infmid=35 and
hitps:www sebr gow infsehiveb/atherOtherdcion do?doRecogrisedFo=ves &infmid=43, respechvely a5 updated from fime toime. For the Kl of UP) apps and banks e on 1P, please refer fo the link; wwwesabigowin. UPY Bldders Bidding using the LR Mechaniem may apely through the SC58s
and motife appiications whose names appearon the wabsite of SEBI, a5 updated from time to tme. (CICT Bank Limiled, Sfate Bank of India and Kofak Mahindra Bank Limited have been appointed a5 the Sponsor Banks for the Offer, in accordance with the requirements of SEBI circilar daled
MNeovember 1, 2018 as amended. For Offer refated quenis, please contact the BRLMs on thelr respective omall IDs as mentionad beiow: For UP! related quanes. investors can corfact NPC/ at the toll free number; 18001207740 and mail Id; oo, upiinpel.ang.in,

THE EQUITY SHARES OF THE COMPANY WILL GET LISTED ON THE MAIN BOARD PLATFORMS OF BSE AND NSE.

In case of any revision in the Price Band, the Bid/Offer Penod will be extended by at least three addiional Working Days after such revision in the Price Band,
subject to the Bid/Offer Period not exceeding 10 Working Days. In cases of force majeure, banking strike or similar unforeseen circumstances, the Company in
consultation with the BRLMs, may for reasons to be recorded in writing, extend the Bid/Offer Period for a minimum of one Working Day, subject to the Bid/Offer
Period not exceeding 10 Working Days. Any revision in the Price Band and the revised Bid/Offer Peniod, if applicable, shall be widely disseminated by notification
to the Stock Exchanges, by issuing a public notice, and also by indicating the change on the respective websilas of the BRLMs and at the terminals of the
Syndicate Members and intimation to SCSBs {as defined hereinafter), Designated Intermediaries (as defined hereinafter) and the Sponsor Banks (as defined
hereinafter} as applicable.

This is an Offerin terms of Rule 19(2)(b) of the SCRR read with Regulation 31 of the SEBI ICOR Regulations. This Offer is being made through the Book Buitding
Pracess in compliance with Regulation 6(1) of the SEBI ICDR Regulations whergin not more than 50% of the Nel Offer shall be available for allocation on a
proportionate basis to Q18s {such portion the “QIB Pertion™) provided that the Company, in consultation with the BRLMs, may allocate up to B0% of the QIB
Portion to Anchor Investors on a discretionary basis in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations (“Anchor Investor Portion"), of which 40% shall be
reserved as under. (i) 33.33% for domestic Mutual Funds; and (ii} 6.67% shall be reserved for Life Insurance Companies and Pension Funds, subject to valid
Bids being received from domestic Mutual Funds, Life Insurance Companies and Pension Funds at or above the pnce atwhich Equity Shares will be allocated to
the Anchor Invesiors {"Anchor Investor Allocation Price”), in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations. Any under-subscription in the reserved category
specified in clause (i) above, may be allocated to domestic Mutual Funds. In the event of under-subscription or non-allocation in the Anchor Investor Portion, the
balance Equity Shares shall be added to the QIB Portion (excluding the Anchor investor Portion) ("Net QIB Portion™). Further, 5% of the Net QIE Portion shall
be available for allocation on a proportionate basis fo Mutual Funds only and the remainder of the Net GIB Portion shall be available for aliocation on a
proportionate basis to all QIBs (other than Anchar Investors) including Mutual Funds, subject to valid Bids being received at or above the Offer Price, Howeaver, if
the aggregate demand from Mutual Funds is less than 5% of the Net QI8 Portion, the balance Equity Shares available for allocation in the Mutual Fund Portion
will be added o the remaining QIB Portion for proportionate allocation fo QIBs. Further, notless than 15% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation to NIBs
of which (&) one third porion shall be reservad for NIBs with application size of more than ¥ 0.20 million and up 1o ¥1.00 million; and (b) twa-thirds of the partion
shall be reserved for NIBs with application size of more than ¥ 1.00 million, provided that the unsubscribed portion in either of such sub-categories may be
allocated to Bidders in the other sub-category of NIBs in accordance with SEBI ICDR Regulations, subjectto valid Bids being received at or above the Offer Price
and not less than 35% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation to RIBs in accordance with the SEBI ICOR Regulations, subject o valid Bids being
received from them at or above the Offer Price. Further, Equity Shares will be allocated on a proportionate basis to (i) Eligible SBIFM Employees and Eligible SBI
Employees Bidding under the Employee Reservation Portion, subject to valid Bids being received from them at or above the Offer Price (net of Employee
Discount, if any); and (iii) Eligible SBI Shareholders Bidding in the 5BI Shareholder Reservation Portion subject to valid Bids having been received at or above
the Offer Price. All potential Bidders (except Anchar Investors) are required to mandatonly utilise the Application Supported by Blacked Amaunt ("ASBAT)
process by providing details of their respective ASBA accounts and UPL D {in case of UP| Bidders using the UP| Mechanism (as defined hereinafter)), in which
case the corresponding Bid Amounts will be biocked by the SC5Bs or under the UPI Mechanism, as applicable to participate in the Offer. Anchor Investors are
nol permitted to participate in the Anchor Investor Portion of the Offer through the ASBA process. For details, see “"Offer Procedure™ beginning on page 501 of
the RHP.

Bidders/Applicants should ensure that DP ID, PAN and the Client |D and UPI ID {for UPI Bidders bidding through UPI Mechanism) are correctly filled
in the Bid cum Application Form. The DP ID, PAN and Client ID provided in the Bid cum Application Form should match with the DP 1D, PAN, Client ID
and UPIID available (for UPI Bidders bidding through the UP1 Mechanism) in the Depository database, otherwise, the Bid cum Application Form is
liable to be rejected. Bidders/ Applicants should ensure that the beneficiary account provided in the Bid cum Application Form is active.
Bidders/Applicants should note that on the basis of the PAN, DP ID, Client ID and UPI ID {for UPI Bidders bidding through the UPI mechanism) as

provided in the Bid cum Application Form, the Bidder/Applicant may be deemed to have authorized the Depositories to provide to the Registrar to the
Offer, any requested Demographic Details of the Bidder/Applicant as available on the records of the depositories. These Demographic Details may
be used, among other things, for giving Allotment Advice or unblocking of ASBA Account or for other correspondence(s) related to the Offer.
Bidders/Applicants are advised to update any changes to their Demographic Details as available in the records of the Depository Participant to
ensure accuracy of records. Any delay resulting from failure to update the Demographic Details would be at the Bidders/Applicants' sole risk.
Contents of the Memorandum of Association of the Company as regards its Objects: For information on the main objects of the Company, please see
"History and Certain Corporate Matters " on page 275 of the RHP. The Memorandum of Association of the Company is a material document for inspection in
relationto the Cifer. For further details, see “Material Contracts and Documents for Inspection” on page 548 of the RHP.

Liability of the Members of the Company: Limited by shares.

Amount of Share Capital of the Company and Capital Structure: As on the date of the RHP, the authorised share capital of the Company is 32,100,000,000
Equily Shares divided into 2,100,000,000 Equity Shares of face value of T1 each. The issued, subscribed and paid-up pre-Offer Equity Share capital of the
Companyis 2,036,827 612 divided info 2,036,827 ,612 Equity Shares of face value of T1 each, For details of the capital structure of the Company, see “CGapital
Structure”beginning on page 98 of the RHR

Names of the Signatories to the Memorandum of Association of the Company and the number of equity shares subscribed by them: The signatories of
the Memorandum of Associabon of the Company are as follows: subscription of one Equity Share each by Dipankar Basu and Ramanathan Viswanathan. For
details of the share capital history of the Company please see “ Capital Structure” beginning on page 96 of the RHP.

Listing: The Equity Shares that will be offered through the Red Heming Prospectus are proposed o be listed on the Stock Exchanges. The Company has
received ‘in-principle’ approvals from BSE and NSE for the listing of the Equity Shares pursuant to their letters each dated May 7, 2026. For the purposes of the
Offer, the Designated Stock Exchange shall be NSE. A signed copy of the Red Herring Prospectus and the Prospectus shall be delivered to the RoC in
accordance with Sections 26(4) and 32 of the Companies Act, 2013. For details of the matenal contracts and documents available for inspection from the date of
the Red Herring Prospectus till the Bid/Offer Closing Date, see "Material Contracts and Documents for Inspection” on page 548 of the RHP.

Disclaimer Clause of Securities and Exchange Board of India: SEB| anly gives its observations on the offer documents and this does not constitute approval
of either the Offer or the specified securifies stated in the Offer Documents, The investors are advised to refer to page 451 of the RHP for the full text of the
disclaimerclause of SEBI,

Disclaimer Clause of NSE (the Designated Stock Exchange) : It is to be distinctly understood that the permission given by NSE should not in any way be
deemed or construed thal the Offer Document has been cleared or approved by NSE nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of
the Offer Document. The investors are advised to refer to page 460 of the RHP for the full text of the disclaimer clause of NSE.

Disclaimer Clause of BSE : It is to be distinctly understood that the permission given by BSE Limited should not in any way be deemed or construed that the
RHP has been cleared or approved by BSE Limited nor does it cedify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of the RHP. The investors are
advised to refer to the page 460 of the RHP for the full text of the disclaimer clause of BSE.

General Risks: Invesiments in equity and equity-related securities involve a degree of risk and investors should not invest any funds in the Offer unless they can
afford to take the nsk of losing their entire investment. Bidders are advised to read the nsk factors carefully before taking an investment decision in the Offer. For
laking an investmenl decision, investors must rely on their own examination of the Company and the Offer, including the risks involved. The Equity Sharesin the
Offer have not been recommendead or approved by SEBI, nor does SEBI guarantee the accuracy or adequacy of the contents of the Red Herring Prospecius.

BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS TO THE OFFER

kotak"

Investment Banking

Kotak Mahindra Capital Company Limited

27 BKC. 1st Floor, Plot Mo. C = 27, "G Block, Bandra Kurta
Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051, Maharashira, India
Telephone: +91 22 4336 0000

E-mail: sbifmil.ipo@kotak.com

Investor grievance e-mail: kmccredressalixotak com
Website: https-/finvestmentoank.kotak com

Contact person: Ganesh Rang

SEBI registration no.: INMOOOOOBTO4

I‘AJ{IS CAPITAL

Axis Capital Limited
Axis House, 1st Floor, Pandurang Budhkar Marg,
Worli, Mumbai 400 025, Maharashira, India
Telephone: +81 22 4325 2183
E-mail: sbsfml.ipo@axiscap.in
Investor grievance e-mail: complainisi@axiscap.in
Website: www axiscapital.co.in

Contact person; Sneh Ashish

Contact person: Hansh Patel / Tosit Agarwal
SEBI mgmtmhun no.: INMOO0D12029 SEBI reglstlaﬂnn no.: INMODD0D 11625

BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANMAGERS TO THE OFFER

mafiiahi

BofA Securities India Limited

Telephone: +31 22 6632 BOOO
E-mail: dg.sbi_fm_ipo@bofa.com

IJH Financial

JM Financial Limited

Tih Fioor, Cnergy, Appasaheb, Marathe Marg, Prabhadeyi
Mumbai 400 025, Maharashira, India

Telephone: +31 22 6630 3030

E-mail: sbimf fpoi@jmii.com

Investor grievance e-mail: gnevance. ipd@|mfi.com
Website: www. jmil.com

Contact person: Prachee Dhwri

SEBI registration no.: INMOGO010361

Jefferies

Jefferies India Private Limited

Leval 16, Exprass Towers, Nariman Point

Mumbai 400 021, Maharashtra, India

Telephone:; +91 22 4356 2000

E-mail: 5Bl.Funds Managementimjefieries.com
Investor Grievance ID: jipl grievance@jeffaries.com
Wobsite: www jaffanes com

Contact person: Akzhat Shah [ Hanu Bansal

SEBI ragistration no.: INMOD0011443

Telephone: #391 22 7193 4330
E-mail; sbifmipo@maotilaloswal com

Website: www modilaloswal.com

SEB| registration no.: INMOODOT1005

BofA SECURITIES %%

Ground Floor, *A" Wing, One BKC "G" Block, Bandra Kurla
Complex Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051, Maharashira, India

Investor grievance e-mail: dg.india_merchantbanking@bofa.com
Website: hitps:/fousiness.bofa_com/bofas-india

Matilal Oswal Investment Advisors Limited
Modilal Dewal Tower, Kahirmtullah Sayvani Road, Cpposite Parel 3T
Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai 400 025, Maharashtra, India

Investor Grievance e-mail: moiaplredressal@motialoswal com
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Investor Grievance e-mail: investorrelations@sbicaps.com
Website: www.sbicaps.com

Contact person: Aradhy Rajaguru [ Raghavendra Bhat

SEBI registration no.: INMID0003531

CHIEF COMPLIANCE OFFICER, COMPANY SECRETARY AND HEAD LEGAL

Vinaya Datar
5Bl Funds Management Limited

Irvestors may contact the Chief Compliance Officer, Company Secretany and Head Legal, the BRLMs or the Reqisttar to the Offer in case of any pre-Offer or
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www icicisecunties.com, Jefferies India Private Limited a1 www jefferies.com, JM Financial Limited &t wwwimfl.com, Motilal Oswal Investment Advisors Limited at
wwwmotilaloswal.com and SBI Capital Markeis Limited a8t www.shicaps.com and at the website of the Company, SBl Funds Management Limited at
https:lisbifunds.com/investor-relations and the websites of the Stock Exchanges, for BSE atwew bseindia.com and for NSE Limited at www.naeindia.com

AVAILABILITY OF THE ABRIDGED PROSPECTUS: Acopy of the Abridged Prospectus shall be available on the websie of the Company, the BRLMs and the Registrar fo the
Offer at: hitpsiisbifunds comfinvestor-relations, hitps:finvestmentbank kotak com. www.axiscapital.co.in, hitpsi/ibusiness bofa comibofas-indea www.business hsbe.codn,
wiww icicisecunfies. com, www jefferies. com, www, jmil.com, www. motilaloswal.com, www sbicaps.com and www_kfintech.com. respectively.

AVAILABILITY OF BID CUM APPLICATION FORM: Bid cum Application Form can be obtained from the Registered Office of the Company, 3Bl Capital Markets Limited,
Tel: +91 226179 3000, BRLMs: Kotak Mahindgra Capital Company Limited, Tet, +81 22 4336 0000, Axis Capital Limited, Tel: +31 22 4325 2183, BofA Securities India Limited, Tel:
+01 22 6632 8000, HSBC Securifies and Capital Markets {India) Private Limited, Tel: +91 22 6864 1289, ICICI Securities Limited, Tel: +91 22 6807 7100, Jefferias Indsa Private
Limited, Tel: +81 22 4356 6000, JM Financial Limited, Tel; +81 22 6630 3030, Motilal Oswal Imvestment Advisors Limited, Tel, +81 22 7183 4380 and SBI Capital Markets Limited,
Tel: +81 22 4006 9807 and Syndicate Members: Invesiec Capital Services (India) Private Limited, Tel +91 22 6848 7400, Kotak Securites Limeted, Tel: +81 22 6218 5410, Modilal
Oswal Financial Services Limited, Tef: +81 22 71034200/ +01 22 71934263, JM Financial Services Limited: Tel: + 9122 6136 3400, SEICAP Secunties Limited, Tel: +91 226943
2521, Registered Brokers, SCSBs, Designated RTA Locations and Designated COP Locations for participating in the Offer. Bid cum Application Formswill also be available on the
websites of the Stock Exchanges at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com and al all the Designated Branches of SC5Bs, the list of which is available on the websites of the
Stock Exchangesand SEBI.

SUB-SYNDICATE MEMBERS: 5paisa Capital Lid,, Alankil Imaginaticns Lid., Almondz Global Securities Ltd,, Amrapali Capital & Finance Services Ltd,, Anand Rathi Share &
Stock Brokers Lid,, Anand Share Consultancy, ANS Pyt Lid., Arlhant Capilal Markels Lid., Asit C Mehia Investment Intermediates Lid., Axrs Securibes Lid,, Centrum Broking Lid.,
Centrum Wealth Managemant Ltd., Choice Equity Broking Private Lid., Dalal & Broacha Stock Broking Privata Ltd,, DB({Infemational) Stock Brokaers Lid., Eureka Stock & Share
Broking Services Lid ., GRaj & Co. (Consultants) Ltd,, HOFC Securities Lid., IDBI Capital Markets & Securities Lid., IIFL Capital Services Lid., Innovate Securities PviLtd,, Jhaver
Securifies, Jobanputra Fiscal Services Private Lid., Kalpataru Multiplier Ltd., Kanfilal Chihaganial Securities Pyt, Lid., Keynote Capitals Lid., KIMC Capital Market Services Lid.,
Lakshmishree Investment & Securities Pvt Lid,, LKP Securities Ltd,, Marwadi Shares & Finance, Nirmal Bang Securities Pvi Lid.. Nuvama Wealth and Investment Lid (Edebweiss
Broking Ltd), Patel Wealth Advisors Pyt Lid., Prabhudas Lilladher Pyt Ltd., Pravin Ratial Share and Stock Brokers Ltd., RR. Equity Brokers Pyt Lid,, Sharekhan Lid,; SMC Global
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All capitalised terms used herein and not specifically defined shall have the same meaning as ascribed to them in the RHP read with the Addendum.
For 5Bl FUNDS MANAGEMENT LIMITED
On behalf of the Board of Directors
Sl
Vinaya Datar
Chief Compliance Oficer, Company Secretary and Head Legal

Place: Mumbai, Maharashira
Date: July 13, 2026
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Investigators probe fire at a music
bar in Bangkok that killed 27 people

Over 70 injured, 25
critical; people were
trapped in toilets

Reuters
Bangkok, July 13

A HUGE fire tore through a
music bar in Bangkok over-
night, Kkilling at least 27 people
and leaving 25 hospitalized in
critical condition on Monday as
investigations began into the
Thai capital’sdeadliest blazein
17 years.

Bangkok city officials said
the fire at the Rong Beer Na
Ladprao bar in a northern part
of the Thai capital broke out
shortly before midnight Sun-
day, and it took about half an
hour for firefighters to bring it
under control. The bar, which
in Thai calls itself a brewery or
beer hall, featured live music
and claimed to accommodate
as many as 600 customers. It
was not clear how many were
there on Sunday night.

According to Bangkok’s
Erawan emergency services
center, the number of injured
was 73, with 25 in critical condi-
tion. The Bangkok city govern-
ment on Monday evening said
there were 28 dead, one more
than Erawan’s tally. Bangkok
Governor Chadchart Sittipunt
said most of the deaths were
caused by smoke inhalation.

The site had been cordoned
off by daybreak Monday as
dozens of Thai forensic officers
combed for clues about what
caused the fire.

The scale of the devastation
inside was visible through the
shattered windows, with
burned-out tables still holding
empty beer bottles.

Thai national police chief
Kittharath Punpetch said most
of the dead were found trapped
in windowless bathrooms near

Hasinatoface
prisonif back
in Bangladesh,
says minister

Reuters
Dhaka, July 13

OUSTED BANGLADESHI
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will be jailed if she returns from
self-imposed exile in India, a
minister said on Monday, days
after Hasina told Reuters she
planned to gobackin December
and surrender to a court.
Hasina faces a death sen-
tence in Bangladesh and her
party is banned following a
popular uprising against her
long rulein 2024 that the United
Nationssaid killed 1,400 people.
“Sheikh Hasina is a con-
victed criminal. If she sur-
renders, action will be taken
against her as per laws of Bang-
ladesh,” saidShama Obaed
Islam, Bangladeshs state min-
ister for foreign affairs. “She will
have to gotojail and further pro-
ceedings will follow as per the
provisions of thelaw,” he added.
The country’s war crimes
court sentenced Hasina in No-
vember to death in absentia for
orderingadeadly crackdownon
a student-led uprising. She has
denied the charges from exile.
Hasina, in her first inter-
view during her exile, told
Reuters last week she intended
to return voluntarily.

Y

A screen grab taken from a social media video released on Monday shows a person running for safety
as flames engulf the Rong Beer Na Ladprao music bar in Bangkok. ReuTers

“There was aboom... there
was no way to get out at all’

one of the rear exits of the bar,
where they may have sheltered
toescapethe flamesin the hall.
He said the exit had not
been used, and people may
have been obstructed from
reaching it by a table set up in
the hall to sell candy, or because
it was too dark to find it.
Access to another exit near
the kitchen might also have
been narrowed by shelving
units and lockers, said Kittha-
rath, who visited the scene
Monday morning. There were
signs that at least some of the
exit doors might have been
locked shut, he added.
Investigators are focusing
on the ceiling above the per-
formance stage, where they
found materials that may have
been used as decorative el-
ements, he said. Police will
examine whether flammable
materials were used in the in-
terior and how electrical wiring
was installed across the ceiling.

Bangkok: Asurvivor of the fire at
aBangkokbar thatKkilled atleast
27 people on Sunday night de-
scribed escaping the blaze by
seconds after she stepped out for
asmoke. “There wasaboom—-a
very fast boom ... There was no
waytogetoutatall,” 41-year-old
Usa Tadsree told reporters, ad-
ding her two friends died when
the fireripped through the bar at
around midnight.

She described sitting on the
street asrescue workers brought
out the body of a friend with
whom she had been happily
drinking and listening to music
moments before, her face
covered by a white cloth.

“Tlost my mind,” she said. “It
looked like she was asleep.”

Among the crowds at the
Bangkok bar on Sunday were

musicians, a taxi driver, and
young people who had come
from outside the city seeking
work. By Monday morning, vic-
tims' friends and relatives had
gathered at the Institute of
Forensic Medicine, where
bodies were brought for identi-
fication.

“Ifanyone hasfound myson
at any hospital, please inform
me,” Jansuda Tanla, 41, said
through tears, describing her
son by histattoo.Her son Din, 27,
asingerinaThaipoprockband,
had been performing at the bar
when the fire broke out, she said.

“He couldn’t finish his
vocational school so he tookup
singing," she said. “I told him
he should give it a go. Iwas in
debt ... and he was able to pay
it off for me.” REUTERS

Houthis accuse
Saudi Arabia of
striking Sanaa
airport, threaten
strong retaliation

Reuters
July13

THE IRAN-aligned Houthi
movement that controls north-
ern Yemen accused Saudi Ara-
bia on Monday of launching
airstrikes against the interna-
tional airport in Sanaa, and
vowed to retaliate.

Houthi military spokesper-
son Yahya Saree called the at-
tacks “blatant aggression” and
said they had ended a period of
de-escalation in the long-run-
ning conflict. He said Saudi
Arabia would bear the conse-
quences and that the attack
would not go unanswered.

The Saudi government's
communication office did not
respond to the accusations.
Earlier on Monday, the de-
fence ministry of Yemen's in-
ternationally recognised gov-
ernment said its armed forces
had targeted the runway at
Sanaa International Airport to
prevent an Iranian plane from
landing.

A spokesman for Yemen’s
armed forces said the aircraft
landed safely at Hodeidah air-
port, aHouthi-controlled facil-
ity. The government, which op-
erates from the southern port of
Aden, has the backing of Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf states.

Smoke rises after an explosion at
the Sanaa International Airport
compound after Saudi airstrikes,
in Yemen, on Monday. ap

Self-immolation of 25-year-old sparks anger
against Balen govt, protests planned in Nepal

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, July 13

GANESH NEPALI’'S mortal re-
mains were on Monday con-
signed to flames at Aryaghat on
the bank of the Bagmati River,
two days after he succumbed to
injuries that he inflicted upon
himself, The incident has
brought anti-Balen Shah groups
together, pushing the Prime
Minister into the defensive.
The incident triggered
multiple protests against the
many alleged “lapses” com-
mitted by the government inits

Nepal PM Balendra Shah. riLe

103-day tenure.

Majjid Ansari, alaw student
and Gen Z activist who ulti-
mately paved the way for Balen's
rise to power with Rastriya Swa-
tantra Party sweepingthe March

S polls, is among the many ar-
rested and assaulted by the po-
lice during the past two days.

Ansari, 26, currently under
treatment at the Tribhuvan
University Teaching Hospital,
said he has not been given any
reason for his detention.

He also appealed to all
human right groups to make
the government answerable for
his assault and arrest when he
had gonetoa'holding centre'in
Kirtipur where those displaced
after the April 26 demolition
had been kept temporarily.

Theywerebeing asked tova-

catethe facility without another
alternative location. Inciden-
tally, entry to two media offices,
Kantipur and Himalaya TV,
were blocked for some time.

The protestors demanded
the new PM be more respectful
towards the poor. Sympathisers
of Ganesh Nepali and victims of
the April demolition drive had
joined the protest in front of
Singha Durbar, which houses
the Prime Minister’s Office. They
had assembled in big numbers
but their plan for a much bigger
rally on Monday did not take
place because of the rain.

Sam Neill, known for Jurassic Park role, dies at 78

Associated Press
Wellington, July 13

SAMNEILL, asmoothly elegant
and versatile actor whose career
moved from art film to block-
buster as he dodged velocirap-
torsinJurassic Park and played
Holly Hunter’shusband in The
Piano, hasdied. He was 78.

In 2023, Neill disclosed he
had been diagnosed with angio-
immunoblastic T-cell lym-
phoma, a rare type of non-
Hodgkinlymphoma. Neill died
on Monday in Sydney, accord-
ingtoastatement posted tothe

Fast-moving wildfire rages
near Paris, highways closed

Reuters
Paris, July13

A WILDFIRE tore through a for-
est near Paris on Monday, forc-
ing highway closures and
mobilising water-bombing air-
craft, while Spain’s death toll
from one of its deadliest wild-
fires rose to 13, as much of west-
ern Europe simmered in a
string of heatwaves.

The region is enduring its
third heatwave of the summer,
with tinder-dry vegetation and
high temperatures fuelling
blazes from the Iberian Penin-
sula to France. Many scientists
say climate change is making
wildfires more frequent and
difficult to combat.

France deployed hundreds
of firefightersto tackle the fast-
moving blaze which had
broken out alongside a motor-
way near Fontainebleau, home
to one of France’s best-known
royal palaces.

The death toll from last
week’s devastating wildfire in
Spain’s southern province of
Almeria reached 13 after a 93-
year-old British woman died
from burns on Sunday, with 10
people still missing as of Mon-
day, according to authorities.

Visiting Almeria on Mon-
day, Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez called to reinforce fire pre-
vention in the country. But the
impact of the summer
scorchers could be more grim.

actor’s social media page.

His death was “sudden and
unexpected,” the statement
said, adding that he “remained
cancer free” when he died. A
cause of death wasn’t specified.

“Sam was surrounded by
family and passed with the dig-
nity that has characterized his
whole life,” his family wrote.

Neill was one of a host of ac-
tors and directors who
achieved international fame
after an explosion of Australian
films that began in the late
1970s, a list that includes Paul
Hogan, Mel Gibson, Geoffrey

Sam Neill during the Toronto
International Film Festival on
September 6,2019. FiLe

Rush, Russell Crowe, Jane
Campion, Peter Weir and Gil-
lian Armstrong. His range was

remarkable, playing opposite
Helena Bonham Carter in the
Alan Ayckbourn comedy
Sweet Revenge to chopping off
Hunter’s finger in The Piano to
poking his own eyes out in the
sci-fi horror Event Horizon.
Perhaps Neill achieved his
highest level of fame in “Juras-
sicPark” playing paleontologist
Alan Grant, who is summoned
toanisland off Costa Ricawhere
a theme park has been built to
house herds of cloned dino-
saurs. He co-starred alongside
Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum and
Richard Attenborough.

UNDER LAW, VANCE WOULD GET ELEVATED, TAKE FINAL CALL

Trump for standing

Associated Press
Washington, July 13

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
is suggesting he has left stand-
ingorders for the US military to
destroy Iran “ at levels they’ve
never seen before ” if Tehran
follows through on its long-
standing threats to kill him.

But the US government has
no way to create an automatic,
preauthorized “dead man’s
switch” that would promptim-
mediate retaliation.

Instead, if Trump were
killed, the transfer of power to
hissuccessoris governed by the
25th Amendment and the
Presidential Succession Act of
1947. Vice President JD Vance
instantaneously would become
commander in chief and have
authority for any retaliation.

Under such a scenario,
Vance could do exactly what
Trump called for, though there
alsoisachance he could decide
not to follow his predecessor’s
orders — or offer a direct re-
sponse in a different way.

“The US has, for a whole
variety of reasons, never util-

ordertobomb Iran

ifitassassinates him

A mourner carries a placard reading ‘We Will Kill Trump’ during the
funeral procession of Ayatollah Ali Khameneiin Tehran. riLe

ized a technical ‘dead man’s
switch,” said Garrett M. Graff,
author of “Raven Rock: The
Story of the US Government’s
Secret Plan to Save Itself --
While the Rest of Us Die.”

The United States does have
extensive contingency plans
for continuity of governmentin
the event of a nuclear attack or
other major catastrophe that
wipes out most or all of Wash-
ington. But those plans also do
not allow for immediately
launching retaliatory strikes

upon the death of a president,
even if that president had de-
manded that the military be
ready to do so.

Trump nonetheless posted
on his social media website Sat-
urday that Iran had made
threats “to assassinate, or at-
tempt to assassinate” him and
he said 1,000 “missiles are
Locked and Loaded and aimed
atIslamic Republic of Iran, with
thousands more to immedi-
ately follow, should the Iranian
Government act on its threat.”

UK says a Tehran-backed group behind
attacks on Jewish community, bans IRGC

London:A series of arson and
vandalism attacks on Jewish
sites in Britain were work of a
proxy group backed by Iran, the
UK government said Monday.
The government said it is
banningthe Islamic Movement
of the Companions of the Right,
or IMCR, also known as Hara-
kat Ashab al-Yamin al-Islamia.
Italso banned Iran’s power-

US judge voids
Trump settlement
with IRS, says

it was improper

Agencies
Washington, July 13

A US judge on Monday voided
President Donald Trump’ssettle-
ment with the IRS that gave him
and hiscompanies sweepingtax
protections and initially set up
anearly $1.8 billion government
fund to pay victims of so-called
government weaponisation that
was later abandoned.

Terming it “improper pur-
pose”, US District Judge Kath-
leen Williams found Trump
and the IRS, which he oversees,
were not truly adverse to each
other asis required in civil law-
suitsunder the US Constitution.

Williams referred a Trump
lawyer in the case and senior
Justice Department officials
who signed off on the settle-
ment to state bar authorities to
determine if their actions viol-
ated legal ethics rules.

“The nature of the suit itself
and conduct of the parties and
counsel... make plain that this
was an attempt to use the Court
toprovide somelegitimacytoan
agreement to confer immunity
to people... affiliated with the
President and to earmark bil-
lions... from American taxpayers
toredress grievances notdefined
in thelaw,” Williams wrote.

ful paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard asathreat tonational se-
curity. Committing sabotage on
behalf of the groups will be
punishable by up to life im-
prisonment after Parliament
approvesthelegislation, which
the government expectsto take
place by the end of the week.
Security Minister Angela
Eagle said in a statement that

 *BRIEFLY

the IMCR has claimed seven at-
tacks in the UK.

The group had said online
that it was responsible for a
string of arson attacks on Jewish
sites in London in recent
months, including fires at syna-
gogues and Jewish charity am-
bulances, as well as a Persian-
language media organization
critical of Iran’s government. AP

SOUTHAFRICA

Police probing death of World
Cup footballer Jayden Adams

POLICE SAID Monday they are
investigating the death of South Af-
rica World Cup soccer player Jayden
Adams, after hisbody was found this
weekend at a property in the city of
Cape Town. The 25-year-old Adams
died two weeks after helping South
Africareach knockoutstage ofa
World Cup for the first time. “Cape

Town central police registered an

South Africa’s Jayden
Adams during the 2026
football World Cup. ap

EUROPEAN UNION

EU chief seeks
social media
curbs for kids

THE EUROPEAN Union

will move tolimit young
children’s accesstosocial
mediaacross 27-member
bloc, European Commission
chiefUrsulavonder Leyen
said on MondayVon der
Leyen presented a paper
from two experts
recommendingatiered ap-
proach, with under-13s only
allowed touse social media
forlimited periods under the
supervision of parents, care-
givers and teachers. REUTERS

inquest for probe following the dis-
covery of the body of a25-year-old
male on Saturday,” police said. AP

NIGERIA

EightKilled as
gunmen open
fire after funeral

GUNMEN OPENED fire at
people after afuneralin
north-central Nigeria, Kill-
ingeight, police said Mon-
day. The attackoccurredin
the early hours of Sunday in
the Otukpo-Nobi commu-
nity of Benue state. Five
others were wounded, state
police spokesperson Udeme
Edetsaid. It wasn’t clear
what triggered the attack.
Amnesty International
Nigeriasaid atleast10
people were Kkilled. AP

e THE SUGAR, CALLED ERYTHRULOSE, IS ALSO FOUND IN RASPBERRIES AND SELF-TANNERS; IT HIDES IN THE INTERSTELLAR MEDIUM

Sweet discovery: Astronomers find ‘sugar’ lurking in Space

Adithi Ramakrishnan
New York, July 13

THE SPACE between stars just
got a little sweeter. Astron-
omers have detected a type of
sugar in space that's also found
inraspberries and self-tanners.

The sugar, called Erythru-
lose, lurks in what’s called the
interstellar medium: thin
clouds of gas and dust littered
between stars.

Sugar does more than
sweeten tea and powder
doughnuts. Different varieties
fuel our cells and even make up
DNA. Scientists are itching to
know how sugars form because
they're a key ingredient for life
as we know it.

Using two dish-shaped
radio telescopes in Spain, re-
searchers collected data from a
large gas cloud near the center
of the Milky Way.

Theyidentified the sugarin
gas form by comparing tele-
scope signals to samples in the
lab. It’s the latest kind of sugar
detected in space —inaregion
crossed by NASA's twin
Voyager, the farthest spacecraft
to ever travel from Earth.

The results were published
Monday in the journal ‘Nature
Astronomy’. Scientists have
found interesting chemistry in
our galaxy, including building
blocks for genetic material and
parts of the cell.

They spotted a cousin to

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Aradio telescope at the Yebes Observatory in Spain. Ap

table sugar near the center of
the Milky Way about 25 years
ago, and black grains from as-

teroid Bennu retrieved by
NASA’s Osiris-Rex spacecraft
yielded other sugars, including

Kolkata

akey DNA ingredient.

The latest sugar isn’t essen-
tial for life, but can easily convert
toaformthat’sthoughttobe cru-
cial tokick-startinglife on Earth.
Andit’s one of the most complex
sugars spotted so far, said astro-
physicist Erika Hamden with
the University of Arizona.

It's “a pristine example of
the stuff that’s just floating out
in the galaxy,” said Hamden,
who had no role in the new re-
search.

These interstellar investiga-
tions are all about understand-
inghow life got started. Did far-
away comets or space rocks
deliver the essential ingredi-
ents tous? Or were the essential
components already here that

eventually gave rise to our solar
system?

“The new sugar lends evi-
dence to the latter theory. Re-
searchers want to look for more
sugarsinspace and learn about
how they convert to different
forms. Finding them in one
spot means they're likely also
hidingin distant corners of the
galaxy along with other impor-
tant bits,” said study author
Izaskun Jiménez-Serra, an as-
trophysicist at the Center for
Astrobiology in Spain.

“The key ingredients for the
origin of life could be presentin
other regions across the galaxy,
opening the possibility for life
todevelop elsewhere in the uni-
verse,” Jiménez-Serra said. AP
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®INDIA'S LARGEST GLOBAL
textile event, Bharat Tex 2026,
begins at Bharat Mandapam.
The four-day event will show-
case India’s growing global
leadership in textiles, fashion,
sustainability, technology,
innovation, investment and
international trade.

®©COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
Minister Piyush Goyal will be

in Belgiumto hold CEO-level
meetings to discuss partner-
shipsinarange of sectors —
from aerospace, defence to
cybersecurity and sustainable
manufacturing.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Platformhasno
political colour... PM
shouldnt be rigid

. EXPRESS
Interview

PTI

SONAMWANGCHUK
ACTIVIST

Saurabh Dwivedi
New Delhi, July 13

ACTIVIST SONAM Wangchuk
entered the 16th day of his
hunger strike at Jantar Mantar
on Monday, as part of the pro-
test organised by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) seeking Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation over the
leak of NEET-UG questions.

Inaninterviewto Indian Ex-
press Hindi, Wangchuk urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to listen to the “voice of the
people”, and urged “leaders from
all parties” to join the protest.
Excerpts:

The opposition to your
protest suggests the basic
issueis a comprehensive
reform of the exam system.
Will the resignation of an
individual resolve this?
Definitely not, but it will
pave the way for accountability.
Until the government institutes
accountability, this kind of im-
punity and arbitrary decision-
making will continue. This is
not just an indictment of the
education system, but of the
entire Indian society. What sort
of doctor would you get if the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SAYS U.S. WILL BLOCKADE IRAN IN STRAIT

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

US guardian of Hormuz, to charge
ships 20% for safe passage: Trump

Commerce Secy: India,
US framework deal ready,
tobe signed at right time

AsUS, Iran trade
attacks, oil prices
rise over 4 per cent

Elwely Elwelly,
TalaRamadan

& Katharine Jackson
Dubai, Washington, July 13

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
said on Monday the United
States was reinstating its block-
ade of Iranian shipping in the
Gulf and would ensure the
Strait of Hormuz stays open —
for a fee — after the two sides
exchanged more missile and
drone attacks.

The latest hostilities fol-
lowed an announcement by
Iran at the weekend that it was
closing the strait, and cast
further doubt on the viability of
an interim deal to halt the war
and drove oil prices higher.

“The Hormuz Straitisopen,

Boys play in the waters of Strait of Hormuz as smoke rises froma
blast off Bandar Abbas, Iran, Monday. A

and will remain open, with or
without Iran. We are reinstating
theIranianblockade... All other
countries will have fair and
open use of the Strait,” Trump
said on Truth Social. “The USA
will be, from this point forward,
known as ‘the guardian of the
Hormuz Strait’, but as such,
and as a matter of fairness, will

Rs 5lakhtoevery Rath
Yatra organiser, rose
petal shower on jal jatris
in Bengal, courtesy govt

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, July 13

THE BJP government in West
Bengal on Monday announced
a slew of measures for the up-
coming Rath Yatra festival, in-
cludingagrantofRs51lakh each
toRath Yatracommitteesinthe
state.

The governmenthasalsode-
cided tosetup sevakendras (ser-
vice centres) in 75 Rath Yatra
melas (fairs) across the state.

Thisisthe first time that the
BJP-led government has an-
nounced sops for religious fes-

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

mrciruu'j.
it is still not
Ove Nation,
\ETED) O E(imination.

WHY A MOSQUE
INSIDE ATRPORT
HAS STIRRED ROW

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari addresses a
presser in Kolkata, Monday. p1i

tivals after coming to power in
May this year.

“We have to hold on and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

be reimbursed, at the rate of
20% on all cargo shipped, for
any and all costs necessary to
do the job of providing safety
and security to this very volatile
section of the world. The pro-
cess and formation will begin
immediately,” he said.
Iran’s top joint military
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Says will provide
pathway to address
US tariffs under
Section 301

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, July 13

THE INDIA-US trade deal will
provide a pathway to address
the proposed US tariffs on India
under the Section 301 trade
probe and will aim to protect
Indian exporters from addi-
tional tariffs after the signing of
the deal, Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal said on Mon-

Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal

day, adding that there is agree-
ment on the framework deal
and the signing will take place
at the “right moment".

On June 9, government of-
ficials had said the India-US
deal can be finalised only after

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘SCsets aside foreigner tag for 27

in Assam: ‘Follow fair process’

Bench says no coercive action until
Tribunals decide afresh on citizenship

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, July 13

UNDERLINING THAT citizen-
ship determinations must be
carried out through a “fair, law-
ful and reasonable process,” the
Supreme Court on Monday set
aside abatch of 27 judgments of
the Gauhati High Court that
upheld ex-parte orders of For-
eigners Tribunals declaringthe
individuals in these cases to be
foreigners.

Abench of Justices Vikram

| Nath and Sandeep Mehta re-

EXPLAINED

Test of powers

The case tests the limits of
Foreigners Tribunals’
powerstorender crucial
decisions on citizenship
without the participation of
the accused —and whether
constitutional courts can
refuse to assess documen-
tary evidence dueto proce-
dural delays.

No matter who wins, France vs

Spain a dive into football’s future

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
CUP

Sandip G
New York, July 13

BEHIND FRANCE'S relentless
attack is a 24-year-old conduc-
tor with dreadlocks and in-
stincts that seem borrowed
from another era. Behind
Spain’simpenetrable defenceis
al9-year-old whose composure
belongs to a man twice his age.
The France versus Spain semifi-
nal in Dallas is many things at
once: a tactical chess match, a
collision of European giants, a
gamethat deserved tobea final.
Above all, it is a window into

A" 1

Lamine Yamal, 19, of Spain;
(right) France’s Michael Olise, 24,
with Kylian Mbappe, 26. ap

football’s future.
Some ofthese players are al-
ready superstars. Kylian

Mbappeisonly 26, arguably not
yet at his peak. But it is the
names beyond Mbappe that
hum with possibility, players
who could fill the vast space
Messiand Ronaldo, Modricand

AT e
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De Bruyne, will eventually
leave behind.

Michael Oliseis the fulcrum
of France’s machine. Before
this World Cup, he was known
chiefly to European football
devotees. Now he is unmis-
sable, a playmaker of equal

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e CAPITAL'S UNASSUMING BUILDINGS THAT SERVED AS NATION’S BACK OFFICES BEING RAZED UNDER CENTRAL VISTA PROJECT

No more than 9 storeys, nothing lavish: Backstory
of buildings making way for new central secretariat

Damini Nath
New Delhi, July 13

NIRMAN BHAWAN was the
first to go down in May, after
which the hammer came down

tariat, Kartavya Bhawan.
Government records docu-
menting their construction,
along with publications from
the time, tell the story of how a
newly Independent nation

on Udyog Bha- soughttocatchup
wan; Shastri B.haj EXPRESS withthe demapds
wan and Krishi o of an expanding
Bhawan will be SpeClal governance ma-
the next to be de- chinery despite li-
molished. With mited resources.

that, the Capital’s unassuming
Nehruvian-era buildings,
which served as the nation’s
back offices, housing several
key Central ministries and
thousands of staff, will make
way for a new central secre-

In 1947, the Union govern-
ment primarily worked out of
the North Block and South
Block Secretariat buildings that
were designed by Herbert Baker
and Edwin Lutyens. Behind
these blocks were World War I1-

% 2
AV

The old Udyog Bhawan in 1962; (right) Krishi Bhawan is set to be demolished soon. Express ARCHIVE

era hutments that accommo-
dated more government offi-
cials, according to the records.

The task of expanding the
Secretariat fell on the Central
Public Works Department

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

(CPWD), then a department
under the Ministry of Works,

»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2 |
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IN2YEARS, 193 SENT
FROM ASSAMTO
BANGLADESH

manded all 27 cases to the rel-
evant Foreigners Tribunals for
fresh adjudication, noting that
the question of citizenship
carriessignificant constitutional
weight. “Citizenship and for-
eigner status occupy a field of
high constitutional and legal sig-
nificance,” the court observed.
The Foreigners Act 1946
prescribes a special burden of
proof on individuals to prove
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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PLEAS ASK FOR CBI PROBE, CAG AUDIT

Ram temple ‘theft:
SC stepsin, seeks
SI'T status report

CJI-led bench
issues notices to
Centre, State, Trust

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, July 13

THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day sought a status report from
the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) constituted by the Uttar
Pradesh government to probe
the alleged misappropriation of
donations at the Ram Temple
in Ayodhya.

A three-judge bench led by
Chief Justice of India SuryaKant
alsoissued noticestothe Centre,
the Uttar Pradesh government
and the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

Thebench, which included
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, was hearing separ-
ate petitions seeking a CBI
probe into the alleged misap-
propriation of donations, an
audit of the Trust’s finances by
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG), and directions
to safeguard the interests of
devotees and donors.

I — =]
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Trust member Dinendra Das
inspects the donation room at
the Ram temple, Monday. ani

“Since it’s averred in the
petition(s) that FIR has already
been registered and SIT has
been constituted to investigate
the matter, we direct the SIT
constituted by the state of Uttar
Pradesh to submit a status re-
port. Post this matter for further
consideration next Monday.
The status report shall also give
the particulars of the composi-
tion of the SIT,” the bench said.

The SIT, set up by the Uttar
Pradesh government on June

13, comprises Lucknow
Divisional Commissioner
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Search for Trust CEO:
Ram devotee, 20 years’
leadership experience

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, July 13

CANDIDATES AGED 50 to 70,
“practising Hindu” with “devo-
tion to Lord Ram” — these are
among the key qualifications
the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust has laid
down in a notification issued
Monday asit formally launched
thesearch forthe Ram temple’s
first Chief Executive Officer
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(CEO)inthewake ofthe alleged
donation theft.

The move marks the biggest
administrative overhaul of the
body that runs the Ayodhya
temple since it was constituted
in 2020. Unlike the existing ar-
rangement, where trustees di-
rectly supervised several oper-
ational functions, the CEO is
expected to oversee day-to-day
administration, leaving the
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Badrinath temple
official arrested
over donations
‘misappropriation’

Aiswarya Raj
Dehradun, July 13

AN OFFICIAL in the office of
the chairman of the Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple Committee
has been arrested in Uttarak-
hand for allegedly misappro-
priating temple donations, po-
lice said Monday.

According to Chamoli Po-
lice, the official was accused of
misappropriating ‘thali bhent’
(plate offerings) at Badrinath
Dham. On July 8, Yudhveer
Pushpwan, officer-in-charge of
the Badrinath Temple, on be-
half of the BKTC, submitted a
written complaint at Badrinath
Police Station. The complaint
stated that after information
was received regarding finan-
cial irregularities during the
counting of ‘thali bhent’ dona-
tionson July 2, the chairman of
the temple committee ordered
a departmental inquiry.

An SIT arrested Pramod
Nautiyal from his residence in
Dehradun late Sunday. He was
produced in court. “The inves-
tigation further found that, at
different times, the accused al-
legedly removed Rs 500 cur-
rency notes, packets contain-
ing gold and silver coins, a
Shaligram stone, and a packet
of saffron from the counting
room and illegally took them
into his possession. Statements
of the complainant and other
relevant witnesses have been
recorded. Based on the CCTV
footage and other documen-
tary evidence, the police said
they had gathered sufficient
evidence against the accused,”
the Chamoli police said in a
statement.

CEO

Trust to focus on policy deci-
sions.

As per the notification,
those wishing to apply must
have at least 20 years of execu-
tive leadership experiencein a
large organisation, government
department, institution or
company.

Applicants must have
handled multiple functions, in-
cluding administration, fi-
nance, human resources, pub-
lic relations, information
technology, security and legal
affairs. Those with experience
in managing large religious in-
stitutions will be given prefer-
ence.

In a key eligibility condi-
tion, the Trust has said the ap-
plicant must be a “practising
Hindu” with “devotion to Lord
Ram” and should be proficient
in both Hindi and English.

The Trust hasuploaded the
detailed eligibility criteria on its
official website and appointed
a secretary to assist the panel
during the selection process.
Applications must be sub-
mitted by 4 pm on July 18
through the email address
specified in the notification.

A three-member selection
committee, constituted to over-
see the appointment, had met
on Monday and decided to in-
vite applications through
email.

The committee comprises
retired Supreme Court judge
Justice Pramod Kohli, retired
Lieutenant General Vishnu-
kant Chaturvedi, and retired

Accordingtothe police, pre-
liminary inquiry found prima
facie evidence that Nautiyal, an
employee of the temple com-
mittee, had illegally taken
temple cash and other offerings
from the donation counting
room for his personal benefit.
Based on the complaint, an FIR
was registered at Badrinath Po-
lice Station for theft by clerk or
servant and aggravated crimi-
nal breach of trust of the Bhara-
tiya Nyay Sanhita.

Superintendent of Police
Surjeet Singh Panwar said that
an SIT was constituted under
the supervision of DSP. During
the investigation, the SIT in-
spected the scene, recorded
statements of the complainant
and other witnesses, and exam-
ined the CCTV footage fromthe
donation counting room re-
corded on July 2. “The footage
allegedly showed accused Pra-
mod Nautiyal repeatedly tak-
ing cash and other offerings out
of the counting room by con-
cealing them beneath his mo-
bile phone and in his pockets,”
the police have said.

The Badrinath-Kedarnath
Temple Committee (BKTC) had
earlier taken disciplinary action
by suspending Nautiyal. Ac-
cording to the order issued by
the committee, a show-cause
notice was served to Nautiyal
onJuly 3, after allegations of ir-
regularities in the discharge of
his official duties came to light.

On July 10, Nautiyal had
moved the Uttarakhand High
Court after the FIR seeking re-
lief in the matter. The high
court had asked the state coun-
sel togetinstructions and listed
itonJuly16.

nuclear scientist and former
chairperson of the Shri Saibaba
Sansthan Trust in Shirdi Suresh
Haware.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press over the phone last week
from Srinagar, as he partici-
pated in the ongoing Amarnath
Yatra, Haware had called his
new assignment a manage-
ment challenge “bigger than
Tirupati, Shirdi or even many
of the country’s largest busi-
ness organisations”.

“The challenge before us is
very bigbecauseitisaquestion
of public trust. Once trust is
broken, it takes years to rebuild.
Therefore, the system we create
has to be transparent,” he said,
addingthat he believesthe task
startswith finding the right per-
son. And “the primary require-
mentis Ram kepratishraddha
ka bhav (devotion to Lord
Ram)”.

On why Ayodhya requires a
different model of administra-
tion, he had said: “Itisasymbol
of faith and identity... This is
perhaps the biggest temple in-
stitution in the country... That
makes the responsibility much
greater."

According to the annexure
issued by the Trust about the
responsibilities, the CEO will
function as the highest execu-
tive authority of the organisa-
tion and report to the Trust's
General Secretary. As per the
notification, the CEO will be ap-
pointed for aninitial three-year
term, extendable based on per-
formance, and will be head-
quartered in Ayodhya. The sal-
ary and other service
conditions will be finalised
through mutual discussions.

Two UP cops booked for
murder after ‘custodial’
death of Dalit man

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, July 13

A DALIT labourer , 44, died
after police in UP’s Ballia alleg-
edly picked him up tolocate his
son, with his family alleging he
was harassed and assaulted. A
murder case has been regis-
tered against two policemen, a
village head and three others.
The cops have been suspended,
even as police deny custodial
assault.

The case has sparked pro-
tests by the victim’s family, who
alleged that police assaulted
Kamji Gond to force him to re-
veal the whereabouts of his son,
Vishal Gond, 22, an accused in
an assault case. Police rejected
the allegations, saying that
Kamji developed breathing dif-
ficulties and was released into
the care of alocal resident.

Ballia Police said a murder

case was registered against six
people, including Sub-Inspec-
tor Sachin Saroj, Constable
Ankit Singh and village head
Ashutosh Shankar Singh at Re-
vati police station. Arrests have
not been made. Two of the ac-
cused are members of the Dalit
community.

SP Ballia, Omvir Singh, said
the sub-inspector and con-
stable whowere involved inthe
questioning have been sus-
pended, while the SHO of Re-
vati police station, Raj Kishore
Singh, has been removed from
his post pending further
inquiry.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Vishal said the sequence
of events began on July 7, when
he got into an argument with a
local shopkeeper, Suraj Kan-
naujia, after visiting his shop
near Khedan Chaurahain Gaig-
hat village to buy chicken.

FROM PAGE 1

‘Guardian of Hormu?z’

command said the US had no
role in determining the future
of the vital shipping route and
would not be allowed to inter-
veneinthe managementofthe
strait. The UN’s shipping
agency pushed back against
Trump’s proposal, saying it op-
poses any fees for straitsused in
international navigation and
stressing that there is no legal
basis for introducing manda-
tory tolls on strait transits.
Trump has previously sug-
gested the US could charge tolls
on shipping through the strait,
butithassofarnotdonesoand
itwasunclearifit would follow
through on Trump’s declar-
ation this time.

Before the conflict began in
February, around a fifth of the
world’s oil and gas traffic
passed through Hormuz daily,

delivering more than 15 million
barrels per day of fuel to global
markets worth at least $1.2 bil-
lion. If the US were to impose a
20% fee, it could generate
around $250 million a day.

Iran has sought to establish
a permanent fee and permit
system of its own for vessels
using the strait.

Thousands of people have
been killed in the war, mainly
inIran and Lebanon.

The US Central Command
said on Monday its forces struck
asubmarine and ship mainten-
ance facility in Iran on Sunday
using one-way attack drones.
Iran’s official news agency
IRNA cited a local official on
Monday assaying the US had at-
tacked military sites including
Qeshm, Bandar Abbas and Aba-
daninsouthern and southwest-

Framework deal

the US Section 301 probeiscom-
pleted. The US has already pro-
posed a12.5% tariff on India fol-
lowing a Section 301
investigation into forced labour
concerns. At a public hearing
last week, India sought the re-
view of proposed US tariffs, cit-
inginconsistenciesin its Section
301 investigation. The United
States Trade Representative
(USTR) is also investigating
India, among other countries,
for excess capacity underwhich
the USis expected to propose ad-
ditional tariffs.

“As of now, there are two sets
of investigations that are going
on. One is at an advanced stage.

World Cup

parts intuition and intelligence,
running the French show with
his passing, movement and
energy. In full flight, heisajoyto
watch, all snake-hipped pirou-
ettes and delectable touches, a
man who seems to have more
time on the ball than physics
should allow. He uses that time
tobend games to his will.

His path here was not
straightforward. His father, Vin-
cent, grew up playing cricket in
Nigeriabefore migratingto Lon-
don andbuildingalifeinthe cor-
porate world. Football was never
the plan. It became young Mi-
chael’s fixation anyway, and Vin-
cent would joke that it came en-
tirely from his mother’sside. She
isFrench-Algerian, which made
Olise eligible to represent four
nations. He chose France be-
cause his idols were French,
Zinedine Zidane above all. The
admiration has since come full

ASssam

that they are not foreigners. In
thisbatch of cases, the Tribunals
had initiated action and passed
decrees without hearing the in-
dividuals.

While the Supreme Courtdid
not examine the legislation’s
validity, it said that burden of
proof cannot dilute due process.
“The statutory burden under
Section 9 of the 1946 Act re-
mains fully applicable. The re-
mand being directed by this
Court is not intended to dilute
thatburden, norisitintendedto
confer any equity in favour of a
person who is unable to estab-
lish his or her claim in accord-
ancewith law. Itisonly toensure
that the serious consequence of
being declared a foreigner fol-
lows from an adjudication
which satisfies the requirements
of the 1946 Act, the 1964 Order,
and the constitutional mandate
of fairness,” the ruling stated.

Forexample,inonecase, the
conflict originated from an order
issued by the Foreigners Tribu-
nal on May 9, 1997, by the Illegal
Migrant (D) Tribunal, which de-
clared Sabitri Dey and her hus-
band, Sambhu Dey, to be illegal
migrants because they failed to
appearin court after being sum-
moned. The petitioners argued
that they were unaware of the
proceedings and that the order
was based on hearsay evidence
from an Enquiry Officer rather
than substantive proof. They
claimed that they learnt of the
1997 tribunal order in 2019 and
moved the Gauhati High Court.
Before the High Court, they ar-
gued that failure to providelegal
aid or appoint an amicus curiae
constitutesabreach of Article21
related to the right to a fair and
just procedure. The Gauhati
High Court dismissed their in-
itial appeal in 2020, citing “utter
negligence” because they waited
23 yearsto challenge the order.

India has joined consultation,
givenitssubmissions. Their draft
investigation report was out last
month, and we expect the final
investigation to be out at some
point this month. Inthe otherin-
vestigation, thedraft reportisstill
not out. We understand that
once the draft report comes, it
will take 4-6 weeks minimum,
maybe more, to complete the
outcome,” Agrawal said at a press
briefing here Monday.

“As far as the trade deal is
concerned, whenever we are sig-
ning, all aspects of the trade re-
lations negotiations will get ad-
dressed. Any trade deal will
address all aspects of the rela-

circle. “People see thedribbling,
the tricks and the flair,” Zidane
said on Canal Plus, “but what
impresses me mostis hisunder-
standingofthe game. He knows
exactly when to slow it down,
whentoaccelerate,and whento
deliver the final pass.”

The players around Olise
only deepen the alarm for
France’srivals. Desire Doue, op-
eratingto Olise'sleft, has explos-
ive pace, immaculate control
and the kind of versatility that
leaves managers debatingwhere
besttodeploy him. Bradley Bar-
cola, only 23, offers similar elec-
tricity from the other flank. Di-
dier Deschamps has the
happiest headache of all man-
agers, because the French cup-
board is overflowing. So flush is
it that Rayan Cherki, a 22-year-
old of exceptional talent, has
played just 61 minutes, and 20-
year-old Warren Zaire-Emery
had to wait until the dying mo-
ments of the Morocco quarterfi-
nal to make his World Cup
debut. Midfielder Manu Kone

ern Iran. It confirmed the
deaths of two people in the Aba-
danattack. Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards said on Monday they
had targeted US military facil-
itiesin Bahrain and Kuwait, de-
stroyed radar systemsin Oman
and hit fuel tanks and ammuni-
tion depots at Prince Hassan Air
Base in Jordan in response to
US strikes.

Bahrain said its air defence
systems had intercepted sev-
eral Iranian missile and drone
attacks early on Monday. The
latest exchanges mark an esca-
lation in both the pace and geo-
graphic reach of attacks over
the past week, throwing into
question aninterim US-Iranian
agreement signed last month to
reopen the strait and halt hos-
tilities.

Trump has said he con-
siders the ceasefire over, while
leaving the door open to further
talks. “We had a deal. It was a
donedeal, and then they broke

tionship and provide a pathway
for all these aspects. The path-
way can be done before and
after. Trade deals are about com-
parative advantage, which is an
integral part of the deal which
we have finalised. Both sides
understand it. But whenever
youdoatradedeal,itshould not
happen that new tariffs are
coming in. Both sides will find
an innovative way to address all
aspects of the trade deal,” Agra-
wal said.

Meanwhile, senior govern-
ment officials told The Indian
Expressthatthere were points of
contention in the India-US ne-
gotiationslast month. A govern-
ment official, who did not want
to be named, said the US is not
willingtosoftenitsdemand and
that things are not "hunky-dory"

and centre-back Jean-Clair
Todibo, two of the tournament's
most assured performers, are
both 25. “They could be a dy-
nasticteam,” Thierry Henry has
said.Itishard to argue.

Spain offer a parallel vision.
Lamine Yamal turned 19 re-
cently and is already spoken of
as the player who will carry
Messi’s torch. He has more club
goals and assists than either
Messi or Ronaldohad athis age,
and isthe most purely entertain-
ing player at this tournament.
Hisleft footbendstohisimagin-
ation.

On the flanks, Nico Williams
and AlexBaena, both 24, provide
different but complementary
threats. Williams, still working
his way back from injury and li-
mited to cameos, can be as dev-
astating as Yamal on his day.
Baena is less flashy but craftier,
with a hammer for a right foot
that opponents underestimate
at their cost.

If Yamal is Spain’s figure-
head, then Pedri and Pau Cu-

llgckstory of buildings

Housing and Supply. It wasdur-
ing the tenure of Shridhar
Krishna Joglekar, only the sec-
ond Indiantohold the post after
G B Deolikar, as the CPWD’s
chiefarchitect from1952t01968,
that the four Bhawans were
completed.

In their 2015 book, India:
Modern Architecturesin History,
Peter Scriver and Amit Srivas-
tavawrote that the senior CPWD
architects were the most power-
ful players in modern planning
and building in post-Indepen-
dence India, but remained sub-
ordinatetothe engineeringhier-
archy.

“Within the still-expansive
territorial domain of post-Parti-
tion India, the CPWD remained
responsible for producing and
maintaining all buildings and
infrastructure under the direct
control of the central govern-
ment. Still dominated by
budget-minded engineers, how-
ever, such extensive power and
potential tochangetended tobe
mediated by the inertia of con-
vention,” they wrote.

The firstbuildingtocomeup
was Krishi Bhawan, which
houses the Ministry of Agricul-
ture. Indian Builder,amagazine
published at the time, noted the
significance of the project in its
March 1957 edition. A copy of the
magazine, shared by photogra-
pher Ram Rahman, whose
father, Habib Rahman, was the
chief architect of the CPWD in
the 1970s, showed photographs
of the completed “multi-
storeyed office buildings for the
Government of India”, along
with advertisements by the vari-
ous contractors who worked on
the project.

Themagazine noted thatthe
foundation stone of Krishi Bha-
wanwaslaid onJune16,1952, by
Sardar Swaran Singh, who was
then the minister in charge of
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the Works Ministry. The project
wasestimated tohave cost Rs10
crore.

Indian Builderfurther noted
itseconomical design, restricted
floor heights, and provision for
future lifts. According to the
magazine, the floor height had
beenrestricted tollfeetinthein-
terestof economy. “Thiswasthe
barest minimum permissible as
the air conditioning ducts were
to run along the ceilings of the
corridors...” Though it was not
possible to install all the lifts
then, lift wells had been pro-
vided at various places, the
magazine added. It also ident-
ified BS Godbole asthe architect
of the building and Joglekar as
the chiefarchitect.

Thenextbuildingtocomeup
was Udyog Bhawan, which
housed the Ministry of Com-
merce until recently, among
others. Accordingtothe CPWD’s
Central Vista project website, it
was R I Gehlote who designed
the building in 1957.

Soon after, another multi-
storeyed Secretariat building
was proposed at 1, Rajendra Pra-
sad Road, triggering a wider de-
bate over the expansion of the
Central Secretariat. Files ac-
cessed from the National
Archives show that the CPWD
prepared the proposal in 1957,
butthe Cabinet approved it only
in1960. The delay was partly be-
causethe CPWD’sdesign did not
conform to the Town Planning
Organisation’s (TPO) recom-
mendation for a20-storey office
tower in the open area around
Vijay Chowk.

On April 11, 1960, at a meet-
inginthe CPWD chiefengineer’s
room, CPWD officials resisted
theidea of construction around
Vijay Chowk. The chief archi-
tect, Joglekar, rejected the TPO's
recommendation, arguing that
itwould violate Lutyens’ vision.

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

it. They always break it. We've
had 10 deals with these people,
and so we're just going to hit
them very hard,” he said in a
phone interview with Fox News
on Monday.

Iran’s top negotiator, Mo-
hammad Bager Qalibaf, struck
asimilarly forceful toneon X on
Sunday: “The era of one-sided
deals is over. We told you: keep
your word or pay the price.”

Control of the Strait of Hor-
muz has become one of the
main battlegrounds of the con-
flict. Iran's effective blockade of
the strait has pushed up energy
prices, and Tehran said on
Monday it continued to control
the channel. Brent crude
jumped by more than 4% on
Monday on Trump's latest
comments and on fears of
further disruption in the Strait
of Hormuz, although prices re-
mained below peaks reached
earlier in the conflict.

REUTERS

with Washington. Another offi-
cial said that India will not open
its market for US agricultural
products, indicating continued
differences over market access
for agricultural products.

However, in a social media
post on Monday, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said India
and the US are committed to a
"balanced" agreement. “I had
fantastic meetings with USTR
Jamieson Greer when he visited
Delhi in June. Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment to an
agreement that is balanced,
commercially meaningful, and
delivers tangible benefits for
businesses, farmers, workers
and consumers in both coun-
tries. Our teams remain fully en-
gaged in achieving this objec-
tive,” Goyal said.

barsi form the nucleus. Pedri, 23,
is the metronome. Even in the
tightest spaces he finds passing
lanes, rarely loses the ball, and
has the rare gift of making time
seem to expand around him.
Xavi,who coached him at Barce-
lona, once said: “Pedri has no
ceiling.” His football at its best is
improvised art, a throwback to
Spain'stiki-takapeak.Sodeepis
the Spanish midfield that 21-
year-old Gavi, world-classin his
own right, has barely featured.

And then there is Cubarsi,
who anchors a defence broken
only onceinthistournament. At
19, he plays with the authority of
a seasoned veteran. Only Paolo
Maldini had more clean sheets
in a World Cup at the same age.
“It doesn't seem like he's 19,”
goalkeeper Unai Simon said.
“The way he takes on responsi-
bility is enviable.” Xavi put it
more simply: “When I watch
him, my heart rate doesn't
change.”

Dallas cannot come soon
enough.

“It was decided that func-
tionally and aesthetically, no
proposal to extend building ac-
tivity beyond the existing
boundaries into the Central
Vista should be contemplated,”
the minutes of the meeting
noted.

Eventually, at its December
22,1960, meeting, the Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Nehru decided to keep the pro-
posed buildings restricted to
fewer storeys, with no construc-
tion around Vijay Chowk.

Costwas a primary concern.
“Construction of office buildings
of more than 6 storeyswould in-
volve prestressed concrete con-
struction or steel frames, high-
speed lifts and escalators,
requiring foreign exchange,
which Government canill afford
at present. Also, in view of the
subsoil water in Delhi, it will be
inadvisable to undertake the
construction of buildings more
thansixstoreyshigh,” according
to a Cabinet note prepared by
Secretary T Sivasankar.

Another concern was the
message that a 20-storey gov-
ernmentbuildingwould send to
the citizens of a newly indepen-
dent country still grappling with
widespread poverty. “Although
thebuildingssofarputupbythe
Central PWD are only six-
storeyed ones on which the
maximum possible economy
has been achieved and which
are utility buildings designed to
meet functional needs, there has
been criticism in Parliament of
extravagance in constructing
large palatial and ‘prestige’
buildings. If skyscrapers, as pro-
posed by the TPO, are built, it
would bedifficult to counter the
criticism that money is being
squandered on lavish construc-
tion when it ought to be con-
served for urgent and produc-
tiveuses,” the Cabinet note said.

On December 22, 1960, the
Cabinet approved the plan,
largely accepting the CPWD's
objectionstothe TPO’s proposal.

Kolkata

SI_Treport

Vijay Vishwas Pant, Inspector
General of Police (Lucknow
Range) Kiran S and Special Sec-
retary (Finance) Neel Ratan. The
SIT submitted its preliminaryre-
port to the state government on
June 23.

Appearingforthe Centreand
the state government, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said that
anoticeneed notbeissued tothe
Trustat thisstage. “Wewill place
it (SIT report) for Your Lordship’s
consideration in a sealed cover
because aninvestigation is going
on,” Mehtasaid.

The bench turned down
Mehta's request to defer the is-
suance of notice to the Trust.

The Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra was set up fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s No-
vember 2019 Ayodhya judg-
ment. The Court had directed
that the government formulate
a scheme within three months

ﬁngchuk

exam paper is leaked? Such
doctors would be attending to
your children; engineers who
passed by cheating would con-
struct your buildings, which will
eventually collapse, and lives
will be lost.

More importantly, honesty
holds no value in the country
today. Everything operates on
dishonesty; everythingisup for
sale — from exam papers to
votes. How can any country
progress like this? Forget be-
coming a ‘developed’ nation,
how will we even be able to face
this global village?

Today marks the 16th day of
your hunger strike. Has the
Narendra Modi
government made any
contact with you, directly
orindirectly?

No. So, our attempt now isto
make our voice even louder so
that it can reach them. If it has
not reached them, it is not just
the fault of the government, it is
alsothe fault of the people of this
country who have not helped to
amplifyittoanextentthatitcan
be perceived as a critical issue.
Will you wait to raise your voice
until you are alone with nobody
beside you? If the people come
out and raise their voices, the
government will have no choice
buttoengageinadialoguetore-
solve it. But we hope that the
governmentisnotsoinsensitive.
Perhaps they will attempt to re-
solve the matter in a day or two.

Are the channels for dialo-
gue open? Ifyou are invited
for talks, is it possible you
may agree on the broader
issue oflong-term reforms,
ratherthanjustinsistingon
theresignation?

A resignation, or account-
ability, is merely the starting
point. The door must then open
to determine the right course of
action. This issue must be de-
bated during the Monsoon
Session of Parliament. And to
formulate those broader re-
forms, the government should
rope in these young people or
educationists like me.

B_engal

take forward our culture and
traditions. There are so many
Rath Yatras in Bengal that are
hundreds of years old. West
Bengal was not only a cultural
hubbutalso aplace of religious
traditions,” Bengal Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari said.

“Earlier, the state govern-
ment used to send some traffic
police to such Rath Yatras. But
this time we will honour the
Rath Yatracommittees and help
them preserve the culture and
traditions. The state govern-
mentwillgrant RsSlakheachto
60 Rath Yatra committees in
Bengal. Thelist of recipients will
be updated next year,” the CM
said after a virtual meeting with
district officials, police officers,
and members of Ratha Yatra
committees.

He asked the committees to
use the grant to better maintain
raths (chariots), especially the
wooden ones, in need of repair.

The Adhikari government
also made announcements
keepingin view the holy month
of Sravan. “This is the time for
Sravan Melas, when jal jatris
(kanwariyas) walk to temples.
We have decided to set up seva
kendras every five kilometers
from Sheoraphuli to Tarakesh-
war Dham. We have granted Rs
15 crore for the preservation
and development of Tarakesh-
war Dham. There will be tents,

for setting up the Trust and
transferring the disputedland to
it. Acting under the Acquisition
of Certain Area at Ayodhya Act,
1993, the Centre constituted the
Trust on February 5, 2020, and
transferred the acquiredland to
itthrough a Gazette notification.
While one of the petitioners
had also sought the SIT report,
Mehta opposed the request.
“We will see later on. It’s an
ongoing investigation. You
know the law well,” the CJI said.
The petitioners also sought
directions for preservation of
records, including financial rec-
ords, physical documents, digi-
tal ledgers, UPI transaction logs
andbank statements, to prevent
any tampering with evidence.
“Much water has flown since
I filed this petition. SIT was con-
stituted, and certain develop-
ments have occurred. So, at this
stage, because some CCTV foot-
age, DVR records are perishable
in nature, they may be de-
stroyed, damaged...,” one of the
petitioners said.

Does itbother youthatthe
supportonsocial mediais
notreflecting on ground?

About 5,000-7,000 people
turnup throughouttheday. The
numbers may not have ex-
ceeded our expectations, but
they aren’t so low as to cause
concern. People should observe
aone-day fastinsolidarity. They
must take some of this pain
upon themselves to convey the
gravity of the situation to the
government.

People have pointed out
thatifthe objectiveis the
same, why areyouonthe
stage while Left-affiliated
students are protesting on
the ground? Also, since Left
student outfits... dominate
the gatheringhere,some
people are keeping their
distance.

We have extended an invita-
tion to BJP as well. I personally
urge everyone to join me on the
stage, but I was told that due to
the sheer numbers, it wouldn’t
befeasible.leave theselogistical
decisions to the organisers.

Arethe organisers expe-
cting Oppositionleaders
like Rahul Gandhiand
AKkhilesh Yadavtojoin the
protest?

I am very hopeful that
leaders from all political parties
will come. If they don’t, it will
only reflect their narrow-mind-
edness, and the public will
eventually reject them. This plat-
form has no political colour.

Did you have any appreh-
ensions before associating
yourself with the CJP?
Iresearched them and spoke
with them. I don’t believe they
are doing this for personal gain.
Asforthe future, everyoneisfree
toenter politicsifthey chooseto.

What would be your
message to PM Modi?

Itisin thelong-term interest
ofthegovernmenttolistentothe
voice of the people. Heshould be
sensitive, notrigid. Ademocracy
is run through empathy and
compassion, not through
rigidity.

I have never met him per-
sonally.

medical camps, and places to
rest for thejaljatris. We will also
shower rose petals on them...
every Monday during the Sra-
van month,” the chief minister
said.

During her tenure, former
chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee used to give an annual fi-
nancial grant to over 40,000
Durga Puja committees. Along
with this financial aid, she had
announced a complete exemp-
tion from government taxes
and fees, an 80 per cent waiver
on electricity bills, and free fire
brigade services for Durga Puja
committees. Her initiatives
were criticised by Opposition.

Govt hikes daily
cooked diet allocation
for hospital patients

The West Bengal govern-
ment has nearly doubled the
daily allocation for cooked diet
provided to patients at govern-
ment health facilities, raising it
from Rs 56.64 to Rs 110 per ad-
mitted person per day with ef-
fect from August 1, officials said
on Monday.

The Health and Family Wel-
fare Department, in a notifica-
tion, said the revised rate was ap-
proved following a review by a
committee constituted in com-
pliance with a Calcutta High
Court order.

The panel reviewed the exist-
ing rate in June, taking into ac-
count the prevailing market
prices of food items, it said.
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Mohammad Lahek Ali

CPI(M) leader
held for Baruipur
mob violence

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 13

POLICE ARRESTED CPI(M)
leader Mohammad Lahek Ali
Sunday night for allegedly incit-
ing violence in the wake of the
rape and murder of the 11-year-
old girl in Baruipur, taking the
number of arrests in the case to
34.Hewas produced in courton
Monday which sent him to
eight-day police custody. The
police also named former Left
MP Sujan Chakraborty in the
mob violence incident.

The arrest comes soon after
DSP (District Enforcement
Branch) Santanu Mukhopad-
hyay was appointed as the new
investigating officer in the case.

Ali has been booked under
several sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, including
those related torioting and pro-
moting enmity, besides some
other sections of the Prevention
of Damage to Public Property
Act, the Maintenance of Public
Order Act, and Railways Act.

Meanwhile, Ali, who was
brought to a Baruipur court on
Monday, told media persons
outside the court premises, “All
allegations are a lie, thisis a
politically motivated arrest. I
was protesting, so to curb that,
I was arrested.”

Reactingto Ali’sarrest, Chak-
raborty, who has also been
named in the case, told media
persons, “One of ourleaderswho
wasacandidate this time (in Ba-
ruipur West Assembly seat) has
been arrested. This arrestis a
politically motivated arrest. The
government is trying to instill
fear. He has been charged with
lynching, but he went to the spot
later, and this can be verified in
the CCTV footage.”

Mamata camp
moves HC, seeks
nermission to
access accounts
frozenby ED

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 13

THE MAMATA Banerjee-fac-
tion of the TMC on Monday
moved the Calcutta High Court
seeking permission to operate
three of the party's bank ac-
counts frozen by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED).

The ED has frozen the three
bankaccounts ofthe Trinamool
Congress with balancesamount-
ingtoRs44042 crorein connec-
tion with its probe based on an
FIR lodged by Bidhannagar po-
lice in alleged dishonest finan-
cial dealings, unlawful collection
of money, and routing of sus-
pected funds through certain
bank accounts of the TMC.

Justice KrishnaRaoreserved
interim order on the prayer after
arguments by the patrties in the
matter were concluded.

Appearing for the ED, Addi-
tional Solicitor General SV Raju
questioned the maintainability
of the petition, claiming that
those who moved the petition
have no authority to do so.

The TMC'slawyer stated that
the signatories have the author-
ity to file the petition on behalf
of the TMC. Representing the
TMC, senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi stated before the
court that the party's constitu-
tion authorises the working
committee to authorise any-
body to conduct such matters.

TheED'slawyer stated thata
civilcourtorder restrained them
from representing the party.
Raju stated that the authorisa-
tion is undated while the ex-
parte order of the civil court
Judge at Alipore here was passed
onJuly7.

Singhvi stated before the
courtthatthereisno question of
suppression as the civil court
order was passed ex parte and
the Mamata faction was not rep-
resented beforeit. He said freez-
ing of the bank accounts of the
party was done when the oppos-
ing faction wasyet to be recogni-
sed as the TMC by the ECI.

Eggs being hurled at Tirthankar Ghosh on Monday. ani

Ex-TMC MLA'S son
held for 2021 post-poll
violence & extortion

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 13

POLICE ON Monday arrested
Tirthankar Ghosh, the son of
former TMC MLA Nirmal Ghosh
inconnection with alleged post-
pollviolence that erupted across
the state following the 2021 As-
sembly elections. Police said he
was also booked for extortion.

Accordingto police, Tirthan-
kar — who ran as the TMC can-
didate in the 2026 Assembly
polls from Panihati but lost to
the BJP candidate, the mother of
the RG Kar rape-murder victim
— has been charged with as-
sault, extortion, criminal intimi-
dation, attempted murder, and
illegal display of firearms. He
was produced before a courtand
sent to six-day custody.

Meanwhile, former MLA
Nirmal Ghoshisalsoanaccused
in the alleged extortion case.

Onthe day of his son's arrest
on Monday, Nirmal moved the
Calcutta High Court seeking
legal protection from any coer-
cive action against himself. The
caseislikely tocomeup for hear-
inglater this week.

The first case against Tir-
thankar stems from the wide-
spread post-poll violence that
erupted after the 2021 Assembly
polls. Several complaints were
lodged against both Tirthankar
and his father, Nirmal Ghosh, for

allegedly orchestrating violent
assaults on BJP workers.

Thesecond case involvesthe
alleged violent extortion of alot-
tery ticket worth Rs 1 crore from
aresident. As per the complain-
ant, Partha Sarkar, who worked
as a driver for local pub owner
Susanta Sarkar, he had pur-
chased alotteryticketin Novem-
ber 2024 and subsequently won
the Rs1crore jackpot.

Uponlearningofthewin, the
pubowner allegedly forced Par-
tha to accompany him to Nir-
mal’sresidencetohand overthe
ticket to the then-TMC MLA.
When Partha refused to give up
theticket, Tirthankar Ghosh and
a group of henchmen allegedly
assaulted him. The complaint
further alleged that Tirthankar
forcefully snatched the lottery
ticketand threatened tokill Par-
thaifhe opposed.

Followingthe recent change
of government, Partha ap-
proached the police. The probe
has already led to arrests of pub
owner and alocal councillor.

On Monday, Tirthankar’s ar-
rest led to massive celebrations
outside the Khardah police sta-
tion, where alarge crowd of resi-
dentsand BJPworkers gathered,
beating drums and chantingslo-
gans. Tensions flared briefly
when people reportedly hurled
eggs at him as he was being es-
corted out of the police station.
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Suvendu reasserts
ISKCON-made
mid-day meals

to start August 1

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 13

THE STATE'’S anti-goonda law
came into force on Monday, with
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhi-
kari framing it as a tool to dis-
mantle “34 years of communist
harmads” and “15 years of TMC
goons”, while the opposition,
and sections of the ruling camp
warned its sweeping powers
could be vulnerable to misuse.
The TMC, whenitwasinthe
opposition, used the term ‘har-
mad’ todescribe armed goons of
the CPI(M) which, along with
other Left parties, ruled the state
from 1977 to 2011. The Mamata
Banerjee-led party then wrested
power and governed the stateftill
the BJPousted it earlier thisyear.
The West Bengal Public
Safety and Control of Anti-Social
Activities Act, 2026, came into
force on Monday, two weeks
afteritwaspassed in the Assem-
bly through a voice vote, sub-
stantially expanding the state’s

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari pays tribute to Nepali poet Bhanu
Bhakta at the state Assembly in Kolkata on Monday. ani

powers to tackle organised
crime, extortion, illegal mining,
cybercrime and public disorder.

Calling the law necessary,
Adhikari sought to place it
withinalarger political narrative
of restoring law and order after
successive governments.

“This law was essential to
deal with 34 years of communist
harmads and 15 years of Trina-
mool goons,” the CM said, mak-
ing it clear that the legislation
was aimed at dismantling en-
trenched criminal-politician
networks rather than targeting
ordinary political workers.

The remarks came three
days after Adhikari had an-

nounced in Baruipur that the
legislation would become oper-
ational from July 13.

Thelaw broadens the defini-
tion of “goonda” and “anti-social
activity”, bringing within its
ambit habitual offenders, organ-
ised criminal syndicates, extor-
tionists, land grabbers, illegal
sand miners and smugglers, and
persons involved in serious cy-
bercrime and financial fraud.

One of its provisions em-
powers the administration to
order preventive detention for
up to 12 months without trial if
authorities believe anindividual
poses a threat to public safety or
is preparing to commit organ-
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Activist seeksHC

stayonnew law

AN ACTIVIST Monday filed a PIL
inthe Calcutta High Court seeking
a stay on the state’s anti-goonda
law, arguing itis oppressive and
violates the Constitution. Milan
Malakar was represented before a
division bench of the court.
Declining to hear the matter
urgently, the bench said it would
be heardindue course. ENS

ised anti-social offences.

District magistrates, police
commissioners and officers of
DIG rank or above have also
been empowered to issue ex-
ternment orders directing al-
leged habitual offenderstoleave
a locality or even an entire dis-
trict for up to one year. It further
makes offences under its ambit
cognisable and non-bailable.

Meanwhile, the CM said
Monday that ISKCON will start
supplying midday meals to
schools in Kolkata and other
parts of the state from August 1.

He also announced that the
per-student allocation underthe
primary school midday meal
scheme would be increased to
Rs 10 from the existing Rs 6.78
from August 1.

Shri Suvendu Adhikari

IDEI Tower, WTC Complex,
Cufle Parade, Mumbai - 400 005,
Tel. Mo.: G655 3404

(@ 1DBI BANK

CIN: LeS1S0MH2004G01143828

IDBI Bank Lid.
Advertisement No. 3/ 2026-27

Recruitment of Specialist Officers (2026-27)

IDBI Bank Lid. invites online applications. for the position(s) of Deputy
General Manager (DGM) — Grade O, Assistant Ganeral Manager [AGM) —

Grade C, and Manager {(Grade B) as perbelow mentioned details:
Sr. |

No. | Post Codel/Functional Area
1 | Audii- Information Sysiem (15) . 4 G 10
2| Infrastructure Management
Department (IMDY) - Premises 5 B 3 8
3 | Legal 3 = G g
4 Securrty - -
Total 8 4 19 31

For eligitvlity criteria {age. work expenence, job profile etc.), requisite fees
and other details, please wvisit the 'Careers’ section of the Bank's website
wivrw.id bi.bank.in

Registration link shall be live between
July 14, 2026 - July 26, 2026

NOTE: D81 Bahk mrsenies e g 0 acceil oF relect atny’ all appiications) wihouf
ASSIMing any A whalsoewsy Any addendumymeaiications with regands fo the
selection procege shall only e published on the Bank's wehsie [cardar section)
i falnl bank.dn and aod through any ather media. Candidales are requesed o
reguiary wsd the websine s showe. forupadate i the maiter.

Place - Mumbai General Manager- HR

AIC-GBU Incubation Council
@GAUTAM BUDDHA UNIVERSITY

Gr. Noida-201312, UP India
Emiall: ale-ghulcEgbu.ag.in | Websibe: hitps:/gburil.org
Advl. No. AIG-GBUIG/Becruifmeaent/2026,/001

AC-GEU Incobation Cognel, 8 Sechon & Nol-for Pl Gompary omdier Gastam
Buddra Liriversiy iovias appacation for ™2 lolowing Comraciual posts.

SN | Name of ihe pasi | Remuneration | Tobal Post Age limil
g, | Ghint Executive | pe 4.20,000/pm M 40
Eficar (CED
2 Manager Rs. 50,000/pm o1 a0

Far mara defails, visit wew ghuoscin, Bipsghoesd org [PIESGIEE (e (¢

The Indian Pharmaceutical Association -
Maharashtra State Branch’s

BOMBAY COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

KALINA, MUMBAI - 400 098

NOTICE

Due to unavoidable technical reasons, the recruitment
advertisement published in The Indian Express and
Loksatta on 26.3.2026 to 31.3.2026 stands cancelled. The
recruitment process initiated through the said
advertisement is hereby withdrawn. Chairman
Governing Body,

Bombay College of Pharmacy

14 July, 2026

Time -10:00AM

Place - Banabhitan, Saltlake,

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Government of West Bengal

Kolkata

Kolkata, July 13

POLICE IN South 24 Parganas
district have recovered the
bodies of nine fishermen froma
trawler that capsized in the Bay
of Bengal near the Sundarbans
earlier this month.

Teams from Gobardhanpur
police station, along with the for-
est department and the Indian
Coast Guard, identified asunken
trawler near the Raktacharaarea
onSunday. The trawler waslater
salvaged and brought to Sita-
rampur in Gobardhanpur,
where nine bodies were re-
covered from it. There were 15
people aboard the trailer; the six
others remain missing.

Theill-fated trawler hasbeen
identified as ‘FB Maa Kali’.

OnJuly 2, the trawler with 15
fishermen had set out to sea
from the Digha Shankarpur fish-
ingharbourin Purba Medinipur
district. Due to adverse weather
conditions, the trawler gotlost at
seaafewdaysago,and had been
untraceable since then.

Thebodieshavebeensentto
the Kakdwip Sub-divisional
Hospital for post-mortem exam-
ination. The joint search oper-
ations continued Monday to lo-
cate the six missing fishermen.

Meanwhile, the Prime Min-
ister’s Office on Monday an-
nounced anexgratiaof Rs2lakh
forthekin ofeach deceased, and
Rs 50,000 each for the injured.

Key Initiatives

Mass plantation drives in rural and urban
areas across all 23 districts

Distribution of 1,000 saplings in each
Assembly Constituency

5[} Urban greening initiatives in municipal areas

Awareness campaigns including rallies,
tableaux, school activities and digital outreach

Corporate participation (CSR) through MoUs
with various organizations

Publication of ‘Banobithi’- a compilation of
essays on forest and wildlife conservation

.

Let us come together
to build a greener future” .

Forest Department
Government of West Bengal ﬂ -

epaper.indianexpress.com
| B | Kolkata
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TET protest

Primary school teachers stage protest to demand a resolution of
TET-related issues, in Kolkata on Monday. pri

‘Couldn’t persuade us’SC
junksjob regularisation
petition of madrasa staff

Express News Service
Kolkata, July 13

THE SUPREME Court Monday
dismissed a clutch of petitions
by teachers and non-teaching
staff of madrasas in West Ben-
gal seeking regularisation of
their appointments and claims
for salaries and allowances
under the state government's
grant-in-aid scheme.

A bench of Justices Dipan-
kar Datta and A G Masih exam-
ined 13 such claims out of 350
and said none of them could
persuade it to grant relief.

"Pursuant to our order, par-
ticulars of 13 petitioners out of
more than 350 were screened
and placed before us. We pro-
ceeded on the basis that if one
of the 13 would persuade us to
hold, we would look into the
claims of other cases. Unfortu-
nately, neither of the 13 could
persuade us. All writ petitions
are without merit and hence
dismissed,” the bench ordered.

Origins of dispute

The dispute has its origins
in petitions concerning the
validity of the provisions of the
West Bengal Madrasah Service
Commission Act, 2008, which
established a statutory com-
mission to recommend the ap-

*CROSSWORD

pointment of teachersin aided
madrasas. It stripped local
madrasa managing commit-
tees of their traditional power
to appoint teachers indepen-
dently.

A single-judge bench of the
Calcutta High Court struck
down the Act in 2014, and a
division bench upheld this a
year later, in 2015.

The High Court declared
the Actunconstitutional, hold-
ing that it was violative of Ar-
ticle 30 of the Constitution,
which provides that all minor-
ities shall have the right to es-
tablish and administer educa-
tional institutions of their
choice.

In January 2020, however,
the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutional validity of the
2008 Act.In February 2023, the
Supreme Court set up a com-
mittee to examine the validity
of appointments made after the
High Court's 2015 decision
holding the Act unconstitu-
tional and its own January
2020 order upholding it.

The committee found the
appointments invalid, but
hundreds of staff members
hired outside the commission's
framework during the years of
legal limbo challenged the deci-
sion in the Supreme Court.

Faith meets flight path:136-yr-old mosque at

Kolkata airport sparks security, expans

Curbs an administrative call: govt; locals
say don’t relocate, strengthen security

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 13

LOCATED ABOUT 150 metres
inside the high-security zone of
Kolkata’s Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport
and barely 165 metres north of
its secondary runway, the 136-
year-old Gouripur Jama Masjid,
also known as the Bankra
Mosque, has for decades occu-
pied one of the country’s most
sensitive aviation zones.

For nearly three decades,
local residents had been
allowed to offer prayers at the
mosque under an elaborate se-
curity protocol. Five times a day,
security personnel would open
ablack gate along Jessore Road,
allowing 10-25 local residents
intothe highly sensitive and re-
stricted area of the airport, after
stringent CISF screening,
usually upon producing their
Aadhaar cards. Every Friday,
the number surged to nearly 80.
After security clearance, the
people were ferried to the
mosque in a designated airport
shuttle bus across an airside
route that overlaps with active
aircraft taxiways. Towering con-
crete walls topped with razor
wire and watchtowers separate
this access route from the
runway.

This arrangement has now
sparked a controversy after
prayers at the mosque have
been suspended for thelast four
days. According to airport
sources, public entry through
Gate 8, has been temporarily
suspended following objections
from the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) over un-
restricted civilian movement
through the highly sensitive
area. Sources also cited repair of
the approach road which was
damaged due to rain.

However, the suspension
comes amid renewed push for
the mosque’s relocation to fa-
cilitate airport expansion and

6040 | « OVER THEHEDGE

addresslong-standingaviation
safety concerns.

Airport officials said that
successive state governments
did not pursue relocation pro-
posals by the Airport Authority
of India (AAI) citing religious
sentiments.

The matter regained ur-
gency following recent parlia-
mentary discussions, ajointin-
spection by AAI and North 24
Parganas district authorities,
and a high-level meeting at the
District Magistrate’s office
where the officials presented
the operational need for reloca-
tion to members of the mosque
committee.

Security concerns

According to airport offi-
cials, the structure violates glo-
bal aviation safety protocols
that mandate no permanent ci-
vilian building within 240
metres of an active runway.
They also said that because of
the mosque’s height and loca-
tion, aircraft approaching the
secondary runway fromitsside
cannot utilise its full length,
compelling pilots to use an
88m-long displaced threshold
to safely clear the structure,
therefore, leaving only 2,832
metres forlanding. While thisis
sufficient for narrow-body air-
craft such as the Airbus A320
and Boeing 737, officials said it
prevents the safe operation of
wide-body international air-
craft including the Boeing 787
and Airbus A330.

Citing other safety concerns,
the officials said that ap-
proaches from the opposite di-
rection require an even larger
488-metrelandinggap because
of visibility constraints, render-
ing flight operationsimpossible
during periods of low visibility.

To cope with these limita-
tions, airport authorities have
also been forced to construct a
specialised taxiway bypass
around the obstruction. Instead
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Jettison a mouldy cargo (3-4) 1 Tender proposal (5)

5 Quote about alady’s hat (5)
8 Act altruistically but lose
control (6,7)

9 Bring up a matter of higher
wages (5)

10 Like hell cats in a melee (7)
11 Just puts a point on blunt
end (6)

12 Wanders aimlessly in the
snow? (6)

15 Is stout perhaps, so doesn’t
dance (4,3)

17 The prospects for

new wives (5)

19 Release after confession
without charge (9,4)

20 See as new comforts (5)

21 He was invited we hear and
gave an estimate (7)

2 They’re likely to get stuck
abroad (7,6)

3 No sense spoiling
unanimity (7)

4 Words get muddled at end of
day when tired (6)

5 The measure not taken with
permission (5)

6 Do all card players fall for
her?(5,2,6)

7 Carries out personal
property (7)

11 Captive may be shot along
time afterwards (7)

13 Regret being about to level
outincome (7)

14 The way to loop cord (6)

16 A spot of refreshment (5)

18 The going rate for a drug (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6039 ACROSS: 1Treat, 8 Bankrupt, 9 Essen, 10
Simplify, 11 Edict, 12 Gas, 16 Camera, 17 Amuses, 18 Pad, 23 Entry, 24 New
issue, 25 Miami, 26 Anecdote, 27 Jenny. DOWN: 2 Residual, 3 Agencies, 4
Patina, 5 Skips, 6 Cubit, 7 Stays, 12 Gap, 13 Sad, 14 Turnpike, 15 Ferryman, 19

Adults, 20 Knead, 21 Owner, 22 Aside

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.
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was simple enough to understand, we'd be too simple
tounderstand it. — Emerson (5,4)
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REGARDLESS OF CLIMATE CHANGE, THE
EARTH WiLL BE DESTROYED IN A COUPLE
HUNDRED MILLION YEARS WHEN THE SUN

EXPANDS.

S0...WE'RE DOOMED.,
THERE'S NOTHING WE
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To solve a Sudoku
1to9 must appearin
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows

and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SUDOKU 6379

5s =Very Hard;
6s = Genius

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 1s
INSTRUCTIONS

puzzle, every digit from

each of the nine vertical

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;

=1 L S

The gate through which locals enter the Kolkata airport to offer
prayers at the Gouripur Jama Masjid. SWEETY KUMARI

of following a seamlesslanding
and taxi sequence, aircraft have
toberouted through this desig-
nated taxiway to the primary
runway for safe operations.

According to officials, the
secondary runway also cannot
be equipped with an advanced
Instrument Landing System
(ILS), unlike the 3,633-metre pri-
mary runway, because of the
mosque’s proximity. Asaresult,
operating flights during dense
winter fog or when the primary
runway is under maintenance
remains a major challenge.

“Whenthereisatall physical
obstruction like a building,
trees, or in this case, a 136-year-
old mosque, rightin front of the
runway, planes cannot initiate
their normal glide slope from
the absolute beginning of the
concrete. Ifthey did, they would
fly dangerously closeto, oreven
hit, the top of the structure,” a
senior aviation official at the
Kolkata Airport said.

Headded thatremovingthe
obstruction would allow the sec-
ondary runway to function at
full capacity, enable aircraft to
land safely from both directions,
and open Kolkata to more long-
haul international operations.

To address the aviation con-
cernskeepingin mind the relig-
ious sentiments, the local ad-
ministration has proposed
constructing a larger, modern
mosque on adedicated plotout-
side the airport premises.

“Wehavelaunched a coordi-
nated push toend thisdeadlock.

The ball is now in the court of
the government and not with
AAI Letthemdecideandtakea
call,” asenior airport official had
said last month.

“The mosque’s proximity to
the secondary runway hinders
airport expansion and delays
flight operations. We are unable
to use the runway’s full oper-
ational capacity. It is also a se-
curity concern because, unlike
apron staff, civilians are being
allowed to cross the taxiway
using only Aadhaar cards,”
another official had said.

The controversy

Meanwhile, Friday’s closure
of Gate 8 has triggered a row,
with Siddiqullah Chowdhury,
president of the West Bengal
State Jamiat-e-Ulama and head
of the mosque commiittee, criti-
cising the decision.

“I have lived in this area for
40 vyears. Closing Gate 8 without
any formal notice or detailed
discussion is unfair,” Chowd-
hury told reporters Sunday.

“We are Indian citizens; we
understand airport safety and
logistics. We previously re-
quested that the authorities pro-
vide their security concerns in
writing so we could sit together
and find a collaborative sol-
ution. I appeal to the public not
to take to the streets or create
ruckus. We are writing to the
Governor and the airport man-
agement to reopen the gate for
prayers and initiate adialogue,”
he said.

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS

t." E L R e SRS W RS S TELIEF

CAN He HOLD THIS FOR
A COUALE HUNDRED
MILLION YEARST

IN HIS
SLEEP.

/

B R
ES——

f

BY BILL WATTERSON

ARGUE WITH SOMEDNE. WHO

ACTUALLY, 1TSS HARD TO

LOOKS SO HAPPY.
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Whereis Masjid located

Masjid

Jessore
Road

NSC Bose
International
Airport

Slamming the BJP govern-
ment, he said, “The BJP wants
disturbance. We do not have
any fight with RSS and the BJP.
Ifthey act forcefully, people will
say that the Modi government
or Suvendu's government dis-
mantled the mosque. It’s clear
that if this happens, Muslims
will react.”

Responding to the objec-
tions, Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari said that national se-
curity and the safety of the air-
port will always get absolute
priority.

“In terms of geopolitics and
security, thisairport’slocationis
critical given its proximity to
Bangladesh and China. Unre-
stricted civilian access simply
cannotbe permitted insideade-
fence and transport hub of this
nature,” he said.

Clarifying that the move is
strictly administrative and not
religious, Adhikarisaid, “We are
not stopping anyone from prac-
tising their religion. They
claimed thatif the BJP comesto
power, Muslims will be chased
away and will not be allowed to
offer namaz. Yet Bakri Eid was
celebrated, and the Muharram
procession was also held safely.”

BJP state president Samik
Bhattacharyaalsobacked there-
location proposal, saying it
would help transform Kolkata
airport into a world-class avi-

*ROYALSTARS
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ation hubwhile preservingrelig-
iousrights.

“This is not a matter of a
temple or a mosque. Even if it
were a temple instead of a
mosque, it could still be shifted.
When visibility drops to zero,
flights are unable to land at our
Dum Dum Airport. Expansion s
necessary,” he said.

North Dum Dum MLA
Sourav Sikdar said, “While bio-
metric data and special passes
are mandatory to enter this
high-security zone, members of
the general public had been
moving through it using just a
standard identity card. Airport
authorities rightly argued that
even the Chief Minister cannot
enter the aircraft apron area
without clearance. Allowingthe
general public free access across
active taxiways poses a severe,
unsustainable security risk.”

District Magistrate Shilpa
Gourisariasaid theland belongs
to AAI and airport security falls
under CISF and BCAS. “Thereis
nodirectrolethatthedistrictad-
ministration has to play in this.
We have had some rounds of
meetingsalready. Ifthey require
law and order related assistance,
wewill definitely cooperateinall
possible ways,” she said.

Whatlocals say

However, forlocal residents,
the mosque is not just an opetr-
ational obstacle, but a place
woven into generations of wor-
ship history.

“We come here with our
identity cardsand go for prayers.
One is not allowed to carry any
bag or external items. We have
been praying here for more than
40 years. Generation after gen-
eration we've prayed here. Now,
whatever the government de-
cides we will have to follow,”
Sheikh Hussain, an elderly resi-
dent, said.

Another resident, requesting
anonymity, said that security
could be strengthened instead of
relocating the mosque. “If they
are concerned about security,
they can stepup frisking. Butde-
molishing the mosque would be
very unfortunate for us.”

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

Home and family.
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ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Be aware of the limitations
of the Moon Alert. Though, this can be awarm and happy
day, especially with family members. Tonight: Socialise.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Be aware that most of this
day isaMoon Alert. Restrict your spending to food and
gas. However, it’s an excellent opportunity to think
about how you communicate with others. Tonight:

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Today the only New Moon
that occursin your Money House all year is happening.
Meanwhile, today is a Moon Alert. Therefore, be careful
about spending. Tonight: Discussions.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): The New Moon brings a
lovely opportunity toimprove your image. Meanwhile,
due to the Moon Alert, restrict your spending to food or
gas. Tonight: Check your money.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today’s New Moon is your
chance to think about your spiritual values and small
resolutions. “Do not take lightly small good deeds,

believing they can hardly help; for drops of water, one by
one, intime canfill a giant pot.” (Dilgo Khyentse.)

Tonight: You win.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Your focus today is on
friendships — what they mean to you and what kind of a
friend you are. Use today’s New Moon to think about how

toimprove your friendships. Meanwhile, restrict spend-
ing to food and gas. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

2086 0

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today’s New Moon is at the
top of your chart. This is the day for a reality check and
think about the direction you're headed. Commit to
nothing today because there’sa Moon Alert for most of
this day. Tonight: Be friendly.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Today’s New Moonis a
great chance to think about what travel or further edu-
cation you want to explore. Because it'sa Moon Alert,
don'tact or commit. Tonight: You're admired.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): The Sun, the New
Moon and retrograde Mercury are allin one of your Money
Houses. However, today isa Moon Alert. Therefore, resist
the urge toact or commit financially. Tonight: Explore.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Relations with
partners, spouses and close friends will be interesting
today because the Sun, the New Moon and Mercury

retrograde are all opposite your sign. (People from your
past are popping up.) Because today is a Moon Alert,
commit to nothing. Tonight: Check your finances.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): In a way, thisis an excel-
lent day for you to think about how you canimprove your
health, as well as how you canimprove your job. How-

ever, because today is a Moon Alert, do not take action
yet. Make notes and observations, but wait until tomor-
row. Tonight: Cooperate and listen.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Thisis a very creative day
for you. Enjoy socializing with others, especially
people from your past. Restrict spending the food and

gas because of the Moon Alert. Tonight: Work to get

better organised.
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Nagaland:1killed,
A injuredinlED
blast near Assam
Rifles vehicle

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, July 13

A WEEK after two Assam Rifles
personnel were killed in an am-
bush in Manipur, one personnel
has been killed and four other
injured inasuspected IED blast
in Nagaland’s Sukhovi.

The deceased has been
identified as Havaldar Mohd
Igbal from the 28 Assam Rifles.

According to an Assam
Rifles official, the party of per-
sonnel was moving from a part
of the training centre in
nearby Dimapur to anotherin
Sukhovi in Chumoukedima
district when the incident
took place on Monday after-
noon.

“There are not many opetr-
ations in that area because it
has been peaceful for a very
long time. The institute is basi-
cally in three parts, so the party
was making a routine move-
ment from one part toanother,”
the official said.

A statement from the PRO
Defence Kohimastated that the
explosion that hit the vehicles
is suspected to be an IED blast.

MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT DEFENDS VERIFICATION EXERCISE

Opp questions deletion 0192 lakh
Ladki Bahin beneficiaries after polls

Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbai, July 13

A DAY after TheIndian Express
reported that the Maharashtra
government had removed more
than 92 lakh beneficiaries from
the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana, the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) ac-
cused the BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment of delayingbeneficiary
verification until the Assembly
elections got over and ques-
tioned the payment 0of Rs14,000
crore to women who were later
found ineligible for the scheme.

Opposition leaders also
sought to know why benefici-
aries who were found ineligible
continued receiving payments
for months before the verifica-
tion exercise was completed.

Alleging that the scheme was
brought to “buy votes” for elec-
tions, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP San-
jay Raut demanded the money
be recovered and action taken
against officials responsible for
the payments.

“These 92 lakh beneficiaries

THREE-LANGUAGE POLICY

47% of CBSE schools offer 2 or more
Indian languages, Board tells SC

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, July 13

SEEKING TO defend the three-
language policy before the Su-
preme Court, the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
on Monday said 47.3% of the
28,848 schools affiliated with
the Board already offer two or
more native Indian languagesto
Class9students. They are there-
fore fully compliant with the
three-language policy “without
any additional teacher”, while
99.19% have atleast one Indian-
language teacher.

The figures, disclosed in a
counter affidavit filed by CBSE,
along with separate affidavits
from the Education Ministry
and NCERT, constitute the
Board’s defence of the policy in
response tothelitigation by par-
ents and foreign-language
teachers.

“Recognising that schools
may require time to build full

teaching capacity in different
Bhartiya Bhashas, the Board has
permitted flexible staffing ar-
rangements as an interim
measure,” CBSE stated.

The petition, filed by parents
from Delhi, Gurugram, Noida
and Chennai along with
teachers, challenges CBSE’s
May 15 circular making three
languages compulsory in Class
9 from July 1, 2026. It will be
heard by the Supreme Court
Tuesday.

The petition argues that the
circular is unconstitutional, ar-
bitrary and violates Articles 14,
19, 21 and 21A, alleging that it
abruptly reversed a CBSE notifi-
cationissuedjust 36 dayseatrlier,
which stated that “R3 (third lan-
guage) is not applicable till the
academicsession 2029-30 atthe
Class9level”.

The petition also contends
that schools are being asked to
implement the policy without
textbooks, teachers or a board

Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis meets Andhra Pradesh Deputy
CM Pawan Kalyan, who underwent surgery at Kokilaben Dhirubhai
Ambani Hospital, in Mumbai on Monday. r1i

were given money. Who is
going to recover it? The then
chief secretary, finance secre-
tary, the entire Cabinet, the sec-
retary of the women and child
development department and
everyone who approved these
payments should be held re-
sponsible. Their assets should
be attached and the money re-
covered,” Raut said.

assessment framework, forcing
studentsto use Class 6 textbooks
and allowing schools to deploy
teachers of other subjects with
only “functional proficiency”to
teach the third language.

CBSE argued that the peti-
tion has been overtaken by sub-
sequent developments. It told
the court that the June 29 imple-
mentation guidelines and the
July10 clarification circular had
“addressed” the grievances
raised by the petitioners, ren-
dering the principal reliefs
sought “unnecessary and in-
fructuous”.

Under the three-language
policy, Class 9 students will now
study three languages, with at
least two being Bhartiya Bha-
shas. However, asaone-timere-
laxation, students pursuingtwo
non-nativelanguages (example:
English + French) can choose
any Bhartiya Bhasha.

The Board also disputed the
central premise of the challenge

Claiming that the debt
burden is “staggering”, Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Arvind Sawant
said, “The names of lakhs of
women were cancelled. They
were the oneswho voted the cur-
rent government to power. It
wasn’t just the women who
voted; their families did too...
Now, what is the government
going to do? We are the ones

— that foreign languages are
being pushed out of schools.

“There is no prohibition on
the study of a foreign language,”
the affidavit states, adding that
a foreign language may con-
tinue either as one of the three
languages, or as an additional
fourth language.

It argues that the petition
"wrongly presents a conditional
retention of foreign languages
as an ‘elimination’.” In another
affidavit, NCERT stated that it
had already undertaken the
preparation, review, vetting, fi-
nalisation and dissemination of
textbooks in 22 Scheduled Lan-
guagesaspart of theimplemen-
tation of the third-language
framework. NCERT further
stated that the ministry has con-
stituted a High-Powered Task
Force, in coordination with
CBSE, NIOS and academic ex-
perts, to expedite the develop-
ment of textbooks for the tran-
sition phase for Class 9.

Punjab caps pvt school fee hike at 5 per cent,
extra chargein last 3 years to bereturned

Express News Service
Chandigarh, July 13

PRIVATE SCHOOLS in Punjab
that raised feesby more than 5%
annually over the past three
years will have torefund the ex-
cess amount, CM Bhagwant
Mann on Monday said, adding
that such institutions will also
not be allowed “the escape
route” of “adjusting” the over-

charged money.

“Those private schools that
have increased fees by more
than 15% over past three-year
period will be required to re-
fund the excess amount to par-
ents. Forexampleifaschool in-
creased fee by 25 per cent
during past three years, then
theywill have torefund parents
the excess 10%,” Mann said.

Mann was addressing a

Day after Bihar double
murder, accused injured
in police encounter

Himanshu Harsh
Patna, July 13

THE MAIN accused in the
murder of an Army soldier and
his father in Bihar’s Vaishali dis-
tricton Sunday wasinjuredina
police encounter after allegedly
trying to escape from custody.

According to Vaishali
Superintendent of Police Shub-
hank Mishra, Jagdish Rai was
arrested from a men’s hostel in
the Bahadurpur area of neigh-
bouring Patna district follow-
ing searches by a special police
team. Jagdish is a cousin of the
killed soldier and is the main
accused in the double murder
in Rajaso village.

“While Jagdish was being
brought to Vaishali for legal
proceedings, he allegedly
snatched a constable’srifle near
Bidupur Bazaar, jumped out of
the police vehicle, and opened
fire on the escort team while at-
tempting to flee,” the SP said.

The officer added that police
then carried out “necessary and
controlled retaliatory action in
self-defence and tobringthe ac-
cused under control”, during
which Jagdish sustained a bul-
let injury below the knee.

He was taken under police
escort to Sadar Hospital in Haji-
pur, where he is undergoing
treatment. Doctors have told
police that he is out of danger.
No police personnel were in-
jured in the exchange of fire, SP
Mishra said. Sources said Jag-
dish has a criminal history and
was previously jailed in con-
nection withamurder case and
an NDPS case. Police said
searches are still underway to
arrest the remaining suspects.

The encounter came a day
after 52-year-old Munarik Rai
and his 32-year-old son, Jitendra
Kumar, an Armyjawan whowas
posted in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur,
were shot dead over along-run-
ning land dispute in Rajaso vil-
lage. Jitendra, whohad returned
home days earlier following his
brother-in-law’s death, later suc-
cumbed to hisinjuries, while his
father died on the spot.

The police action comes
amid intense political heat over
last month’s Bhojpur encountet,
which prompted a judicial in-
quiry. The Opposition and Jan
Suraaj have been accusing the
NDA government of promoting
what they allege was a “fake en-
counter culture”.

press conference to announce
theimmediate implementation
of an ordinance on capping fee
hike by private schools in the
state. He said Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria hasgiven his ap-
proval to the "Punjab Regula-
tion of Fee of Un-aided Educa-

Mannsaid aregulatory com-
mittee headed by Deputy Com-
missioners will scrutinise fee
hikes. “We will not allow 'vidya
mafia' (education mafia) to be
created... This is a historic deci-
sion and Punjabwill becomethe
first state where private schools

tional Institutions  will refund excess feescharged,”

(Amendment) Ordinance, he said, adding "we will not

2026", which the Cabinet had  allow private schoolstobecome

cleared last month. factories for profit only".
FORM NO. CAA. 2

3" September, 2026.

Place; Chennai

[Pursuant to Section 230 (3) and rule 6 and 7)]
Company Petition No CP(CAA)/54/(CHE})/2026 in
Company Application No CA(CAA)/26/(CHE)/2026

WORLD PARK HOTELS (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED
(TRANSFEROR COMPANY)

NOTICE AND ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that by an order dated 8" July, 2026 the
Chennai Bench of the National Company Law Tnbunal has directed
to publish the notice for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit,
approving with or without modification, the Scheme of Amalgamation
proposed to be made between World Park Hotels (India) Private
Limited with GRT Hotels and Resorts Private Limited and their
respective Shareholders and Creditors,

The Hon'ble Tribunal has fixed the date of hearing of the Petition as

Copies of the said Scheme of Amalgamation can be oblained free of
charge at the Registered Office of the Company situated at No. 41,
Giriappa Road, T.Nagar, Chennai - 600017 or at the office of its
authorized representative Mr. Pawan Jhabak at No 115, 1st Floor,
Luz Church Road, Mylapore, Chennai 600 004,

You are hereby informed that representations, if any, in connection
with the proposed Scheme of Amalgamation may be made to the
Tribunal within thirty days from the date of receipt of this notice. Copy
of the representation may simultaneously be sent to the office of Mis
World Park Hotels (India) Private Limited at its office situated at
No. 41, Giriappa Road, T.Nagar, Chennai - 600017

In case no representation is received within the stated period of thirty
days, it shall be presumed that you have no representation to make
on the proposed scheme of compromise or arangement.

Dated this 14" day of July, 2026

For WORLD PARK HOTELS
(INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED

T Nataraajan
Director
DIN: 00478495

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

facing the consequences. It is
public money... This is gross vi-
olation of the Constitution... the
CAG report highlights numer-
ous issues... The debt burden is
set to exceed 100% of the state’s
revenue.”

Questioning the timing of
the verification exercise, Con-
gress leader Vijay Wadettiwar
said, “If921lakh women were in-
eligible, why were they paid?
And if they were eligible then,
why are they being removed
now?” Accusing the govern-
ment of making promises before
the election and changing
course afterwards, state Con-
gress president Harshvardhan
Sapkal said, “The government
promised Rs 2,100 after elec-
tions. That promise remains un-
fulfilled and now 92 lakh bene-
ficiaries have been removed in
the name of eKYC..”

NCP (SP) spokesperson
Clyde Crastoalsoquestioned the
steady rise in the number of
deletions and said, “First it was
261akh, then 801akh and now 92
lakh. If somany beneficiaries did

not satisfy the conditions, why
werethey paid in thefirst place.”

Mahayuti minister rejected
the criticisms, saying those re-
moved did not satisfy the
scheme’s eligibility conditions.
Minister Uday Samant said
some beneficiaries were govern-
ment employees, some be-
longed to families with incomes
abovethe prescribed ceilingand
some men had also received
benefits. “Noeligible woman has
been removed from the
scheme,” Samant said.

Accordingto Minister Sanjay
Shirsat, the verification exercise
would continue. “Thosewhodid
not meetthe conditions werere-
moved. Theschemeisnotbeing
stopped,” he said.

Earlier, Women and Child
Development Minister Aditi Tat-
kare had said the eKYC exercise
could not begin immediately
after the scheme’s launch be-
cause fothe Model Code of Con-
ductahead ofthe Assembly elec-
tions. The verification exercise
began after the new government
assumed office.

SC orders SIT probe into death
of MP ex-Cong MLA's driver

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 13

THE SUPREME Court Monday
directed the Madhya Pradesh
DGP to form a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) to probe the
2023 death of Salman Khan,
who was the driver of former
Congress MLA Vikram Singh.

The court was hearingaplea
by Salman Khan’s wife Rajiya
Ali. She alleged that her hus-
band was run over with a ve-
hicle by people linked to arival
BJP candidate.

“Having regard to the na-
ture of the allegations and
counter-allegations, it seems to
us in the interest of justice and
fair play that the subject FIR
should be investigated by a
team of senior officers,” said a

three-judge bench presided
over by CJI Surya Kant.

“We consequently direct the
DGP, MP, to constitute a Special
Investigation Team comprising
three officersin the rank of Sen-
ior Superintendent of Police
(IPS cadre) and two officers not
below the rank of Deputy
Superintendent of Police...,” it
ordered.

The bench, also comprising
JusticesJoymalyaBagchiand V
Mohana, directed that the officer
heading the SIT should be from
the Madhya Pradesh cadre, but
not hailing from the state. It
added that the officers of the SIT
should be from outside the po-
licejurisdiction of the Chatarpur
district, where the alleged inci-
dent occurred. It asked the DGP
to form the SIT within two days.

- *BRIEFLY

Flight carrying the mortal remains of the Indian nationals who died
inthe July 11 boat accident in Phu Quoc, Vietnam, arrives at Mumbai
airport on Monday. Ani

MAHARASHTRA

Flight carrying bodies of 15 Indians

killed in Vietnam lands in Mumbai

AFLIGHT carryingthe bodies of 15 Indian nationals killed
inaboattragedyin Vietnam last week haslanded at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji MaharajInternational Airportin Mum-
bai. The Vietnam Airlines flight VN 979 from Ho Chi Minh
Citylanded at 9.19 pm on Monday, sources said. Of the 15
victims, 10 were from Tamil Nadu, three were from Andhra
Pradesh, and two were from Kerala. Two of the deceased
were women. The bodies will be flown to Coimbatore,
Chennai, Hyderabad and Trivandrum, the sources said. A
speedboat carrying 32 Indian tourists and four local crew
members capsized near Hon May Rut Ngoai off Phu Quoc
Island on Friday, Killing 15 Indian tourists. Sixteen others
were rescued and have returned to India after receiving
medical treatment, while one survivor remains in critical
condition atahospital in Phu Quoc. The tourists were
returning from anisland visit when the boat capsized. PTI

Cricketer dies
during match
in Doda district

A CRICKETER died duringa
tournamentin J&K's Doda
district Identified as Sohail,
aresident of Bhaderwah, of-
ficials said he suddenly col-
lapsed while bowling during
the matchbeingheld in
Sports Stadiuminthe Thalo-
ran area of Gandoh tehsil. He
was immediately rushed for
medical attention but was
declared dead. The exact
cause of deathisyettobeas-
certained. The body has
been sent for medico-legal
formalities and willbe
handed over to the family
after completion ofthe
necessary procedures,
officialsadded.ENS

Patnafiring case:
Faisal Khan gets
anticipatory bail

A PATNA civil court on Mon-
day granted anticipatory
bail toeducatorand
YouTuber Faisal Khan, also
known as Khan Sir,inafiring
caseoutside hisinstitute.
The court also granted an-
ticipatorybail to three of his
staff members, while the two
security guardsheldinthe
case secured regular bail, ac-
cordingtoKhan’s lawyers.
Advocate Arvind Kumar
Mouar said the Principal Dis-
trictand Sessions Court
granted anticipatory bail to
Khan, KGS manager
Kanhaiya Kumar Singh, Ajit
Kumar and Ankit Kumar
Pandey. ENS

Employees’ Stale [nsurmnce Corparation

k€ our government is committed to the development of a
generous and comprehensive social security
mechanism for all workers. 39

Strengthening
Healthcare for Workforce

Across the Nation

Marendra Modi
Prima Ministar

Inauguration of

New OPD Block, ESIC Hospital, Sanathnagar, Telangana

and

Virtual Inauguration of

100 Bedded ESIC Hospital, Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu
100 Bedded ESIS Hospital, Rajamahendravaram, Andhra Pradesh

Upgraded 200 Bedded ESIC Hospital, Beltola, Guwahati, Assam
ESI Dispensary and Branch Office, Kota, Rajasthan

ESI Dispensary, Bhawanimandi, Rajasthan

ESI Dispensary and Branch Office, Surendranagar, Gujarat
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Project Benefits

Benefitting around 53 Lakh Beneficiaries

By
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya

Minister of Labour & Employment and Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India

Tuesday, 14" July, 2026 | ESIC Hospital, Sanathnagar, Telangana

Cashless Medical facility
without any Upper Limit

Quality Healthcare Services near Homes

Healthcare Services with
Modern Medical Equipment

Cash Benefits & Primary Healthcare Under
One Roof at ESI Dispensaries & Branch Offices

For more details visit: https://www.esic.gov.in/

or Call on toll-free number 1800-11-2526

Scan QR Code
To watch Live Event
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New Role, New
Challenges

FOLLOWING HIS election
to the Rajya Sabha, BJP’s
national general secretary
Vinod Tawde is being
keenly watched by the
party’s Maharashtra
leaders as he goes about re-
newing old ties and build-
ingnew ones in the state.
Tawde'srecent meeting
with NCP(SP) leader
Eknath Khadse, who had
quitthe BJPin 2020 owing
to differences with
Devendra Fadnavis, has not
gone down well with the
section backing the Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister. BJP
sources said Tawde’s meet-
ingwith another NCP-SP
leader, Jayant Patil, amid
speculation that the Sharad
Pawar-led party could be
considering backingthe
NDA at the Centre, has also
triggered whispersin the
party circles.

Memorable

Journey

INSTEAD OF taking a 50-
minute flight, Bangladesh
High Commissioner to
India Riaz Hamidullah
opted to travel by train
from Guwahati to Agartala
during one of his recent
work trips. The 571-km
scenicjourney takes about
15to 16 hours, traversing
challengingterrain, tea
gardens and 21 tunnels
across the Barail Hill
Range. Hamidullah, who
will soon complete his
terminIndia, called it
time travel.

Campaign

Coordination

WITH LEADER of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi set
tovisit Dehradun on Friday
to address students as part
of his nationwide ‘Chhatron
Ki Goonj’ campaign, his
team reached the Uttarak-
hand capital on Monday to
make arrangements for the
programme. Senior leaders
from the state, along with
coordinators for the cam-
paign, have beendirected to
ensure that the programme
is conducted without any
hiccups. Meetings were
held on Monday for
smoother coordination be-
tween Gandhi’s team, the
state unit and coordinators
for the campaign, said
sources.

State says blanket ban contravenes TN
Animal Preservation Act provisions

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 13

THE SUPREME Court on Mon-
day stayed a Madras High Court
order directingthe Tamil Nadu
government to ensure that no
cows or calves are slaughtered
in the state.

Issuing notice on the Tamil
Nadu government’s appeal
challenging the May 27 High
Court order, abench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta directed that the judg-
ment should remain on hold in
theinterim. The bench said that
prima facie the judgment’s last
paragraph by which thebanwas
imposed needs “correction”.

Appearing for the state, Sen-
ior Advocate A M Singhvi
pointed out that the HC order is
unsustainableinlaw. According

tothe Tamil Nadu government’s
plea, the original petition only
raised the question of whether
cows and calves could be sacri-
ficedin places not designated as
slaughterhouses on the occasion
of Bakri Eid, but the HC Division
Bench went further and ordered
an absolute and blanket ban.

Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay-led TVK government
contended that the HC order
contravenes the provisions of
the Tamil Nadu Animal Preser-
vation Act, 1958, which permits
the slaughter of cows above the
age of 10 years if a competent
authority declares them unfit
for work and breeding.

The state also argued that
evenlegislationssuch asthe Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960, Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (Slaughter House)

Rules, 2001, Tamil Nadu Urban
Local Bodies Act, 1998 and the
Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies
Rules, 2023, do not impose any
total ban on slaughter but only
prescribe conditions for it.

The HC’s order, the state ar-
gued, amounts to “judicial law-
making”. The appeal also con-
tested the conclusion that the
relevant authorities had con-
ceded the veracity of the aver-
mentsin the petitioner’s affida-
vit filed in support of his writ
petition.

It said the state’s stand was
that it had already taken
necessary action to prevent
slaughter in public places and
that any sacrifice would be
allowed only in confined
spaces, away from the public.

Coimbatore resident K
Surya Prasanth, General Secre-
tary of the Indu Makkal Katchi-
Tamilagam, had moved HC al-
leging that authorities had
made arrangements for ritual
sacrifice in areas not desig-

nated as slaughterhouses.

In a counter-affidavit before
the HC, the Tamil Nadu Police
had said that officials visited
the scene and inspected the
place designated for cow
slaughter. The authorities con-
cerned had erected a tempor-
ary shed for slaughterin anon-
public area, without causing
any obstruction to traffic or of-
fending the religious senti-
ments of persons belonging to
other communities, it added.

In its judgment, the HC
bench of Justices G R Swamin-
than and V Lakshminarayanan
had cited Article 48 of the Con-
stitution, stating that it man-
dated that the state should take
steps to prohibit the slaughter
of cows, calves, and other milch
or draught cattle.

Interpreting the Tamil
Nadu Animal Preservation Act,
1958, the HC said it permits
slaughter only when the ani-
mal is over 10 years old and
unfit for work and breeding.

Assam govt:In 2 yrs,193 ‘foreigners’ sent
to Bangladesh, 67 under revived 1950 law

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, July 13

ATOTAL of 193 people declared
foreignersby Assam’s Foreigner
Tribunals have been “pushed”
into Bangladesh over the last
twoyears, including 67 ‘declared
foreigners’ who have been sent
across the border by invoking
1950 Immigrants Expulsion Act
revived last year, data submitted
by the Assam governmentinthe
legislative assembly shows.
This data was submitted by
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, who is also the home
minister, in response to a ques-
tion by All India United Demo-
cratic Front MLA Badruddin
Ajmal on the same day that For-
eigners Tribunals are in the spot-
light. On Monday, a Supreme
Court Bench of Justices Vikram

- "

Bengal RS bypoll: Nomi

Nath and Sandeep Mehta had
setaside abatch of 27judgments
of the Gauhati High Court that
had upheld Foreigners Tribunal
orders declaring the appellants
to be foreigners’ ex-parte --
meaning that the proceedings
had been conducted and orders
passed in their absence - ruling
that citizenship determinations
must be carried out through a
fair, lawful and reasonable pro-
cess.

The Supreme Court re-
manded all 27 cases to the con-
cerned Foreigners Tribunals for
fresh adjudication, noting the
question of citizenship carries
significant  constitutional
weight.

On the same day, AIUDF
MILAraised aquestionintheon-
going Assam assembly session
on the number of people who

[

have been “pushed back” to
Bangladesh in thelasttwoyears.
In the response submitted by
Sarma, the Assam government
hassubmitted that atotal of1679
people have been sent to Bang-
ladesh between July 12024 and
June 302026, categorizingthem
as people who have been sent
through formal deportation,
thosewho have been “sentback”
and those who have been “ex-
pelled”.

Of these 1679, 192 have been
listed as people who have been
declared foreigners by FTs,
while one, Moriom Begum, is a
baby girl who had been sent
across with her mother whoisa
Declared Foreigner.

Legally, those declared for-
eignersby Foreigners’ Tribunals
can appeal in the Gauhati High
Courtand Supreme Court. Addi-

nations in

Former TMC MPs Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, Sushmita Dev and Prakash Chik Baraik after filing their
nomination papers for the Rajya Sabha bypolls on a BJP ticket, in Kolkata, on Monday. Express

tionally, the formal process of
deportation entails a handover
to the authorities of the other
country after mutual verifica-
tion that an individual is a na-
tional of the other country.

Since May 2025, the Assam
government has taken recourse
to “pushing” declared foreigners
“back”, or forcing them across
theinternational border without
entering discussions with the
other country.

Then in September, the gov-
ernmentannounced thatitisre-
viving the defunct Immigrants
(Expulsion from Assam) Act,
1950, framed an SOP, and in-
voked it on multiple occasion di-
recting declared foreigners to
leave the country within 24
hours, after which authorities
send them across the interna-
tional bordet.

fee, get posts’: Digital move
divides Bihar Congress

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, July 13

SEVEN MONTHS after the Con-
gress’s Bihar debacle, trouble is
brewing within the state party
unit over its digital outreach
campaign, with several senior
leaders questioning both the
process and its outcome.

The Bihar Pradesh Congress
Committee, led by Rajesh Ram,
launched the Srijan Saathi Jan-
sampark programme on April 11
in abid to strengthen the organ-
isation and establish a “transpar-
ent and robust digital system”
that would link organisational
positions with grassroots work
and active participation.

In a letter issued the same
day, Ram laid down targets that
aspiring office-bearers must
meet to be considered for vari-
ous organisational posts at the
state and district levels.

Congress aspirants are
required to enrol party sup-
portersas “srijan saathis” by col-
lecting Rs SO from each of them
— significantly higher than the
party’s Rs 10 membership fee.
Appointments in the state unit
are supposed tobebased onthe
number of such supporters en-
rolled by various aspirants.

The digital campaign,
monitored through a mobile
app, seeks to connect the Con-
gress leadership with grass-
roots workers and the public
across the state. Existing Con-
gress members as well as non-
members can enrol as “srijan
saathis” after paying Rs 50 and
registering through the app.

Defending the Rs 50 fee,
Ram told The Indian Express
that the exercise was “not a me-
mbership drive” but a mechan-
ismtoassesslevel of supporten-
joyed by aspiring party leaders.

Criticswithin the party, how-
ever, allege that the programme
effectively makes financial ca-

Cong MP: Against party rules; pilot project
approved by AICC brass, says state chief

:——“
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Bihar Congress chief Rajesh
Ram. @RAJESHKRINC

pacity a key criterion for organ-
isational appointments.
According to Ram’s letter, a
leader would be recommended
for the post of Bihar Congress
vice-president upon enrolling
3,000 “srijan saathis”, 2,000 for
general secretary, 1,000 for sec-
retary, and 200 for a district-
level office-bearer's post.
Several senior state Congress
leaders argue that the initiative
runs contrary to the ideological
position articulated by the party
and LoPRahul Gandhi. “Onone
hand, Gandhi talks about run-
ning the party on ideology. On
the other, the Bihar Congress is
witnessing what appears to be
the sale of organisational posts,”
asenior Congress leader said.
“Anyone with enough
money can enrol 2,000-3,000
people and stake claim to asen-
ior position. If someone spends
Rs1.51akh to enrol 3,000 people
and submits the list, they be-
come eligible for recommenda-
tion as vice-president without
any other checks and bal-
ances," the leader added.
Sources said the offices of
Gandhi and Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge have been ap-
prised of the row. A senior party
MP has taken up the issue of
“high fee for srijan saathis” with

Kharge, whoislearntto have ex-
pressed surprise and said he
would look into the matter.

“People who joined the
party only recently are getting
senior organisational posts be-
cause they can spend money,
while those who have worked
foryearsarebeingoverlooked,”
another Congress leader said.

Senior Congress leader and
party MP from Katihar, Tariq
Anwar, told TheIndian Express:
“Tam against this programme.
In the name of organisational
restructuring, undeserving
people are being encouraged.
Thisisakin todistributing posts
on the basis of how many
members someone can enrol.”
He added that the programme
was launched “unilaterally”.

Asked about the Rs 50 fee,
Anwar said: “This is completely
wrong and against party rules.”

Responding to criticism,
Ram said the initiative was a
“pilot project approved by the
AICC leadership and could
eventually be replicated else-
where”. “This is not a member-
shipdrive.Itisanorganisational
reform. If someone wants to be-
come a general secretary, 2,000
people endorse that person by
paying Rs S0 and completing di-
gital process on Bihar Congress
mobile app. Ithelpsusassessthe
supportacandidate has. Earlier,
there was no objective criterion
for becoming an office-bearer.
People had tolobbywithleaders
in Delhi or Patna. We have done
away with that,” he said.

Ram said, “Thisisn’t the sale
of posts but an attempt to build
a new leadership. It challenges
existing delegate-based system
in Bihar Congress, which is why
some leaders are opposing it.”

‘Poll panel or Modi’s personal fietdom?’ Opp

criticises Form 6 ‘change’,demands rollback

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 13

THE OPPOSITION on Monday
slammed the Election Commis-
sion over a Form 6 “change”,
with the Congress accusing the
poll panel of having become
“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's personal fiefdom”.

The allegations follow The
Indian Express’s report on Sun-
daythat the EC’sonline version
of the electors’ registration
form — Form 6 — has a new
section that seeks the status of
the applicant’s parents vis-a-vis
the last SIR.

Congress’s RS MP Pawan
Khera said what the “Genie was

to Aladdin, (CEC) Gyanesh
(Kumar) is to Modi” as “he
simply carries out the master’s
wishes”. “The latest example:
the EC has introduced a new
mandatory sectionintheonline
version of Form 6, although the
downloadable version contains
no such provision, without any
prescribed amendment to the
Registration of Electors Rules,
1960. The EC, which cannotadd
even a comma to a statutory
formonitsown, hasinserted an
entirely new section —asifit has
ceased to be a constitutional
body and become Modi's per-
sonal fiefdom,” said Khera.
CPI(M) MP John Brittas
wrote to CEC Gyanesh Kumar,

demanding a rollback of the
provision, saying the EC’s “con-
stitutional legitimacy rests not
merely upon the fairness of
elections but equally upon
scrupulous fidelity to the law
governing those elections”.
“Byintroducing a new man-
datory declaration through ECI-
NET portal, without a corre-
sponding amendment to the
statutory Rules, the Commis-
sion has effectively amended
subordinate legislation through
executive action. Such an exer-
ciseisplainly ultravires,” Brittas
wrotein hisletter. “Since Form6
isprescribed under the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules, 1960, any
alteration thereto necessarily

requires amendment of the
Rules through a notification is-
sued by the Ministry of Law and
Justice and published in the Of-
ficial Gazette,” said Brittas. EC
didn’t respond to a request for
comment on the allegations.
The Indian Express had re-
ported that the ECINET portal,
as accessed on Saturday,
showed an unlettered “declar-
ation form” part inserted be-
tween parts “J” and “K” of Form
6, asking for details of the appli-
cant or their parents in the last
SIR. But the copy of Form 6
available for download on same
portal, ostensibly for filling &
submitting physically, doesn’t
include new declaration part.

e BJP SOURCES SAY THE NEW CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT BILL WILL BE BROUGHT DURING MONSOON SESSION ONLY AFTER ENSURING THAT THE GOVT HAS A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY FOR ITS PASSAGE

Modi govt mounts new bid for women’s Bill: DMK, NCP-SP outreach to abstentions

CAPITALCONTEXT
BY L1z MATHEW

A WEEKLY LOOK AT POLITICS IN
A STATE FROM THE VANTAGE
POINT OF NEW DELHI

WITH THE Monsoon Session of
Parliament scheduled to begin
onJuly 20, the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment has stepped up its ef-
forts to muster a two-thirds ma-
jority to push a fresh
constitutional amendment Bill
to advance reservation for wo-
men to 2029 — along with a De-
limitation Bill for expansion of
Lok Sabha from 543 MPs up to
850 —which wasdefeated inthe
Lower House in April.

BJP sources said the new
constitutional amendment Bill
will be brought in Parliament
during the upcoming session
only after ensuring the govern-
ment has a two-thirds majority.

With 20 rebel TMC Lok
Sabha MPs pledging their sup-
port to the NDA and six Shiv
Sena (UBT) MPs joining the
NDA'’s ally Shiv Sena, the ruling
alliance’s tally in the LS could
rise from the existing 293 MPs to

329 if Speaker Om Birla deems
these crossoversvalid. However,
even this number is below the
required 360 for a two-thirds
majority if all MPs are present
and voting in the House.

So BJP is now trying to get
Opposition parties like the NCP
(SP), which has eight MPs, on
board, sources said, adding that
the party isoptimistic that some
non-NDA MPs may also abstain
when the Bill is put to vote.

The Opposition camp has
maintained that such attempts
by the Narendra Modi govern-
ment would not succeed.

“Despite misusing the cen-
tralagenciestobreakthe parties
and offering everything possible
to individual MPs, BJP cannot
bulldoze this constitutional
amendmentBill. The parties are
very concerned about attempts
BJP is making. They (BJP) are
definitely trying their best, but
are not going to succeed,” Con-
gress MP and party general sec-
retary (organisation) K C Venu-
gopal told The Indian Express.

BJP leadership has been in
discussions with DMK, which
the treasury benches expectsto
“abstain if not vote in favour of

the Bill”. The DMK has yet to
take a decision about its stand,
even as it has already sought
separate seating from the Con-
gress benches in LS after the
latter joined hands with Vijay’s
TVK to form a government fol-
lowing the recent Tamil Nadu
polls. The DMK, which was
ousted from power by the TVK,
had earlierled a campaign over
the delimitation issue, arguing
that an exercise just on the basis
of census data would be an “in-
justice” to the southern states
that have succeeded in control-
ling population.

Sourcesin DMK said the gov-
ernment has reached out to the
party leadership to find a
“middle path”. “We have con-
cernsand we have conveyed itto
them (BJP). As far as we know,
the government is ready to ad-
dress them positively. Now,
there is no such issue that we
cannot resolve. We are hopeful
that theywill comeupwithasol-
ution,” said asenior DMK leader.

Acknowledging the dis-
cussions between the govern-
ment and her party over the
issue, DMK leader Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi told The Indian

l

@MKSTALIN

DMK chief MK Stalin burns a copy of the Billin April. Party sources
said govt has reached out to its leadership to find a “middle path”.

Express: “We have raised some
issues. Tamil Nadu’s interests
will have to be protected. We will
not allow the states to be pun-
ished for successfully imple-
menting the population control
measures.”

Outreachto Opp

BJPsourcessaid senior party
leadersare “constantly in touch”
with the regional leaders aswell
as individual MPs from the Op-
positionside, including from the
SP and even Congress. “Hectic
effortsarebeigmade. Butwewill
not hurry the Bill unless ad-

epaper.indianexpres&mm.- .

equate and more numbers are
ensured. We do not want to take
any chances,” said a senior BJP
leader.

The BJP has also been in
backroomnegotiationswith the
NCP(SP)togetitssupport forthe
proposed Bill, but the ruling
party is wary of the Sharad
Pawar-led outfit, sources said.
“From our past experiences,
thereisatrustdeficitissuewhen
itcomestothe NCP(SP). Ourtop
leadership has respect for Sha-
rad Pawar, but we have experi-
enced last-minute flip from his
party,” said a BJPleader.

Some Congress leaders say
they are concerned BJP could
soon manage to secure the
numbers required to push the
Bill through Parliament. “Butwe
will not let it happen without a
fight,” said a senior Congress MP.

“We have reached out to
DMK for keeping the Opposition
intact since the Opposition stood
together to ensure the fall of the
Bill in LS in April. It was (DMK
chief) M K Stalin who burnt the
Bill and led the campaign
against the government's de-
limitation move. Congress MPs
are not only from the South. We
stood together for Opposition
unity,” the Congress MP said.

According to Congress MP,
Tamil Nadu CM CJoseph Vijay’s
fresh assertion that the state
would not accept the delimita-
tion Bill was a “message” for the
DMK. At a public meeting in
Karur last Friday, Vijay argued
that the delimitation Bill would
“weaken” the southern states’
representation in Parliament
and reduce Tamil Nadu’s share
in central funding. “If DMK
shifts its stand now, it will be-
come Vijay’s biggest political
weapon against that party,” said

Kolkata

an Opposition leader.

Govt’scalculus

In the April special session,
the Constitution (131st Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 — meant to ad-
vance reservation of 33% seats
for women in an expanded LS
and Assemblies and facilitate
delimitation of constituencies —
was defeated in the Lok Sabha.
Of the 528 members present in
the House, 298 voted in favour of
the Bill and 230 opposed it.

If the DMK’s 22 LS MPs ab-
stain and every other memberin
the House votes, the govern-
ment would require 346 for a
two-thirds majority. BJP sources
say this target can be achieved.

According to BJP insiders,
the decision of the Aparjitha Sar-
angi-led Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) on the 130th
constitutional amendment Bill
to replace its provision for auto-
matic “removal” of ministers
after a30-day detention for seri-
ous offences with “suspension”
could alsobeseen asa “softening
of the government’s tough
stance” for reaching out to the
Opposition, especially the re-
gional parties.

While retaining the clause
thatinsists the ministers should
demit office after 30 days of cus-
tody, the JPChas agreed for “sof-
tening” it on the basis of the sug-
gestions given by several
Opposition parties, state govern-
ments and law institutes.

In its draft report, the JPC is
learnt to have added a sunset
clause that says the suspension
would lapse upondischarge, ac-
quittal or failure of the prosecu-
tion within a defined period.
This, sources said, was to ad-
dress the Opposition's concerns
over possible misuse of the law.

“While retaining the clause
to ensure transparency, the rul-
ing party has to be seen accom-
modating Opposition’s de-
mands. It can be seen as an
outreach to regional parties for
cooperation on other Bills too,”
said a BJP leader, adding that
“the delimitation Bill is a prior-
ity”. BJP currently has 114 MPs
in RS which would rise to 117 as
the partyissettowinall three RS
seats from West Bengal in July
24 bypolls. This will take NDA
strength in 245-member House
t0 155, just nine short of the two-
thirds mark of 164.
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Format C-7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms
& website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been
selected as candidates, along with the reasons for selection, as also as to why other
individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated
13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt petition(C) no. 2192 of 2018 in
WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of the Political Party
*Name of the Election

Format C-7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms
& website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been
selected as candidates, along with the reasons for selection, as also as to why other
individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated
13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Courtin contempt petition(C) no. 2192 of 2018 in
WP(C)no. 536 of 2011)

Name of the Political Party
*Name of the Election

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)

COUNCIL OF STATES (RAJYA SABHA)
BYE ELECTION 2026

WEST BENGAL

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)

COUNCIL OF STATES (RAJYA SABHA)
BYE ELECTION 2026

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

Name of State/UT

(1) Name of the Constituency RAJYA SABHA, West Bengal (1) Name of the Constituency RAJYA SABHA, West Bengal
Name of the Candidate SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY Name of the Candidate PRAKASH CHIK BARAIK
Sl. Sl.
No. No.
1. | Criminal antecedents 1. | Criminal antecedents
a.| Nature of the Offences | DEFAMATION a.| Nature of the Offences | Criminal
c. | Name of the Court Court of Ld. CJM at Alipoce Case no:- 102/18, Corresponding to
d. | Whether charges have | No G.R. 814/18
been framed or not U/S 341/323/34 of IPC
(Yes/No)
Date of conviction, if any | Not Applicable c. | Name of the Court Chief Judicial Magistrate Court, Alipurduar
Details of punishment Not Applicable d. | Whether charges have | Yes
undergone, if any been framed or not
g. | Any other information Nil (Yes/No)

required to be given

2. | Thereasons for the selection
of the candidate, Selection
shall be with reference to the
qualifications, achievements
and merit of the candidate,
and not mere'winnability” at

e. | Date of conviction, if any| Not Applicable

The candidate is a highly educated person
having Degrees of Master of Arts and Legum
Baccalaureus (Bachelor of Law).He was also
Law officer in a Central Public Sector g.
Undertaking from 1983 to 1996 and he
resumed legal practice in the Hon'ble High

f. | Details of punishment
undergone, if any

Not Applicable

Any other information
required to be given

Chargesheet filed, Accused is on Bail

antecedents could not be
selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

Moreover, the candidate was a member of the
Council of States(Rajya Sabha) from August
2011 till June 2026. His performance as a
Member of Parliament for about 15 years was

individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be
selected as candidates (not

the polls (not more than Court at Calcutta and also in the Hon'ble 2. | Thereasons forthe selection | The candidate belongs to Scheduled Tribe

100 words) Supreme Court of India. He served as Vice of the candidate, Selection | community and works relentlessly for the
President of Bar Association of Calcutta High shall be with reference to the | upliftment of the plantation labourers in remote
Court for two years betwe_en 2011-13. These qualifications, achievements | areas of northern part of West Bengal. He was
show both of his long standing legal career and and merit of the candidate, | amember of the Rajya Sabha for three years.
leadership qualities as senior functionary of Bar and not mere"winnability” at
Association of Calcutta High Court. the polls (not more than

3. | Reason as to why other | No other candidate was considered because of 100 words)
individuals without criminal | the reasons mentioned herein above. 3. | Reason as to why other|The candidate belongs to Scheduled Tribe

community and works relentlessly for the
upliftment of the plantation labourers in remote
areas of northern part of West Bengal. He was

more than 100 words) a member of the Rajya Sabha for three years.

noteworthy, his profound knowledge in Rules
and Procedures of Rajya Sabha was well
recognised, overall contributions on issues of
national importance were remarkable.
According to the party assessment, he is much
above the average candidates for selection by
the party to contest the Bye- Election to the
Rajya Sabha.

*In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council
by MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

i

Shashi Agnihotri
State General Secretary
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
WEST BENGAL

*In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council
by MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

M

Shashi Agnihotri
State General Secretary
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
WEST BENGAL

ZONAL OFFICE : MIDNAPORE
Station Road, Opposite O1d Water Tank

ALLAHABAD Paschim Midnapore, Pin- 721101

APPENDIX - IV - A [Sea Proviso to Rule 8(6) & 9(1)]
E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable | Movable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8{&) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enfercement) Rules, 2002,
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and In particular to the Borrower(z) and Guaranton(s) that the below described Immovable § Movabie Property
mortgaged / charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank {Secured Creditor),

will be sold on "As Is where Is basis”, "As Is what Is basis" and "Whatever there Is basls” on 27,07, 2026 for recovery of the amount a8 mentioned below against
each account due to the Indlan Bank{Secured Creditor), from the below mentioned Borrower(s) [ Guarantons)

The specific details of the Peoperty inlended to be brought 1o sale through e-aucton mode are enumerated below |

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF

IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

£\ s=TETEE

EAST COAST RAILWAY

NOTICE FOR SHORTLISTING OF BRANDS / PRODUCTS
OF PROPRIETARY ARTICLE DEPOT (PAD)

Notice No.: PAD-01/2026
Invites applications in the prescribed proforma from reputed manufacturers

Ieh! Sk @ UCO BANK

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
5. a) Name of Account ! Borrower

ZONAL OFFICE, SILIGURI No.

Detailed Description of the
Immovable Property

a) Reserve Price
b) EMD Amoumnt
¢} Bid Increment Amount

Socured Craditors
Outstanding Dues

b} Mame of the Branch

of Proprietary Article Depot (PAD) brands for short listing of their HILL CART ROAD, SILIGURI - 734001 g]' bk Pttt
bramdsiproducts (o be sold through licansee run stafic catering units, MPS units & i Tutia of Possassl
Fresh Frull and Juice Stalls al slalions under the jurisdiction of East Coast PREMISES REQUIRED ) Type oEsEEson

Raihway

Apphcation form can be oblained from the office of the Principal Chief
Commercial Manager, East Coast Railway, Ground Floor, Morth Block, Rail
Sadan, Bhubaneswar on any working day betwean 10:00 hrs to 18:00 hrs up
to 06.08.2026. The costof application is Re. 5 300V- (Rupees Five Thousand Mins
Hundred only inclusive of 18% GST) {Rs. 5,000/ + 183 GST [e. 900/- = Rs_ 5900/}

Rs. 16,58, 684.00
[Fupees Sixteen Lakhs
Fifty Eight Thousand
Eight Hundrad Eighty
Faur only) as on
09.90.2023, with furiher
interest, costs, other

a) M's. Ghantl Agency
Prop. : Shri Pradyot Kumar Ghanti
(Borrower)

Shri Pradyot Kumar Ghanti
[Borrawer | Mortgagor ! Guarantor),

Shri Prabin Bera (Guarantor]

Land & Bullding at Mouza - Uttar Patharberia, J.L. No.
277, LR Khatian Mo, 723, LE Plot No. 629, Area 03.50
Decimal, Mature - Bastu, P.3. - Bhupatinagar, Dist -
Purbsa Mednapore, West Bangal, Pin - 721 425, standing
in the name of Shri Pradyot Kumar Ghanti vide Sale
Deed No, 3550 dated 02,09 2016, Boundaries of the

a) Rs. 9,00,000.00
{Rupees Mine Lakhs anly}

b) Rs. 90,000.00
[Rupaes Minety Thousand only)

c} Re. 10,000.00
(Rupses Ten Thousand only)

Bank desires to take premises on rent having 800-1000square feet {for 1.
Branch) of carpet area preferably on Ground Floor or Premises on first
floor if the same is in Malis, Shopping Centers where infrastructure
facilities like lifts, escalators are available.

The premises are required in the following localities for opening of

ot 4 i j ; : . Property : North - Land of Subodh Ghanti, South -
It ks to ba paid in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of PRAERst Coast its Branch/Office:- All are at : \ill - Uttar Patharberia, ; .
Raitway, Bhubaneswar and submitted along with the application and documents - . PO - Udbadal, Dist - Purba Midnapars, ?ﬁ:i: l?-;;i!_'!‘-_ﬁ;?:;u l.i_“al';agg;mEnF_lI?L'HTj:ﬂSE of Abhay chﬁfﬂe?h%:gn?pens'ﬁ d) IDIBGGOB0ZEI34
The application form and other lerms & conditions can atso be downloaded from aino. | Location | Purpose Mearest Branch / Qffice Piry - 721 425, ; B il 5 e ¥ e e} Not known to Bank

East Coast Raillway's wehsite i g, https:lleastooastrail. indianrailways.gov.in

Ploase search as Tender == Expression of Interest of the portal. UL BANK Balurghat Branch Prachya tiharll Hoad

b} Khatial Branch f] Symbolic Possession

P0.Bakurghat Dist Dakshin Dinajpur PIN -733101 3

The applications can be put inthe drop box kept in office of the Principal Chief i EE"JI'QI'IE'[ Branch i : s _ a) Mr. Tuhin Suvra Ghosh Flal being Ma. 2-A on 2nd Floor measuring super Build Rs. 15,89, 536.00 a} Rs. 12.60,000.00
Commercial Manager, East Coast Railway, Ground Floor, North Block, Rail ailiguri Zonal Office, Rajani Bagan, Hill cart Road, (Borrower & Mortgagor) up area 530 Sq.fi. of the building known as "Chatlerjee | {Rupees Fifieen Lakhs | [Rupees Twelve Lakhs Sixty
Sadan, Bhubaneswar on working days betwesn 10:00 hrs o 18:00 hrs afier the Si“ﬁﬂfi Wesd EE‘I'IQEL" 734001 Flat Moo 24 2nd Floor, Chalterjee Building” Mouza - Mivabazar, J.L, Mo, 173, under the | Minety Mina Thousand | Thousand only)

izsue of this notification til 07082026 al 11:00 hws. Any application submitted - - :_ . . - - Building, Miva Bazar, PO, - Midnapare, | jursdiction of Midnapore Municipality Ward Mo 8 (O} | Free Hundred Niraty Sis bi Rs. 1,26,000.00

after the aforesaid date and fime will not be accepted. It is also clarified that this is Jajpgram Vill & PO Jajigram District Birbhum Pin- P.5. - Midnapore, Dist - Paschim 11 [N, Mahalla Aligunj, Holding No. 858/1, Hal LR [ only) due as on (Rupaes One Lakh Twenty Six
not & tender notice but application for shortlisting of brands of PAD. The . 73101 Midnapare, Pin - 721 101. Khatian No. 4554 & 4742, RS Plol No. 1546, 1547, | 08.02.2024 with further | Thyaeand aniy)

applications will be opaned on 07 08_2026 at 12:00 hre., 2 Jajigram | Branch 1548, 1550 and cortesponding LR Plot No. 2339, Sub | interesl, costs, other | o 4 oa0 a0

Siliguri Zonal Office, Rajani Bagan, Hill cart Road,

b} Midnapore Branch
Siliguri, West Bengal 734001

Registry Office - Midnapore Sadar, within Police Station
Midnapore, Dist - Paschim Midnapore, Pin - 721 101,

charges and expansas
Iharaan,

(Rupees Ten Thuosand only)

PR-286/R/26-2T7

Chiel Commercial Manager (Catg.}/Bhubaneswar

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

The details may be collected from Bank's nearest office as mentioned
above or can be down loaded from our Bank's web Site at
www.ucobank.com . The last date of application in sealed cover on
prescribed format till 05.08.2026 (05th August 2026)

Date: 14.07.2026 {Puneet Kumar)

Place: Siliguri Zonal Head, Siliguri Zone

standing in the name of Tuhin Suvra Ghosh vide
Title Daad No. 2062 for the year 2021.

d) IDIBTO05T32950
g} Mot known to Bank
f) Physical Possession

Date and Time of E-auction : Date - 27.07.2026; Time - 11.00 A.M. to 05.00 P.M.

Platform of E-auction Service Provider : hitps://baanknet.com

Bidders are advized to visit the website (hitps:fbaanknet.com) of cur e-suction service provider PEB Alliance Pyt, Ltd. to participate in anline bid, For Technical
Assistance Please call PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Helpdesk No. 82812 20220, email ID : support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com and other help ling numbers
awvailable in service providers helpdesk, For Registraticn status with PSB AlRance Pyt. Ltd, and EMD status, please contact support. BAANKNET@psballiance . com,

For preperty details and photograph of the property and auction ferms and condifions please visit © https:ibaanknet.com and for clarifications refated to this porial,
please contact Helpdesk No, 82912 20220

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https:/baanknet.com.

NOTE ; THIS IS ALSO A NOTICE TO THE BORROWER(S) / MORTGAGOR(S) / GUARANTOR(S)

Date : 0007 2026 | Place : Midnapare

Authorised Officer § Indian Bank

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata
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DHARAVI REVAMP

BMCplansto
leaseout15
acres of Mulund
dumpsiteto
Adani-govtfirm

Pratip Acharya
Mumbai, July 13

THE BRIHANMUMBAI Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) will
lease out15acres of the erstwhile
Mulund dumping ground to
Navbharat Mega Developers
Private Limited (NMDPL), the
special purpose vehicle (SPV)
jointly owned by the Adani
Group and the Maharashtra
government that is executing
the ambitious Dharavi Redevel-
opment Project (DRP).

The proposal, which had
been under discussion within
the civic administration for the
past few months, has now
gained momentum, with the
BMC's Solid Waste Management
(SWM) department set to place
the draft proposal before the Im-
provement Committee later this
month for final approval.

The civic body expects to
generate nearly Rs 103 crore
through the proposed five-year
lease.

The BMC had earlier
handed over 124 acres within
thelarger 311-acre Deonarland-
fill to the Adani Group for the
Dharavi Redevelopment Pro-
ject (DRP), which is being
executed by NMDPL, in which
Adani Properties Private Li-
mited (APPL) holds an 80%
stake, while the remaining20%
is held by the Slum Rehabilita-
tion Authority (SRA).

Unlike Deonar landfill, ear-
marked for constructing hous-
ing tenements under the Dha-
ravi Redevelopment Project, the
Mulund land parcel willbe used
to establish a ready-mix con-
crete (RMC) plant and a casting
yard to support constructionac-
tivities under the project.

NCPleaderissueslegal notice ove

Sunetra’s election as party chief

Praful Patel calls for ‘corrective measures’
in the party after Ajit Pawar’s death

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, July 13

THE SIMMERING discontent
within the NCP spilled into the
open on Monday, with a senior
office-bearer mounting a legal
challenge to Deputy Chief Min-
ister Sunetra Pawar’s election
as the party’s national presi-
dent even as working president
Praful Patel publicly called for
“corrective measures” in the or-
ganisation’s functioning.

The twin developments ex-
posed fresh fault lines within
the party months after former
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar’s death.

National secretary Sachchi-
danand Singh hasissued alegal
notice to Sunetra Pawar, Praful
Patel and the party’s national
general secretary and election
nodal officer Brijmohan Srivas-
tava, challenging the organisa-
tional election process and
seeking that Sunetra Pawar’s
election be declared “illegal,
non-existent and void”.

The developments come
amid growing unease within a

section of the party over its
functioning after Ajit Pawar’s
death, with some leaders pri-
vately expressing concern over
what they describe as the in-
creasing influence of Rajya
Sabha MP Parth Pawar in or-
ganisational affairs.

Acknowledging the chal-
lenges before the party, Praful
Patel told reporters Monday, “It
is difficult to fill in the vacuum
created after the death of Ajit
Pawar. The party needs to take
corrective measures.”

The legal notice, issued on
July 9, alleges that party leader-
shipviolated the NCP constitu-
tion while electing Sunetra
Pawar at the party’s national
convention held in Mumbai on
February 26. According to
Singh, who also heads NCP’s
Jharkhand unit, a meeting held
on February 17 following Ajit
Pawar’s demise had decided
that Praful Patel would serve as
interim national president.
However, he alleges that the
very next day, the process to
elect a new national president

o

Notice alleges NCP leadership violated the party’s constitution while
electing Sunetra Pawar at the convention on February 26. priFiLE

wasinitiated without following
procedures laid down in the
party constitution.

Singh has alleged that the
authority to convene a national
convention and initiate the
presidential election rested
onlywith the authorised acting
president and not with the gen-
eral secretary. The notice al-
leges that mandatory constitu-
tional processes — including
appointment of an indepen-
dent election authority, publi-
cation of an election schedule,
invitation of nominations and
voting procedures — were by-
passed.

The complainant also said
that despite being an incum-
bent national secretary, he was
neither formally informed
about the convention nor given
an opportunity to file his nomi-
nation or participate in the elec-
tion process. He claimed he at-
tended the convention in
February and raised objections,
but was ignored.

The notice gives the party
leadership 15 days to withdraw
the documents submitted to
the Election Commission, de-
clare Sunetra’selection and the
list of office-bearers void, con-
stitute an independent central

election authority and conduct
fresh organisational elections
in accordance with the party
constitution.

It warns that if these de-
mands are not met, Singh will
approach both the courts and
the EC. The NCP did not im-
mediately respond to queries
seeking its response.

Discontent over Parth

Since his election to the RS
in April, Parth Pawar has be-
come increasingly influential
in party affairs, calling the shots
on behalf of his mother Sunetra
and leading to discontent
among several MLAs and of-
fice-bearers, NCP sources said.

A section in the NCP is also
skeptical about the effective-
ness of Parth Pawar as the
party’s face, claiming he is re-
luctant to go out and interact
with the public.

Moreover, despite repeated
assurances that BJPwill return
Finance portfolio, once held by
Ajit Pawar, to NCP, the party
leadership has failed to secure
the ministry. Both Sunetraand
Parth met Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah in New Delhi,
where the issue was reportedly
discussed.

CM listening, Narottam: ‘Will ensure Datia win, no contlict’

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, July 13

JUST THREE days after his
supporters brought traffic to a
standstill, clashed with police
and threatened mass resigna-
tions over the BJPdenying him
a ticket, former Madhya Pra-
desh Home Minister Narottam
Mishra shared the stage with
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav,

ASTERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING E-AUCTION

E-Auction NMotice No.: COM/PUB/HWH/26/24 Dated: 06.07.2026
E-Auction is invited by Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern
Railway, Howrah Division, New DREM Building, 4th Floor, near Rail
Museum, Howrah-7 11101 for awarding contract of Commercial Publicity
Rights over Howrah Division, Eastern Railway,
Catalogue No.: PUB-HWH-26-24

Seq. No., Lot No. & Description are as follows : AAM, ADVT-HWH-
RPH-0OH-153-25-1 {Advertising-Out of Homa). Awarding rights for
display of Railway information with scope of Commercial Adverisemeant
through Railway installed 01 (One} no, of Video Wall (LED Screen) on
50:50 Time/Space shanng basis at circulating area of Rampurhat Railway
Station for a period of Three (03) yvears. AAZ, ADVT-HWH-NDAE-OH-
157-25-1 (Advertising-Out of Home). Awarding rights for display of
Railway information with scope of commercial advertisement through
Railway instalied 01 (one) no, of Video Wall (Led Screen) on 50:50
Tima/Space sharing basis at circulating area near tempaorary booking
office of Nabadwip Dham Railway station for a period of three (03) years,
AAI3, ADVT-HWH-AMBG-0H-164-26-1 (Advertising-Out of Home).
Awarding rights for display of Railway information with scope of commaercial
advertisemeant through Railway installed 01 (one) no. of Video Wall (Led
Screen) on 50:50 Time/'Space sharing basis at circulating arsa near main
entrance of Arambag Faillway stalion for a penod of three (03) yvears.
AAI4, ADVT-HWH-BLY-OH-167-26-1 (Advertising-Out of Homa).
Contract for Operation and Maintenance of 01 no. Video Wall (LED
Screen) at circulating area of Bally Railway Station for Display of Railway
information with scope of Commercial Advertisement on 50:50 Time
Sharing Basis for a period of three (03) years. AA/S, ADVT-HWH-AZ-
OH-163-26-1 (Advertising-Out of Home). Awarding rights for display
of Railway Information with scope of Commercial Advertisement through
Railway installed 01 (One) no. of Video Wall (LED Screen) on 50:50
Time/Space sharing basis at circulating area of Azimgan| Rallway Station
for a panod of three (03) years. AAG, ADVT-HWH-KWAE-OH-156-25-
1 {Advertising-Out of Home). Awarding rights for display of Railway
Information with scope of Commercial Advertisement through Railway
installed 01 (Ona) no. of Video Wall (LED Screan) on 50:50 Tima/Space
sharing basis at circulating area of Katwa Railway Station for a period
of three (03) years, AAT, ADVT-HWH-DKAE-OH-160-25-1 (Advertising-
Out of Home). Awarding contract for Operation, Maintenance and Display
of Rallway Information and Commercial Advertisement through Rallway
installed 01 [One) no. of Video Wall (LED Screen) on 50:50 Time/=pace
sharing basis at circulating area of Dankuni Railway Station for a period
of three (03) years, ABM, ADVT-HWH-LLH-05D-119-24-1 {Advertising-
On Station Premise Digital). Awarding contract for Supply, Installation,
Operation and Maintenance of Dual Display Fare Repealer System
(DDFRS) at Passenger Resarvation System (PRS) Counters & Unresenad
Ticketing Systam (UTS) Counters with provision of dynamic BHIM LR
QR Code at stations under cluster-1 {Liluah, Belur, Bally, Dankuni,
Uttarpara, Konnagar, Rishra & Srirampur as detailed in Annexture-1) of
Howrah Division with scope of Commercial Advertisements for a period
of three (03) years, AB/Z, ADVT-HWH-BWN-O5D-86-26-1 (Advertising-
On Station Premise Digital). Awarding rights for display of Railway
Information and Advertisement through Railway installed 06 (Six) nos
of Video Walls inside Barddhaman Station at different locations on 5050
Time!Space shanng basis for a perod of three (03) yvears. AB/3, ADVT-
HWH-PDA-OSD-122-24-1 (Advertising-On Station Premise Digital).
Awarding contract for Supply, Installation, Oparation and Maintenancea
of Dual Display Fare Repeater System (DDFRS) at Passenger Reservation
System (PRS) Counters & Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) Counters
with provision of dynamic BHIM UPI QR Code at stations under cluster-
4 (Pandooah, Memari, Barddhaman, Bolpur & Rampurhat as detailed
in Annexture-1) of Howrah Division with scope of Commercial
Advertisements for a period of three (03) years. AC/1, ADVT-HWH-
HWH-05N-165-26-1 (Advertising-On Station Premise Non-Digital).
Awarding contract for Commercial Publicity Rights through Vingl pasting
on pilars at Howrah Station, Old Complex for a period of three (03) years
ADM, ADVT-IntExt-S1-EMURAKE-32-26-1 (Advertising-Train Interior
and Exterior). Awarding Commaearcial Publicity Rights through Vinyl
Wrapping (Graphic Films according to RDS0 specification on the Exterior
surface of the entire side walls {Barring windows and mandatory signage)
and on the specified locations inside the coaches of 12 coach EMU Rake
plying over Howrah Division for a period of three (03} years. ADI2, ADVT-
IntExt-S1-EMURE-25-1 (Advertising-Train Interior and Exterior).
Awarding Commercial Publicity Rights through Vinyl Wrapping (Graphic
Films according to RDS0 spacification on the Exterior surface of the
antire side walls (Barring windows and mandatory signage) and on the
specified locations inside the coaches of 12 coach EMU Rake plying
over Howrah Division for a peniod of three (03) years. AD/3, ADVT-
IntExt-51-EMUR2-25-1 (Advertising-Train Interior and Exterior).
Awarding Commercial Publicity Rights through Vinyl Wrapping (Graphic
Films according to RDS0 specification on the Exterior surface of the
entire side walls {Barring windows and mandatory signage) and on the
specified locations inside the coaches of 12 coach EMU Rake plying
over Howrah Division for a period of three (03) vears. Auction start date
& time: 21.07.2026 at 12.00 nrs. for each. HWH-208/2026-27
Tander Matice is also available at websites | www.arindianraibways.gowin [ www.ireps. golin

urging party workers to
rally behind the man who re-
placed him.

At Ashutosh Tiwari’s nomi-
nation rally in Datia on Mon-
day, Mishra appeared visibly
emotional as senior BJP
leaders, including Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav, sought to
console him.

Duringtherally, the CM also
told Mishra that the responsi-
bility of ensuring Tiwari’s win
in these bypolls was on his
shoulders. Yadav urged Mishra
to consider Tiwari as ayounger
brother and ensure his victory.

Growingemotional, Mishra
said, “There is no major inter-
nal conflict within the BJP;Iam
tellingyou the truth... Fromthe
16th, Iwill camp right here my-
self. Together with all the
workers, I will bow my head in
respect at every single doorstep

BJP candidate Ashutosh Tiwari files his nomination papers for the
Datia bypoll in Datia on Monday. pri

in Datia. Iwill visit every single
village. Iwill ensure Ashutosh’s
victory.”

The publicdisplay of loyalty
came after a meeting of Chief
Minister Yadav, state BJP presi-
dent Hemant Khandelwal and

& OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
2% | ENGINEER ELECTRICAL CIRCLE (R&B)
NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR

E-mail seec.bbsr2010@gmail.com
Bid Identification No.S.E.E.C (R&B) 21/2026-27

34001/474/2627

No 3028 / Date 01.07.2026

The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha,
Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites
percentage rate bids for E.I. works which are to be received
through online bidding, double cover system as detailed in
:https://tendersorissa.gov.in. The details of bid documents will be
available in the above website from dt.14.07.2026 at 05.00 P.M.
to dt.29.07.2026 up to 05.00 P.M. The bidders must possess
compatible Digital Signature Certificate of Class Il or III. Bids
received online shall be opened dt.30.07.2026 at 11.30 A.M. in
the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle
(R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from
the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum, if required, will be available only in

the Website.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

OIPR- 34001/34006/1/26-27/0023  Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR

MAULANA AZAD
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

tAn Instifution of Mational importance under Minsstry of Education, Govt, of India)

Ehopal-462003 (M.P.) INDIA

Advertisement for Faculty Positions

Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology (MANIT) Bhopal, an Institute of
Mational Importance under the Ministry of Education, Government of India,
invites online applications from Indian Citizens and candidates holding
Overseas Citizen of India {OCI) Card for filing up under-mentioned faculty
posifions in the various Departments. Candidates may refer to institute website
http:/fwww.manit.ac.in for detailed advertisement, vacancy details, eligibility
criteria, and other instructions.

Post & Pay Level Advt No. & Date

Assistant Professor Grade-|l,| RectyFR/2026/01 dated 14/07/2026
Academic Pay Level-10, {On Contract
basis)

Assistant Professor, Grade-l,
Academic Pay Level-12
Associate Professor
Academic Pay Level-13A2

| RecttFRI2026102 dated 14107/2026

Professor

Academic Pay Level-14A Rectt/FR/2026/03 dated 14/07/2026

Last date for submission of onling apﬁlir:,aﬂan form is 24/08/2026 uplo 05:30 |

PM. REGISTRAR

EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Auction Notice

Sr. Divigional Commercial Manager (Auction Conducting Officer), Eastem
Railway, Sealdah, 2nd Floor, DEM Building, Kaizer Street, Sealdah,
kolkata-700014 has published e-auction catalogue on www.ireps.gow.in
for Operation & Maintenance of Pay & Use Toilet lots at 04 location over
Saaldah Division. Auction Catalegue No. : PnU-SDAH-24-26; Auction
Start Date and Time : 23.07.2026 at 13.00.00 hrs. 51.; Lots Mo. and
Mame of Statiom respectively : 1. PnU-3DAH-KEGB-Toi-158-26-1;
Komagata Maru Budge Budge; 2. PnU-SDAH-KWDP-Toi-149-26-2;
Kakdwip; 3. PnU-SDAH-NMEA-Tol-150-26-1; Namkhana, 4. PnU-SDAH-
AG-Toi-152-26-1; Aranghata. Prospective bidders are requested to visit

IREPS e-auction module for further details.
SDAM-1302026-27

Tender Motice is also available at websites ; wewwoerindianrailways.gowin [ weww.ireps.gov.in
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Follow us at : Bl @EasternRailway ] @easternrailwayheadquarter

the central leadership. For the
party, this is significant as “the
party organisation has for now
managed to win over Mishra”
to help “contain arebellion that
threatened to overshadow the
by-election campaign”, party

sources said.

The episode also leaves
Mishraataninflection pointin
his political career.

Onceregarded asone of the
BJP’s most influential leaders
in Madhya Pradesh and a po-
tential chief ministerial con-
tender, he has now suffered
consecutive setbacks — the
2023 Assembly defeat followed
by the denial of a bypoll ticket
that many believed would
mark his return.

Meanwhile, the Congress
candidate, Ghanshayam Singh,
hasbeen asserting that the BJP
has damaged itself by not
nominating Mishra. Singh not
only belongs to Datia’s er-
stwhile royal family, which
commands respect among the
local population, but has also
won the seat twice, in1993 and
2003, on the Congress ticket.

Kuki-Zo bodies turn to
Mizoram torevive talks
with Naga, urge Centre
to defuse Manipur crisis

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, July 13

WITH EFFORTS to start a dia-
logue between Kuki-Zo tribes
and Tangkhul Nagas in Ma-
nipur making little headway,
Kuki civil society groups are
now hoping that an interven-
tion from Mizoram can help
break the deadlock.

A delegation of Kuki-Zo
Church leaders is headed to Ai-
zawl to meet church authorities
there and urge them to impress
uponNaga churchleadershipin
Manipurand Nagaland tofacili-
tate dialogue aimed at ending
the ongoing Naga-Kuki conflict.

“Wehavetried toreachoutto
the United Naga Council for a
dialogue, butit has notbeensuc-
cessful. So, a delegation of the
Kuki-Zo Churchisheadingto Ai-
zawl totalkto church authorities
there. Ameetingisscheduled for
tomorrow (Tuesday). We hope
the church in Mizoram can im-
press upon the Naga church
authorities in Manipur and Na-
galand to engage in dialogue,”
KukiZonal Council (KZC) chair-
man Henlienthang Thanglet
told The Indian Express.

The outreach to Mizoram
comes even as Kuki civil society
organisations intensified their
engagement with the Centre in
Delhi, pressing for what they de-
scribed as “equal justice” for the
community, restoration of hu-
manitarian access to affected
areas and an expedited political
solution tothelarger ethnic con-
flict in Manipur.

The KZC and the Kuki Inpi
Manipur (KIM), another influen-
tial Kuki body, were in Delhi over
the weekend and Monday,
where they met the Centre’s
North East interlocutor Ajit Lal
and Director of Intelligence
Bureau Mahesh Dixit. The del-
egationsalso submitted amem-
orandum to Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah detailing what
they described as a worsening
humanitarian and security situ-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ation in Kuki-dominated areas.

At a press conference in
Delhi Monday, KZC spokesper-
son Ginza Vualzongsaid the suf-
fering of the Kuki-Zo commu-
nityin the ongoing Naga conflict
had not received the same atten-
tion as other incidents.

“Everyone is talking about
the six Naga hostages. People
don’t know about the suffering
the Kuki-Zo are going through.
Fifteen Kuki-Zo people have
been killed at the hands of
NSCN(IM) and other armed
groupsand 14 villages have been
burntdown. We condemned the
killing of the Naga hostages, but
justice mustbe equal. We are also
victims,” he said.

Around two dozen people
have been Kkilled in Naga-Kuki
clashes since January this year,
while several villages belonging
toboth communities have been
torched.

Vualzong alleged that Kuki
villagers in Kangpokpi district
were facing shortage of food,
medicines and fuel because
supplies routed through Sena-
pati had been disrupted. “Our
right to live is being denied. In
some villages people are not
allowed to buy food. Half a bag
of rice costs Rs 3,500 and a litre
of petrol costs Rs250. We are re-
questing the government to en-
sure uninterrupted movement
of essential commodities and
guarantee accessto healthcare.”

The organisations reiter-
ated that the humanitarian cri-
sis reinforced their demand for
a separate administrative ar-
rangement for Kuki-Zo people.
Vualzong said the organisa-
tions had urged the Centre to
expedite political dialogue with
Suspension of Operations (SoO)
groups.

KIM president Ch Ajang
Khongsai said the memoran-
dum submitted to Shah sought
“immediate interventiononthe
grave security and humanitar-
ian crisis facing the Kuki-Zo
people”.

Kolkata

r Ladakh’sall 7 dists

to get autonomous
hill development
councils: Chief Secy

Press Trust of India
Leh, July 13

IN A landmark move, the La-
dakh administration on Mon-
day announced an Auton-
omous Hill Development
Council (AHDC) for each of its
seven districts, extending the
existing framework of elected
local self-governance beyond
Leh and Kargil.

Announcing the decision,
ChiefSecretary Ashish Kundra
also said the proposed Union
Territory-level body under a
customised Article 371 frame-
work would sit above the seven
Hill Councils, exercising legis-
lative, executive, financial and
administrative powers — a
first-of-its-kind governance
model tailored for Ladakh.

Ladakh moved from two
districts to seven in April 2026,
when Sham, Nubra, Chang-
thang, Zanskar and Drass were
notified. Elected representa-
tion until now has stayed with
the two existing Councils in
Leh and Kargil.

“The Ladakh Administra-
tion has decided to constitute
an Autonomous Hill Develop-
ment Council in each of the
seven districts. It is a major step
towards democratic decentral-
isation and grassroots govern-
ance," the chief secretary told
reporters here.

Explaining the legal frame-
work, Kundra said Section 3(1)
of the Ladakh AHDC Act al-
ready provides for the constitu-
tion of a council in every dis-
trict through a government
notification published in the
Official Gazette.

He said only the necessary
amendments to the Act,
wherever required, and the de-
limitation of constituenciesre-
main before the new councils
can be constituted.

Kundra said each of the
seven councils will carry the
full powers set out in the
LAHDC Act. “The new districts
get the same authority that Leh
has held since 1995 and Kargil
since 2003, not a reduced ver-
sion ofit," he said.

The hill councils have auth-

ority over land ownership and
land allotment within the dis-
trict. Sham, Nubra, Chang-
thang, Zanskar and Drass will
exercise that authority within
their own boundaries, he said.

Councils regulate recruit-
mentand promotion for district
cadre posts, he said, addingem-
ployment decisions in the new
districts will rest with an elected
body inside the district.

Kundra said each AHDC
will have a dedicated Council
Fund and the authority to levy
taxes, feesand other chargesin
accordance with the law, giving
every district an independent
revenue base.

Hesaid the councils will pre-
pare their own development
plans, enabling each district to
determine its priorities instead
of relying on decisions taken in
Leh or Kargil. The councils will
oversee key sectors such as
health, education, tourism,
local infrastructure and social
welfare programmes at the dis-
trictlevel, strengthening decen-
tralised governance and service
delivery, he said.

The chief secretary also out-
lined the administration's pro-
posal for a Union Territory-
level institution above the
seven Councils under a cus-
tomised Article 371 framework.

The proposed body would
exercise legislative, executive,
financial and administrative
powers, and would be a first-of-
its-kind model drawing on the
best features of similar consti-
tutional and administrative ar-
rangements elsewhere in the
country, he said.

BJP leader Tashi Gyalson
hailed the extension of the
LAHDC framework to all seven
districts of Ladakh asa “historic
milestone”.

The party said the decision
would strengthen grassroots
democracy and ensure greater
public participation in decision-
making, Gyalson, a former chair-
man-cum-chiefexecutive coun-
cillor of the LAHDC Leh,
expressed hisgratitude toPrime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for the move.

Kishor files papers
for Bankipur bypoll;
declares Rs 96 crore
assets, eight cases

Santosh Singh
Patna, July 13

JAN SURAAJ Party founder
Prashant Kishor has assets
worth Rs 96.06 crore, while his
wife has assets worth Rs 101.93
crore, his election affidavit
shows.

Kishor, a candidate for the
Bankipur bypoll, filed his
nomination on Monday. Ac-
cordingto the affidavit, he has
movable assets worth Rs 22.19
crore, while his wife, Dr Ja-
hanvi Das, has movable assets
worth Rs 89.51 crore.

His personal wealth is pri-
marily derived from unlisted
corporate equity, including a
100% controlling stake in Ved-
has Ventures Private Limited
valued at Rs 95.26 crore, along
with over Rs 7.36 crore in bank
fixed deposits and market
investments.

On the immovable prop-
erty front, Kishor owns a dis-
mantled rice mill in Rohtas,
Bihar, spread over more than
three acres, residential prop-
ertiesin Patna's Patliputra Col-
ony, New Delhi's Vasant Vihar
and Ghaziabad, and has
shares in ancestral property.
His totalimmovable assets are
valued at Rs 73.87 crore, while
his wife's stand at Rs 12.42
crore.

The affidavit also shows
that Kishor faces eight pend-
ing criminal cases, primarily
registered in 2024 and 2025.
While he has no prior convic-
tions and no formal charges
have been framed against
him, the cases involve allega-
tions ranging from unlawful
assembly, rioting, obstructing
public servants and criminal
conspiracy to criminal defa-
mation.

Several of these matters,
originating from police sta-
tions including Gandhi Mai-
dan, Sachivalaya and Pirba-
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Jan Suraaj founder Prashant
Kishore files his nomination
papers for Bankipur bypoll, in
Patna on Monday. ani

hore in Patna, are undergoing
revision and legal review be-
fore the Patna High Court,
while a few defamation com-
plaints remain at the pre-cog-
nisance stage before Chief
Judicial Magistrates.

Academically, Kishor has
an extensive educational
background spanning several
domestic and international in-
stitutions.

Prior to filing his nomina-
tion, Kishor led a procession
from the Scout and Guide
Ground, which culminated at
the District Collectorate. A
large turnout of Jan Suraj
workers, supporters and resi-
dents joined as supporters
raised slogans such as “La-
denge Bankipur, Jeetenge
Bankipur” ("We will fight for
Bankipur, we will win Bank-
ipur") throughout the route.

After filing his papers, Ki-
shor told reporters, “This is
not just my nomination; itisa
nomination for the changing
face of Bihar and for a better
future for the state. It marks
the beginning of a call to oust
criminals from power.”
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Maharashtra
govtorders
nigh-level

Drobe into Pune
puilding collapse

Manoj More
Pune, July 13

FIVE DAYS after the waste-to-
energy plant at the Moshi gar-
bage depot of the Pimpri-
Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation (PCMC) collapsed,
killing nine employees, the Ma-
harashtra government on Mon-
day announced a high-level in-
quiry panel, headed by Pune
Divisional Commissioner Shee-
tal Teli-Ugale, to “conduct an
objective and impartial probe.”

The probe hasbeen ordered
by the Urban Development De-
partment. The committee has
been asked to submit its pre-
liminary report within one
month and its final report
within two months after fixing
responsibility and suggesting
preventive measures.

The government order said
the committee shall conduct a
thorough inquiry from techni-
cal, administrative and other
relevant perspectives and sub-
mit a report.

Significantly, the commit-
tee has been asked to recom-
mend disciplinary or criminal
action against those found re-
sponsible for administrative
negligence, technical lapses,
breach of contract, violation of
environmental rules or failure
to follow safety regulations. It
has also been asked to assess
theloss of life, injuries, property
damage and other impacts
caused by the incident.

‘Can’tsuppress past’: BJP Sikh
leaders weigh in to support Satluj

Raakhi Jagga
Ludhiana, July 13

THE BJP’S efforts to keep a safe
distance from the spreading
heat over issues raised by the
film Satluj are coming under
strain.

BJP Sikh leaders have ex-
pressed unease over Union
Minister of State Ravneet Singh
Bittu taking the lead in attack-
ing the film and calling it a
“one-sided” view of militancy
years. In aswipe at Bittu, senior
BJP leader and former IPS of-
ficer Igbal Singh Lalpura said,
“every person should remain
within limits”.

For the BJP, winning Sikh
supportisanuphill battle, given
itsestrangement from once-ally
Akali Dal and the anger within
the community over its farm
laws. The party’s Sikh leaders
fear that Bittu’s stance against
the Diljit Dosanjh-starrer, based
on the life of slain activist Jas-
want Singh Khalra, will further
push the community away.

Several BJP leaders The In-
dian Express spoke to asserted
that no Killing of innocents was
justified — whether by militants
or by police in alleged fake en-
counters. They also dismissed
the argument that the film could
inflame tensions between Sikhs
and Hindus.

Officially, the BJP’s position
is as stated by its state president
Kewal Singh Dhillon. Expressing
his support to “Punjab’s cinema
and its artistes”, he said: “When

Villagers at a special screening of Satlujin Gurdaspur. A

serious concerns were raised
over the mannerinwhich Satluj
was removed from OTT, I felt it
was my responsibility to place
the matter before the govern-
ment. I welcome the Centre’s
prompt decision to refer the
issuetoareview committee. Due
process, transparency and re-
spect for Punjab’s cultural and
creative voices must always go
handinhand.”

Senior Supreme Court Ad-
vocate and BJP leader Harv-
inder Singh Phoolka said he
supported showing the film as
the younger generation must
understand the realities of the
militancy era, and advised Bittu
to “not enter into any unnecess-
ary controversy”. “The Kkillings
of innocent people should
never be forgotten irrespective
of religion, and the guilty notbe
forgiven,” Phoolka said.

Four juveniles’ murder watchman,
escape from observation home

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, July 13

FOUR MEN, whoweresenttoan
observation home a few years
back when they were juveniles,
allegedly murdered awatchman
of the facility before escapingon
scooters stolen from the staffin
Chhattisgarh’s Bilaspur district
early on Monday.

The incident took place at
around 2am at the government-
run juvenile observation home
situated in Sarkanda area of Bi-
laspur. The 40-year-old de-
ceased, Narendra Kumar
Khande, a Bilaspur resident, was
among the ten staffers at the fa-
cility which housed around 50
inmates brought there in crimi-

nal cases. Khande was the only
watchman and there were no se-
curity guards, the police said.

A police official said that the
incident was pre-planned. The
four, all aged between 18 to 20
years, attacked Khande when
the rest of the inmates were
asleep. They first gagged his
mouth with cloth and then tied
his hands and legs. He was
strangled to death, police said.

The four then picked up the
keys of two staffers’ scootersand
fled. The four men also took the
Digital Video Recorder (DVR) of
the CCTV cameras. The matter
cameto light only at 8 am when
other staffers woke up.

When asked how the ac-
cused, who are adults, were kept

at ajuvenile home, an official
said, “When they were brought
here, they were minors. They are
kept here till the age of 21,”

The mastermind in the case
is said to be a 20-year-old man
whowastoturn2lyearsoldina
few months leading police to
suspect he committed the crime
deliberately to escape from the
facility before he could be
shifted. Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP), Bilaspur,
Rajnesh Singh said, “Three of
the accused are residents of
Raigarh district, while the
fourth one hailed from Korba
district. We have registered a
case of murder and our teams
have been dispatched to find
them.”

MP Police on their heels,
woman of Kumbh fame,
husband stay in hiding

Shaju Philip &

Anand MohanJ
Thiruvanananthapuram,
Bhopal, July 13

FOR THREE months now, the
woman who courted fame dur-
ingthe 2025 Mahakumbh Mela
held in Uttar Pradesh and her
husband have lived in fear,
moving from one city to
another in Kerala chased by
allegations regarding their
inter-faith marriage.

The fear is closing in again
with the interim bail given by
the Kerala High Court to the
husband, in a POCSO case in
Madhya Pradesh, ending ear-
lier this month. The Madhya
Pradesh Police have been
camping in Kerala to take the
husband back with them.

Last week, the Kerala High
Court also vacated its earlier
order granting police protection
to the couple, after police said it
could notlocate them. Dhanam
Kannan, a film professional who
has been helping the couple,
told The Indian Express: “The
couple had given my address to
court, but they are afraid of stay-
ingthere because ofthe Madhya
Pradesh Police. We do not know
where they have gone. Hence,
the court vacated the protection
order.”

The case against the hus-
band, 26, was filed by the
woman’s father, claiming that
his daughter was a minor, and
had been abducted. She has
however produced documents
showing she is 18. As she be-
longs to a tribal community, the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) is also
probing the matter.

In their plea to the High

Kerala HCvacates
ordergranting
couple protection
after policesaid.it
couldnotlocatethe
inter-faith couple

Court seeking police protec-
tion, the couple said she had got
acall threatening her that while
she had become “astar” during
the Kumbh Mela, she had “got
married to a Pakistani”. “The
caller threatened to shoot her.”

Kannan said: “Apart from
the Madhya Pradesh Police
chasing him, hardline Hindutva
groupsinKeralahave alsocome
out against the husband.”

Hessaid other colleagues be-
sideshim have been helping the
two. “They do not stay in one
place. They are not using mo-
bile phones either... They are
afraid that the Hindutva groups
may hand them over to similar
groups in Madhya Pradesh.”

Following the spotlight on
thewoman at the Mahakumbh
Mela, she had got some media
offers, and it was for this that
she came to Kerala in March,
and met the 26-year-old.

As they expressed their de-
sire to marry, her father filed a
case and insisted she return
with him to Madhya Pradesh.
The couple sought asylum at a
police station in Thiruvanan-
thapuram and, after she re-
fused to go with her father, the
film crew stepped in to help
them get married.

A senior Madhya Pradesh
Police officer said the case was
under investigation. “We are
proceeding with our investiga-

tion and may also add addi-
tional Sections relating to
forgeryinthe case. Our investi-
gation has found that false
documents were used to secure
the marriage certificate.”

Her parents have said that
the birth certificate she sub-
mitted, showing her date of
birth as January 1, 2008, and
making her 18-plus, was the re-
sult of an error.

The father said he had sub-
mitted an application to “(the)
Tehsildar requesting that an
order beissued for the issuance
of arevised birth certificate for
his daughter, reflecting the ac-
curate date of birth obtained
from hospital records”.

Sources said the NCST has
also determined the woman to
be a minor, with the hospital
where she was born recording
her date of birth as December
30, 2009. That made her age at
the time of the wedding on
March 11 at 16 years, 2 months
and 12 days, the panel re-
portedly has found.

Sources said the NCST
visited the temple where the
marriage was solemnized, to
verify the documents sub-
mitted by the couple, including
their Aadhaar cards, besidesan
undertaking that they were
adults and marrying of their
own free will.

The NCST has reportedly
recommended an FIR against
the husband under Sections of
kidnapping a woman to compel
her to marry, fraudulent mar-
riage, rape, cohabitation under
false pretences, multiple Sec-
tions under the POCSO Act, as
well asthe SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Actand Madhya Pra-
desh Freedom of Religion Act.

AddingthatitwastoPunjab’s
credit that it defied attempts to
inject communal disharmony
during the time, he said: “The
targeted Hindu killings were
done by militants while inno-
cent Sikhs were Killed in the
name of encounters by police.”

Havingled the legal fight for
many 1984 anti-Sikh riot vic-
tims, Phoolka added: “Movies
such as Satluj must be made to
tell our generation how we all
overcame those difficult times.”

Lalpura appealed for “re-
straint”. “I don’t want to speak
much about Bittu’s comments,
butevery personshould remain
withinlimits. Khalragave anac-
count that 25,000 people were
killed, and later some of it was
verified by the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)...If
thereisany confusion aboutthe
data, Bittu can take that figure

from the NHRC and shouldn't
blowuptheissue,” Lalpura, who
earlier headed the National
Commission for Minorities, said.

Supporting that “both sides
of the story” should be told, he
said the origins of militancy
should not be ignored either.
On the BJP stand, he added:
“The party is always for Punjab,
Punjabi and Punjabiyat... We
all are Punjabis irrespective of
our religion.”

Rajya Sabha MP Vikramjit
Sahney said any film based on
historical events should be
viewed as an artistic interpreta-
tion and must not become a
means to reopen old wounds or
create fresh divisions. “Itis well-
established that Khalra pursued
theissue of disappearances only
through constitutional and legal
means. The Supreme Courtand
NHRC took cognizance of these
issues, the CBI registered 62
cases, and his own abduction
and murder ultimately led to
convictions.”

On whether Satluj was one-
sided, Sahney said: “It is a film
centred on one specific
chapter... it (does not) seek to
present the entire history of ter-
rorism and militancy. Equally,
neither Diljit Dosanjh nor the
makers of the film have sought
to justify terrorism or diminish
the immense suffering caused
by militancy.”

Punjab BJP vice-president
Fateh Jung Bajwa said his
family had personally suffered
during militancy, and therefore

heunderstood the significance
of portraying that period.
Bajwa’s father Satnam Singh
Bajwa, a three-time MLA, was
killed by militants in July 1987.
Hisbrother Partap Singh Bajwa
is the Congress Leader of the
Opposition.

Fears that Punjab’s commu-
nal harmony would be dis-
turbed by the film were un-
founded, Fateh Jung added. “It
stayed intact during the mili-
tancy and itisintact now.”

Asked about Sikh leaders in
the BJP backing Satluj, Bittu
said: “Lalpurajiis our respected
senior leader and I will defi-
nitely take his advice. He him-
self was posted as SP in the
border zone during that period
and hence has seen everything
from close.”

He added that his “only
concern” was that his grand-
father Beant Singh, the CM of
Punjab who was assassinated
by militants, was being impli-
cated in the alleged disappear-
ances. “Till he was alive, there
was no police case against
Khalraji and he was never
questioned by police... My
grandfather was assassinated
on August 31,1995, and Khalra
was abducted on September 6,
1995, and later killed in Oc-
tober 1995. So where does his
(Beant Singh’s) role come in?”

Bittu reiterated that the fig-
ure of 25,000 disappearances
wasunfounded. “Verify the rec-
ords from the NHRC website,
and the data is not even 2,000.”

Khalra’s wite urges
Akal Takht to form
‘people’s panel’

on disappearances

Express News Service
Chandigarh, July 13

PARAMJIT KAUR Khalra, the
widow of the late human rights
activist Jaswant Singh Khalra,
on Monday appealed to the
Akal Takht to form a ‘people’s
commission’ to establish the
actual number of people who
went missing or were Killed in
alleged fake police encounters
in the 1980s to 1990s, the
period when militancy was at
its peak in Punjab.

The appeal comes a day be-
fore the supreme temporal seat
of the Sikhs will hold a special
‘ardas’ (prayers) for the victims
whose cases were brought to
light by Khalra, and seekjustice
for the affected families. The
ardas is being held at Harike
Pattan, where Khalra’s body is
believed to have been disposed
of after his abduction and kill-
ingin1995.

In a post on X in Punjabi,
Paramjit Kaur urged Punjabis,
the Sikh community, and
human rights supporters to
unite in the pursuit of truth and
accountability.

Raising the Army action at
Golden Temple in June 1984
and the anti-Sikh riots in No-
vember 1984, she said “the un-
identified bodies...thousands of
fake police encounters in the
years that followed still demand
accountability and justice”.

Luxury township plan in Goa: Villagers’
protest completes 100 days, echo in Delhi

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, July 13

A GROUP ofvillagers and activ-
istsstaged a protestin Panajion
Monday against a proposed
real estate project, alleging that
the luxury township project
threatens the village’s ecology,
water security and agricultural
heritage.

The protest marked the
completion of 100 days of a sit-
in by people of Karapur and
Sarvan villages in North Goa's
Bicholim taluka.

The villagers alleged that
the township project, One Goa,
promoted by realty developer,
the House of Abhinandan
Lodha, proposes to develop
over 53 hectares of land, and
the project's first phase in-
cludes construction of 1,388
luxury villa plots, a 5-star hotel
and an artificial beach, convert-
ing agricultural and hilltop
land into a luxury township. A
delegation of villagers pro-
tested at Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi, too.

The promoters of the pro-
ject said all approvals for the
project were in place and ac-
cused activists of trying to
“politicise the issue”.

The protesters, however, de-
manded the immediate sus-
pension of all project activities
and mega housing projects in
the villages, a comprehensive
and independent environ-
mental impact assessment be-
fore any further development,
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Residents and activists protest against the project in Panaji. Express

and the protection of agricul-
tural lands, groundwater re-
charge areas and ecologically
sensitive hill ecosystems.

Norma Alvares, environ-
mental lawyer, said, “Thelarger
issue here is the protest of the
villagers against real estate pro-
jects, which are coming up in
their village, changing its de-
mography, and bringing in...
people with different objectives
intoavillage and destroying its
harmony.”

“The main objective is that
the villagers do notwant a [real
estate] project, which will lead
to the destruction of their vil-
lage. The project will take away
their water resources... You are
going to bring in a whole lot of
people... 1,388 plots... luxury
plots. It means a whole new
township, without any environ-
ment clearance, without any

oversight of the government...
simply a project, which is ap-
proved under the now-dis-
credited section 17 (2) and 39 A
of the Town and Country Plan-
ning (TCP) Act,” Alvares al-
leged.

A group of citizens and ac-
tivists had filed a petition in the
High Court of Bombay at Goa
last year, questioning the ap-
provals granted for the devel-
opment project on 53.5 hectares
of land, with the first phase
comprising 1,388 plots for
building constructions, and
other structures such as club-
house, gym, 5-star hotel, artifi-
cial beach, etc, “without any as-
sessment of environmental
impactand environment clear-
ance”.

The petition argued that the
project involved “clear and un-
ambiguous display of conflict

of interest, colourable exercise
of power and abuse of power"
by the Town and Country Plan-
ning Department, in the appro-
vals granted under section
17(2)/39A of the TCP Act. The
matter is pending before the
High Court.

A spokesperson for the
House of Abhinandan Lodha,
in a statement, said they were
“open to dialogue”, but alleged
that there was an effort from ac-
tivists to “politicise the issue
rather than present the facts™.

“We have consistently
maintained that all the
required approvals for our pro-
jectareinplace,and we are also
open to dialogue with the vil-
lagers who are the real stake-
holders. Despite this, certain
activists have repeatedly at-
tempted to politicise the issue,
asevery possible attempt todis-
rupt the progress, legally, of our
project has failed. Since these
efforts have not succeeded,
they have now taken the matter
to Delhi, reportedly with the
backing of a political party,” the
statement said.

“Webelieve thisapproach is
unnecessary and does not
serve the interests of Goa. In-
stead of these activists pursuing
personal political ambitions,
their focus should be on the
state’s development and the
long-term benefits that bal-
anced and responsible devel-
opment can bring to Goa’s vil-
lages, local communities, and
economy,” it added.

“We respectfully request the
Jathedar Sahib that a People’s
Commission be formed to
bring forth the true count of
people who went missing in
Punjab during the 1980s and
1990s, the unidentified bodies,
and those Kkilled in fake police
encounters,” she said.

“Thosebodies, whose ident-
ities were revealed through the
martyrdom of Sardar (Jaswant
Singh) Khalra, should be given
their rightful place in the Cen-
tral Sikh Museum (in Amritsar),
as they deserve,” she said and
added that the Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Committee
should provide financial assis-
tance to the victims’ families.

In her appeal, she alleged
that successive governments
failed to deliver justice to vic-
tims’ families and had instead
protected some police officers
accused of human rights viol-
ations. She named several
former police officers and al-
leged that governments led by
different political parties had
extended patronage to them
while victims’ families con-
tinued to face legal and finan-
cial hardships.

Meanwhile, Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu said he
supportsthe demand foranin-
dependent, impartial enquiry
into the killings of innocent ci-
vilians, bus passengers, and po-
lice personnel.

Days after going
on ‘murder spree,
POCSO accused
founddeadin
Telangana village

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, July 13

A 35-YEAR-OLD man who al-
legedly Kkilled six persons, in-
cluding ateenage girl whom he
was accused of stalking in Te-
langana’s Ranga Reddy district,
was found dead in a village
about 25 km from his home.

The man, who had been
booked ina POCSO case, on Fri-
day night allegedly killed the
16-year-old girl he was accused
of stalking, her mother and
grandmother, as well as his
own wife and two sons.

After the POCSO case was
registered in May, the man had
gone into hiding and applied
for anticipatory bail, which was
granted and he was released on
personal bond in June.

Friday night’s killings took
place in a town and the man’s
native village, both of which are
just afew kilometres away from
Hyderabad. A manhunt had
been underway to locate him,
police said.

“His body was found near
his uncle’s place of residence.
There was a poison or herbicide
bottle next to the body. We have
sent the bottle for sampling and
have sent the body for postmor-
tem,” asenior police officer told
The Indian Express.

A forensic report is expected
soon, the officer said.

19 IPS officers, 12,000 policemen: Rath Yatra
in Puri and the lessons learnt from last year

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, July 13

WITH LESSONS from lastyear’s
chaos during the Rath Yatra fes-
tival in Puri, the Odisha govern-
ment has been leaving no stone
unturned toimplement an elab-
orate security and crowd-man-
agement plan for one of the
country’s largest religious
gatherings.

Nearly 12,000 police person-
nel, 19 senior IPS officers and
over 100 senior administrative
officers have been deployed as
Puri prepares to welcome lakhs
of devotees from across the
globe for the nine-day festival
starting July 16. Nearly three mil-
lion devotees from India and
abroad are expected to visit Puri
during the festival.

After the state government
came under heavy criticism fol-
lowinga stampede-like situation
outside the Gundicha Temple
that left three devotees dead,
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi directed all departments
to ensure a faultless, safe and
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Workers fix the dome and give final touches ahead of the Rath Yatra
festival near Jagannath Temple in Puri. pTi

incident-free Rath Yatra through
"proper coordination and seam-
less communication" among
inter-departmental agencies.
According to tradition, Lord
Jagannath, along with his sib-
lings Lord Balabhadra and sister
Devi Subhadra, embarks on a

nine-day annual sojourn from
the 12th-century Jagannath
Templetotheirbirthplace —the
Gundicha Temple —wherethey
stay till the "Bahuda Yatra" (re-
turning car festival), scheduled
for July 24 this year. The deities
board three huge decorated

Kolkata

chariotsbefore travelling around
3 km to the Gundicha Temple.
Millions of devotees pull the
chariots along the Bada Danda
(Grand Road) in Puri.

Officials said top priority is
being given to timely comple-
tion of ritualsin view of the delay
in pulling the chariots last year,
when Lord Jagannath’s chariot
— Nandighosh — could barely
move afew metres. The govern-
ment also said adequate plans
havebeen putin place for crowd
control and devotees' safety.

Multiple evacuation corri-
dors for the swift movement of
devotees in emergencies, eight
temporary hospitals with ad-
equate staff, installation of
nearly SO0 CCTVs, and special
measures for persons with dis-
abilities, the elderlyand women
are among the steps taken for
smooth crowd management.

Atleast1,700bio-toiletshave
been installed for devotees, with
volunteersdeployed to maintain
cleanliness and sanitation.
Other measures include at least
65 LED screens providing real-

time information, while tempor-
ary mobile towers have been set
up to improve connectivity.

Senior IPS officers have been
assigned to oversee traffic regu-
lation, cordon management,
timely conduct of rituals and
VVIP movement, while senior
administrative officers have
been deployed to oversee health-
care, sanitation and other ar-
rangements.

As a committee probed last
year's chaos and stampede-like
situation, an official said the
chief minister has directed of-
ficers in charge to maintain un-
interrupted communication
while enforcing the planned
measures and ensure no com-
munication gap arises.

Besides police personnel, in-
cluding central forces deployed
for crowd control, personnel
from the Indian Navy and Coast
Guard have alsobeenropedinto
ensure devotees' safety.

The Indian Railways has an-
nounced 300 special trains for
thisyear'sRath Yatrato facilitate
the movement of devotees.




10

THEINDIAN EXPRESS

TUESDAY, JULY 14,2026

Explaine

D ) @icExplained

#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance
that you would like explained, please write to

explained@indianexpress.com

e DEFENCE

In Mahendragiri,
proof of India’s
Srowing prowess
in shipbuilding

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, July 13

THE INDIAN Navy on Saturday inducted the indigenously
built advanced stealth frigate INS Mahendragiri into its East-
ern Fleet at a ceremony in Visakhapatnam.

The commissioning marks the induction of the sixth in-
digenous stealth frigate from the Navy’s Project 17A within

one-and-a-halfyears.

What is INS Mahendragiri?

INS Mahendragiri is built with over 75% indigenous con-
tent and has a displacement of approximately 6,670 tonnes.

Itisequipped with the BrahMos supersonic surface-to-sur-
face missiles, a combination of multifunction radar and
medium-range surface-to-air missiles that can detect and kill
aerial threats at extended ranges. The warship is named after
the Mahendragiri mountain range in the Eastern Ghats.

Since January 2025, six of the seven Project 17A frigates

INS Mahendragiri. riB

have been commissioned.
The last of them, INS Vind-
hyagiri, is also expected tobe
commissioned this year. Pro-
ject 17A frigates are versatile
multi-mission platforms that
can operate in the deep sea.

Accordingtothe Navy, the
frigates reflect a generational
leap in indigenous ship de-
sign, stealth, survivability,
and combat capability.

What has driven the
quickinductions?
From December 2024 to
date, the Navy has commis-
sioned 18 warships, showcas-
ing India’s growing prowess
in indigenous shipbuilding.

By the end 0f2026, eight more ships are expected tobe commis-

sioned, according to the Navy.

The learnings from constructing the first four P17A ships
have enabled compression of the construction timeline. Offi-
cials told The Indian Express that the progress is due to several
factors at both the planning and execution stages. Itisunder-
stood that the Navy received a considerable number of Ac-
ceptances of Necessity (AoNSs), or clearances to procure plat-
forms, from the Defence Acquisition Council.

The Navy then commenced design and construction pro-
cesseson time for several projects, including Project 17A and Pro-
ject 15 B ships (or Vishakhapatnam-class, the latest class of in-
digenous guided-missile stealth destroyers).

With multiple AoNs and timely contract sighings, construc-
tionbegan as projected, leading to timely delivery and commis-
sioning. Currently, 48 warships are under construction.

Additionally, plans are underway for constructing next-
generation destroyers. A dedicated team from the Navy isin-
volved throughout the entire process of constructing the ships.
This enhances coordination and engagement between the
Navy and the shipyard at all stages, including during the de-

sign and integration phases.

Another key factor is the continuous evolution of newer
technologies and the modular construction of ships. The use
of advanced simulation models during the design process
allows for greater accuracy and multiple rounds of refinement.
Public-private partnerships for major projects have also helped
compress delivery timelines from 90 months to 72 months.
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More births, deaths being
recorded: Benefits, gaps

- ¥

EXPERTEXPLAINS

MORADHVAJ DHAKAD

SCIENTIST, MARIE CURIE RESEARCH FELLOW
AT MAX PLANCKINSTITUTE FOR
DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH, GERMANY

INDIA OFFICIALLY recorded more than
99% of its estimated births and deaths in
2024, accordingto the latest official datare-
leased earlier this month. This marks a sig-
nificant increase in coverage in around a
decade.

Data on births, deaths and stillbirths are
recorded under a continuous and compul-
sory mechanism known as the Civil Regis-
tration System (CRS). It serves as a founda-
tional source of India’s population data —
how many people are being born, how many
are dying, where these events are occurring,
and so on — for the accurate estimation of
mortality, fertility and sex ratio at birth.

India nearing universal registration sig-
nals movement towards building a system
in which every birth and death can be
counted, certified, and ultimately used to
inform public policy.

What has the path to universal
registration been like?

The CRS has been legally operational
since 1970, though the coverage and com-
pleteness of reporting were historically
poor. The system operates under the Reg-
istration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969,
which was amended in 2023. Births and
deaths are ordinarily required to be re-
ported within 21 days. In hospitals, the
medical officer in charge or an authorised
official is responsible for reporting such
events. For events at home, responsibility
generally lies with the head of the house-
hold or another prescribed informant.

Until 2000, India registered only 56% of
birthsand 48% of deaths. By 2014, this figure
rose to around 86.6% and 72.5%, respectively.

Registration coverage also varied con-
siderably, both by rural-urban location and
across states.

Thelatest CRS report, from the Office of
the Registrar General and Census Commis-
sioner of India under the Home Ministry,
shows coverage approaching 100%. In
2024, birth registration reached 99.1% and
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 LEVEL OF REGISTRATION
OF BIRTHS, 2024
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STATES SUCH as Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh, Arabian
Himachal Pradesh, and Goa achieved Sea
universal birth registration coverage by the
early 2000s.
BUT DEATH registration coverage lagged.
Only Goa, Mizoram, and Kerala achieved "
universal coverage by that period. eI
TODAY, MOST states have very high rates of La kshad.weep
registration of births.
death registration reached 99.4%. Death
registration has historically lagged behind
birth registration, but it has since caught
up rapidly. This marks a major shift for a
country that historically had incomplete
civil registration and relied heavily on sur-
veys to estimate fertility and mortality.
The improvement is also visible across
states. In 2024, 18 states and Union Terri- .
tories achieved 100% birth registration, ngher
while 21 statesand UTsachieved 100% death registration
registration.
Therapid risein
Why does the data matter? registration for
A complete CRS is one of the mostim-  bjrths and deaths
portantsourcesof vital statistics. Itisacru- ¢ likely due toa
cial input for administrative use, assessing combination of
the impact of health and social policies, and
understanding trends in fertility, mortality, factors.
and population change. ®
Timely registration of births and deaths .
can provide real-time information on . Incre.asmg
demographic changes and population incentives for
health. For example, duringa health crisis ~ documentation
like the Covid-19 pandemic, timely repor-  to avail welfare
ting of deaths was crucial for identifying and other
high-risk areas and controllingthespread  panefits may be
of the disease. CRS is also important for thel
understanding seasonal mortality changes, among cRey
driven by high temperatures and pollution. drivers.
Because of the CRS’s historically poor  m—

coverage, India has traditionally depended
heavily on the Census, the Sample Regis-
tration System (SRS), and household sur-
veys for estimates. But the Census is con-
ducted only once every 10 years, and
sample surveys do not provide reliable an-
nual estimates at the district level.

A complete CRS can supportlocal plan-
ning under decentralised governance,
since district and sub-district level data are
far more useful for programme design than
national or state-level estimates alone. Reg-
istrations also enable individuals to prove
their identity from a legal standpoint.

What explains the shiftin data?

The rapid rise in registration is likely
due to a combination of factors.

For births, the increase in institutional
deliveries in hospitals or health facilities,
incentivised by post-delivery benefits, isan
important driver — making the event more
likely to be reported and registered. Birth
certificates are also now necessary for
school admission, identity documents,
welfare benefits and other official pur-
poses, strongly incentivising registration.

Similarly, death registration may have
increased because more people are access-
ing formal healthcare, including through
expanded health insurance and public

Improved counting of births and
deaths could transform demographic
and public-health planning, but the
system and data still raise questions

health schemes. The expansion of
schemes, particularly the PM-JAY, has in-
creased coverage among poorer and vul-
nerable households. Families also require
death certificates for pensions, insurance,
inheritance, property transfer, bank ac-
counts and other administrative processes.

Digitisation may have also played arole.
The Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Act, 2023, marked animpor-
tant step by the Government of India to-
wards making civil registration more com-
plete, timely, and accessible.

By making the birth certificate an essen-
tial document for education and enrol-
ment for Aadhaar and voter ID, the amend-
ment gives families a strong incentive to
register every birth. However, much will
depend on effective implementation, digi-
tal access, and consistent monitoring,.

The state-level variations can be traced
to differences in socioeconomic develop-
ment, public awareness, institutional de-
livery, health-system access and adminis-
trative capacity. States are responsible for
the registration machinery.

What gaps remain?

First, regional disparities remain a
major concern.

Second, timely registration is a chal-
lenge. Many births and deaths are not reg-
istered within the prescribed 21-day period.

The mostimportant gap concernsinfant
death registration. The report shows that
84.2% of registered infant deaths occurred
inurban areas, compared with only 15.8%in
rural areas. Since alarge share of population
still livesin rural areas, where early-age mor-
tality is higher, this pattern may indicate
under-registration of infant deaths.

Then thereis the quality of information.
Registeringadeath is not the same asrecord-
ing a medically certified cause of death.
Many deaths may still lack reliable medical
certification, limiting the usefulness of CRS
for disease and mortality analysis.

Finally, the completeness of death reg-
istration is itself estimated using SRS fig-
ures. However, previous studies have
shown that the SRS undercounts both
births and deaths, which may lead to an
overestimation of CRS coverage.

Building on the progress thus far, the
next stage of improvement must focus not
only on coverage but also its quality — in-
cluding timely registration, accurate rec-
ords, and responsible use of digital data.

India could further consider a system
for recording internal migration, which
would strengthen administrative planning.

With 4 new benches, how SC plans to clear oldest pending cases

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, July 13

TO TACKLE the mounting backlog of cases
inthe Supreme Court, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant has, in a significant move, cre-
ated four specific benches exclusively to
hear the oldest pending civil and criminal
matters. This marks a structured attempt
to ensure the conclusion of decades-old
disputes pending before the apex court.

The new roster

Two division benches, headed by Jus-
tices PK Mishraand SV N Bhatti and com-
prising two judges each, will focus solely on
the oldest civil cases. Two other division
benches, led by Justices Manoj Misra and
Ujjal Bhuyan, will be dedicated solely tothe
oldest criminal matters.

These special benches will operate on
“non-miscellaneous days”, namely Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. In the
Supreme Court’s parlance, Mondays and
Fridays are “miscellaneous days” reserved
for fresh filings and preliminary hearings.
The middle of the week is meant for “regu-

lar matters” that require detailed, lengthy
arguments. By freeing these four benches
from the regular burden of miscellaneous
hearings, the court will be able to give unin-
terrupted judicial attention to its longest
pending cases.

Scale ofthe backlog

Data from the National Judicial Data
Grid reveals that the Supreme Court cur-
rently has 96,045 pending cases. Civil
matters make up most of this burden,
standing at 74,244 cases, while criminal
matters account for the remaining 21,801.

Within this backlog, there are 24 civil
cases and two criminal cases that have been
pending before the court for over 30 years.
The oldest civil case has been pending
since 1986, while the oldest criminal case
was registered in 1991.

Pendency paradox

This growing backlog presents a pro-
ductivity paradox. Over the last five years,
the Supreme Court has actually increased
its rate of clearing cases, picking up
markedly from the pandemic years —

Waiting for
decades

® About 525 pend-
ing civil casesand
seven criminal cases
were registered
between 1996 and
2005.

® The bulk of the
older backlog liesin
the 10-to 20-year
bracket, at 7,993 civil
casesand 1,585
criminal cases.

when courts operated at reduced function-
ing — to record its best-ever disposal fig-
ures. However, the overall pendency figure
has continued torise.

Thisis primarily because the rate of new
case intake is outpacingthe rate of disposal.
With the court becoming more accessible
to citizens nationwide through e-filingand
virtual hearings, case intake has risen ex-
ponentially. In 2025 alone, the total
number of cases filed reached an un-
precedented 75,402.

Shiftin strategy

Different Chief Justices have deployed
varying strategies to unclog the docket over
the last fewyears. Former CJIU U Lalit, dur-
ing his short tenure in 2022, introduced a
rigorous listing mechanism that carved out
distinct time slots for fresh matters and
long-pending regular hearings to ensure
that old cases did not get buried under new
filings.

Under his successor CJID Y Chandra-
chud the court launched the SC-JUDI-
CARE project to automate the classification
of pending cases and group matters with

similar legal issues so they could be heard
together. He also constituted special
benches for specific categories, such as
death penalty references, and organised a
Special Lok Adalat week to clear cases.

Following him, former CJI Sanjiv
Khanna shifted the focus toward “admis-
sion matters” — fresh cases that often clog
the system before they are even admitted
for detailed arguments. For this, he tem-
porarily halted the listing of older regular
matters on Wednesdays and Thursdays. He
also tasked the court’s Centre for Research
and Planning with identifying short, in-
fructuous and old matters, successfully
weeding out thousands of such cases.

However, during the subsequent tenure
of former CJI B R Gavai, a massive surge in
new filings pushed the total pendency past
the 90,000 mark, despite the bench func-
tioning at high capacity.

Upon taking office towards the end of
November 2025, CJI Kant had said that re-
ducing pendency and formulating a uni-
fied national policy for disposing of pend-
ing matters would be among his top
priorities.

® HISTORY

Satluj row: What legal records reveal about Jaswant Singh Khalra’s life & death

Divya Goyal

Thetelegram stated that Khalra, whowas

What became the basis for a CBI inves-

Ludhiana, July 13

ABOUT A week after Satluj, the biopic on
Punjab human rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra, was pulled off the OTT plat-
form ZEES in India, it has also been taken
down internationally.

Khalra had been documenting disap-
pearances and alleged mass cremations in
Punjab duringthe militancy years. He was
killed in 1995. Records of his case in the Cen-
tral Board of Investigation (CBI) and the Su-
preme Court reveal the long fight his wife
waged to throw light on his life’s work and
his death.

HowKhalra’s casereached Supreme
Court: Soon after Khalra was picked up
from his house in Amritsar on September
6, 1995, Gurcharan Singh Tohra, the then
president of Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee and a senior leader of
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), sent a tele-
gram to Justice Kuldip Singh.

then the general secretary, Human Rights
Wing, of SAD, was “kidnapped by the police.”
Treating the telegram as a habeas corpus
petition, the Supreme Courtissued notice to
the Punjab home secretary, the director gen-
eral of police (DGP), and SSP Amritsar.

Meanwhile, Khalra’s wife Paramjit Kaur
Khalra also filed a habeas corpus plea. Ac-
cording to the petition, Paramyjit stated that
her husband had been investigating “un-
claimed dead bodies” and police excesses,
and used toencourage families of victims to
file writs in courts. She stated she “strongly
believes that her husband was picked up at
the instance of Ajit Singh Sandhu”, then SSP
Tarn Taran, who had “several such allega-
tions pending against him.”

The Amritsar Police said “Khalra was
neither arrested nor wanted by us in any
criminal case.” SSP Sandhu claimed in the
courton September 23,1995 that he “never
threatened Khalra”. The SSP claimed he
was on leave from September 5 to 11 for his
daughter’s wedding in Chandigarh.

Jaswant Singh Khalra. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Khalra’s press note on mass illegal
cremations: Thus, Paramjit Kaur Khalra
sought a probe not only into her husband’s
disappearance, but also placed before the
court Khalra’s investigation of the alleged
fake encounters and illegal cremations by
the Punjab Police.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

tigation was a press note issued by Khalra
and his associate, Jaspal Singh Dhillon, on
January 16, 1995.

Placed before the SC, the press note re-
vealed: “It was learnt that police regularly
brings bodies to municipality cremation
grounds for cremation, declaring them as
unclaimed... The only record available is
through firewood receipts which were is-
sued to dispose these bodies.”

Landmark SC order: Clubbing
Tohra's telegram and Paramjit's petition,
the SC Bench of Justice Kuldip Singh and
Justice S Saghir Ahmad, in a landmark
order on November 15,1995, appointed the
CBItoinvestigate both Khalra's disappear-
ance and the alleged extra-judicial killings
in Punjab.

Excerpts from the order state: “Court
cannot close its eyes to the contents of the
press note...even if partially true it would
be a gory tale of human rights violations.”

CBI files report: On July 22,1996, the
Supreme Court acknowledged the CBI's 74-

page findings, which said that “prima facie,
it has been found that a total of 984 bodies
were cremated as lavaris by the police in
Tarn Taran police district.” The CBIsaid in
the court the probe was still ongoing.

‘Worst crime against humanity’:
Meanwhile, the CBI on July 30, 1996, in-
formed the apex court that it had decided
to prosecute nine policemen, Ajit Singh
Sandhu, SSP Tarn Taran; Ashok Kumar,
DSP, Bhikhiwind; Jaspal Singh, DSP, Tarn
Taran; Sub-inspector/SHO Satnam Singh
(Jhabal police station); S-I Surinderpal
Singh (Sirhali police station); SI Jasbir
Singh (Manochacha police station); SI
Rachpal Singh (Kang PS); ASI Amarjit
Singh’ and head constable Pirthipal Singh
for Khalra’s abduction.

However, Khalra’s whereabouts re-
mained unknown even a year after he was
picked up.

Inanotherlandmark order on August?,
1996, the Supreme Court said that Paramijit
Kaur Khalra was undergoing the “worst
crime against humanity.”

Kolkata

“... Kidnapping of a person whose
family is totally in dark about his where-
about — even about the fact where he is
dead or alive — is the worst crime against
humanity,” said the court, while directing
the Punjab government to pay interim re-
lief of Rs 10 lakh to the family.

Khalra’s murder confirmed only
after 3 years: On March 2, 1998, Kuldip
Singh Bachra, then special police officer at-
tached with SHO Satnam Singh, told the
CBI that Khalra was “murdered secretly
and his body thrown into the canal near
Harike (the river Sutlej) at midnight just
after Diwali” in 1995. His body was never
recovered. Bachra also said Khalra had
been tortured in custody.

He also said he could not reveal these
details earlier out of fear of then SSP Ajit
Singh Sandhu, who allegedly died by sui-
cide during the trial in 1997. Later, the CBI
confirmed the date of Khalra's murder as
October 27,1995.
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INVITATION FOR TENDER: MRVC-W-404

[Single Stage single Envelope e-Procurement Tender Process)

Mumbai Raiway Vikas Corporation Lid. (MBEVC) havingils corporale office ai Second
Flogr, Churchgate Station Building, Mumbai—400020, invites =-Tenders for
‘Modlcation af 2 nos. of TSS st VGI L& KJIT and 1 no. 5P at BYVS and 1 no. S5F at
SHELU & associated work for 3rd & 4th line between Badlapur-Karjal Sectlion
of Central Raitway at Mumbai under MUTP-IHIB™ Delails of Tender and Tender
documents are availahle on  e-procurement website "hitps:leprocure.gov.in™, Tha
tast date for complated e-Tender submission at website “hitps:leprocure.gov.in’
5 12.08,2026 up to 15:00 hours, Corrigendum, if any, will be posted on the
withsite only

-, Andhra Pradesh BharatNet Infrastructure

L & ] .. i APBIL
= o Limited

Proposals are invited from interested agencies for Request for Proposal
for Selection of Independent Engineer for Amended BharatNet Program
and APSFL Phase-I network in the state of Andhra Pradesh. Details of the
RfP and corrigenda may be downloaded from AP e-procurement platform
tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

R,0.No: 5247PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22
Dt: 13/07/2026

Sd/- Chief Executive Officer, APBIL

Greater Kolkata Region
Bank of Baroda | 3rd Floor, Baroda Tower, GN 38/2, Sector V, Salt Lake, Kolkata- 700 091
PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE BASIS FOR ALTERNATE PREMISES OF BOB E-Lobby

Bank of Baroda invites proposals/offers in two bid systems from the Owners/Power of
Attorney Holders/Builders/Developers of premises having clear and marketable titles over
the offered/proposed premises on Ground Floor for alternate premises of E-Lobby at
under mentioned location with all the facilities including adequate power supply.

Centre | Location | CarpetArea (inSq.ft)
Belghoria Near BOB Belghoria Branch Approx 200 Sq.ft.

Sealed offers are to be submitted in two bid system viz., Envelop No. (1) Marked
"Technical Bid” TB- Envelop should contain full technical details viz. Location of
premises with detailed address, plan drawing to scale with completion/ occupation
certificate, carpet area of each portion to be acquired, specification of internal finishes,
amenities, and space for V-SAT facility/ MPLS, distance from Bus stand. No indication
as to price aspect to be given in Technical Bid (For details please log in to tender section
of our website www.bankofbaroda.com) Envelop No. (2) Marked "Financial Bid”(FB)
- Envelop should contain strictly financial details like rate per sq.ft./mtr on carpet area,
details of municipal Tax and lease expenses. Carpet area (as per IS code 3861-2002)
shall exclude staircase, corridor and passage, porch, shaft and machine rooms for lifts,
air conditioning ducts, lofts, build-in-wardrobe and shelf, intermediate pillars / columns,
partition and wall and other obstruction, verandas, balcony, bathroom and lavatories
etc.(For details please log in to tender section of our website www.bankofbaroda.com
and also download TB and FB). Offer should be valid for minimum period of 120 days
from the date of submission of offer. No brokerage shall be paid. Both the sealed covers
marked as TB and FB super scribing advertisement reference and applicants’ name
and address be put in one sealed cover and deliver to The Regional Manager,
Greater Kolkata Regional Office, 38/2 Sector V SaltLake City Kolkata 700091
within-23-days from the date of publication of this advertisement. Any decision taken
by bank at any point of time in connection with this process shall be final and
conclusive and no claim or dispute from any quarter in that regard shall be

entertained.
Date:14.07.2026

Place: Kolkata

Regional Head
Greater Kolkata Region

ANDHRA PRADESH PWER CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE
VIDYUT SOUDHA: VIJAYAWADA - A.P

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Notification No.01 of 2026-27 Dated 13-07-2026
EOl is invited by APPCC on behalf of APDISCOMs for installation of Co-located Battery
Energy Storage Systems (BESS) at their RE project sites in Andhra Pradesh. Detailed EQI
can be accessed from the websites of three APDISCOMs & AP Transco viz. APCPDCL,
APSPDCL, APEPDCL & AP Transco. Interested developers need to submit their Eol
within fifteen (15) days of this notification to the following address by post & through E.mail.
Sd/- Chief General Manager/PP & Legal
APPCC: Vidyuth Soudha - Vijayawada-A.P,
Email: cgm-pp.vja@aptransco.gov.in

R.0.No.GMCC/APTRANSCO/94/26-27

/W

TATA

TATA POWER
THE TATA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
Corporata [dentity No. (CIN): LZBS20MH1919PLCOD0SET
Registered Office: Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Sireet, Mumbal 400 001
Tel: 91 22 G665 8232, Email: {atepowentatapower.com: Website: www Ialapowes.com

NOTICE OF RECORD DATE

NOTICE is hereby given pursuank fo Section 31 of the Companies Acl, 2013 that the
following Record Date(s) have been fixed for the purpose of payment of annualhalf-yearky
inferest to: the holders: of Unsecured, Redeemable, Taxable, Lisled, Rated
MNon-Convertible Debentures:

I5INs Rate of Intarast Record date Date of Payment
INEZXRR 08022 095 August 11, 2026 August 27, 2028
INE245A08273 TTIE% captember 17, 2026 | September 28, 2026

For The Tata Power Company Limited

Sd-

Vispi 5. Patel

Place: Mumbai Company Secratary
Dated: July 13, 2026 FCS 7021

COFFEE BOARD

Office of the Joint Director (Extension), NER, Coffee Board

Guwabhati, Binand Apartment, Rajat Kamal Path
R. G. Baruah Road, Guwahati - 781 024

NOTIFICATION
Sale of raw coffee through Tender-cum-Open Auction

Dried Raw Cherry and Parchment coffee both Robusta and Arabica from

various TECs and RCRS of Coffee Board in NE Region is proposed to be disposed

through sealed tender-cum-open auction. The last date for issue of tender

forms is on 17-07-2026 up to 5.00 PM. The last date of submission of sealed

tenders is on or before 20-07-2026 by 1.00 PM. Open auction will be held

on 20-07-2026 at 3.00 PM followed by opening of sealed tenders at the O/o

Joint Director (Extn), Coffee Board Regional Office, Binand Apartments, Rajat

Kamal Path, RGB Road, Guwahati - 781024. The respective bidders may see

the samples of raw coffee in the respective TECs and RCRS, Diphu if desired of

the raw coffee in as and where is condition. For more details, please contact
0O/o the JDE, NER, Guwahati and other sub-offices of North Eastern Region.

Sd/- Joint Director (Extension), NER, Coffee Board, Guwahati

Email id: jdeghty@gmail.com, ddesil.1@gmail.com,

ddejorhat@gmail.com, rersdiphu@gmail.com

Phone No.: 9435713818, 9402137449, 9008163549, 9435555965

[0 JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

L5528 Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302
No.: JDA/EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-l/2026-27/D- Date : 10.07.2026

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No. : EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-1/15/2026-27
Bids are invited from interested bidders for following works :-

S Costol | rn ot
H. UBN No. Work Work Last Date
0. (Lacs) or
1 | JDA2627WSOB00197 | 31093 | Road | 28.07.2026
Canstruction
f
2 | UDA62TWS0BO020O | 27077 | wprige | 29072026
3 | JDA2627WLOB00202 | 68753 | Road | 01.08.2026
Construction
and
4| JDA2627WLOBOO204 | 536.54 | pnroy, | 30,07.2026
Entrance
Gateways

Other particulars of the respective bid may be visited on
Procurement Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,

www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in
Executive Engineer &
TA to Dir. Engg-l

Raj.Samwad/C/26/6818

ENGINEER P.W.D. CIRCLE DAUSA

ShHTh:— WAT/2026-27/S1-1575-84 feqiem : 2/7,26

Notice Inviting Bid
06/2026-27

Bids for Nit No 06/2026-27, Nos 10 Missing Link Road Work are invited from
interested bidders upto Date 28.07.2026 Time 06.00 P.M. Other particulars of the
bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state. and-departmental website. The approximate value
of the procurement is Rs 2392.34 Lacs

NIB CODE:- PWD2627A1509
UBN.NO:- PWD2627WS0OB06443, PWD2627WS0OB06444, PWD2627WSOB06445,
PWD2627WSOB06446, PWD2627WSOB06447
NIB CODE:- PWD2627A1507
UBN.NO:- PWD2627WSOB06431, PWD2627WSOB06432, PWD2627WSOB06433,
PWD2627WSOB06435,
NIB CODE:- PWD2627A1511 =~
UBN.NO:- PWD2627WSOB06450
Jrefteror STRvET
DIPR/C/12198/2026 rfafa 9q 2T

M.P. Mo, 2/ 2026 in Spl.5SC Ne. 241/ 805
The Inzpector of Police, Dharaparam All Women
Police Station, Tirappur Bistrict, O, Mo, 152024
.. Petitioner/Complainant
v/

Ta, AL Alangir, West Bengal, Now at Green Leap,
Kaoko Company, Moolanur .. Acrused
WHEREAS, compdaint has been made before me
that A1, Alangir C /o, Abbas Baidya, West Bengal
Mow at Green Leap, Koko Company, Mookanur 25
suspected to have committed the olfences
gr.m-sllaule ursder seckion 511, S{ e fwk, Triw
of POCEO Act, 2012 and sec 351(2) of BNS. after
returming of mon bailable warrant of amest and as
the said A1, Alangir Cfo.Abbas Baldya, cannot be
fownd, and whereas, it has been shown to the
satisfaction of this court that the said A1, Alangir
Cfo.fibbas Baidya, has absconded, to avoid the
service of the said warrant, Thereafter,
Proclamation was issued 16 appear and answer the
sail complaint on or before the 30th day of April
2026 which wus alse duly prodiaimed by the pelice.
I spite of the sald proclamation, he did nod fum up
Consequently, this Court, after making an inquiry,
proncunced him a "PROCLATMED OFFENDER" and

miade 3 decharation iothal effect,

Dated this 30th day of juns 226,
Sessions [wdge, Magalir Meethimandram,
[Fast Track Mahila Court}, Tiruppur

¥ 3 TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

(& Government of Andhea Pradesh Undertaking & An 150 27001-2022 Certified Campany)

TENDER NOTICE

Tha AFTRANSCO invites on-line bids for Spec No.PMM23-e-52/2026 for "supply of 45
Nos SOMVA 132/33kV PTRs in 3 Lots {ie, Lot-1; $5Nos,, Lot-2- 15 Nos. and Lot-3:
15 Mas.} for utilization in Avgmentation & Constructon works al vasious substations of
APTRANSCD. Dale and time of avadabibty of lender 14,07.2026 by 17:00 Hrs
Further details can be seen mwebsite|s ) www. apeprocurement.gov.in

For further details Contact No: 9491030732, Sd/-

R.O.No.: GMCC/APTRANSCO/S2E-27 Chief Engineer/Transmission

AJMER VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

@ Corporate Identification Number (CIN) - U40109RJ20005GC016482 (Regd. Office: Vidyut Bhawan,

Panchsheel Nagar, Makarwali Road, Ajmer-305004) Office of The Superintending Engineer (MM)
Vidyut Bhawan, Panchsheel Nagar, Makarwali Road, Ajmer-305004)

SHORT TERM “E” TENDRING INVITING TENDER NOTICE

“E"- TENDERING ARE INVITED FOR FABRICATED STEEL ITEMS 33 KV LATTIS
STRUCT 42' TN-2138, FABRICATED STEEL ITEMS 33 KV LATTIS STRUCT 36' TN-2139,
PIN INSULATOR 11 KV Polymer Type TN-2140, G.I. STAY SET 8'X3/4" (20X2400) TN-
2141, PCC Poles 9 Meter long 200 Kg TN-2142, Transformer oil TN-2143, LT
Distribution box 100 A TN-2144, DISC INSULATOR T&C Type 45 KN TN-2145, 33/11 KV
POWER T/F 8.0 MVA TN-2146, PIN INSULATOR 11 KV Porcelain Type TN-2147, G.I.
STAY SET 6'X5/8" (16X1800) TN-2148, SINGLE PHASE DIS. TRASFORMER 10 KVA TN-
2149, 33 KV XLPE CABLES 300 SQ MM TN-2150, EMD and date of uploading /opening
of tender and G.C.C. etc will be available at web site www.avvnl.com &
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN : AVV2627GLOB00133
Raj.Samwad/C/26/6741

Superintending Engineer (MM)
AVVNL, Ajmer

UTTARAKHAND CIVIL AVIATION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

SAHASTRADHARA HELIDROME, DEHRADUN, PO- KULHAN, Pin Code-248013

Mo. 4758 fUCADA 2026 ADVERTISEMENT Date: 13 /07/2026

Applications are invited from Indian nationals with full particulars
for the following Posts on Contract Basis in Uttarakhand Civil Aviation
Development Authority, (UCADA) Government of Uttarakhand:-

5.No. Post Name Vacancy Remarks
Aircraft Maintenance
01 Engineer. 01 On Contract Basis
(Rotary wing) for EC-135

Application should reach UCADA, through E-miail ucadadoon{@gmail. com
till Juhy, 2026.
The relevant details are available on our website www,ucada.in

Chief Executive Officer
UCADA

OSBI

F & O& Departrent, GITC, Sector 11, CBD Belapur, Mavi Mumbal - 400614
PROPOSED COMPOSITE INTERIOR RENOVATION WORK ALONG

WITH EMPANELMENT OF CONTRACTORS (Up to Rs. 500 Lakhs)

581 invites e-Tenders from reputed and experienced contractors for
Composite Interior Renovation ofits 5th Floor A & B wing at SBIGITC, CBD
Belapur, Mavi Mumbai along with Empanelment of Contractors for
exgcution of composite Interiar Works for GITC CBD Belapur,

For details and downloading the Tender Document, please visit
"Procurement Mews' at Bank's website https:/shi.bank.in
{https:/sbi.bank.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/procurement-news) and
https: fawwitenderwizard.com/SBIETEMDER. Last date for submission: on
or before 02,30 p.m. on 04.08.2026. Any related addendurnidcorrigandurm
shall be posted onthe same website as mentioned above.

Place: Mavi Mumbal Deputy General Manager
Date: 14.07.2026 (F & OA)

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

E (& Governmant of India Undertaking)
,:,_:_, OPEN E-TENDER (SINGLE PACKET SYSTEM) INVITATION NOTICE

Name of Work: Supply and application of High Volage Insulation Compound
on bottom surface of FOBs! ROBs/ Overline structures etc. between Roha o
Thokur section on Konkan Railway route im the state of Maharashira, Goa and
Karnatzka, Tender Motice No: KRICO/EL/NINSULATIONIT2/26, Dtd;
14.07.2026. Completion Perlod: 12 (Twelve) Months. Estimated Cost
Rs.1,22,70,949/)- Excluding G3T. EMD: Rs. 245 400/- Last Date & time for
Online Submission of Tender: 04,08 2026 up lo 1500 Hrs, Opening of
Tender: On 040820286 up 1o 1530 Hrs. Amendments [ Cormgendum if any,
would be uploaded on IREPS website only. Submission of Tender Documents
Through IRERS, Manual Tendear Documenis shali not be accapted,

CHANGE OF NAME
I. Rehana Khatun Do Ramjan Alj |
residing at Vill-Palladaha, Pump House, |
P.O. Kanchrapara, Dist. North 24 |
Parganas, W.B., PIN-T43145 shall |
henceforth be known as Rehana Mondal |
Dio Late Famjan Ali Mondal as |
declared before the: First Class Judicial |
Magistrate, |st Court, Barrackpore, Dhst. |
North 24 Parganas, W.B. vide Affidavid |
No, I0AC260728 dated 09.07.2026. |
Rehana Khatun and Rehana i"-*lumlnti
bath are spme and identicel persan,

5. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Tender Motice No. : E<-CREW-
FRENDLY-2026-27 Dt. 09.07.2026. For
and an bahalf of the Presidant of India,
Dv. Chief Electrical Engineer (ERS-
POHWKharagpur Warkshop, S.E
Rafway invites e-tender for the following
work - before 15.00 hrs. on the date
mentioned againzst item and will be
opened at 15.30 hrs. Name of the
work: Provision of crew friendly cabs
with air candilloning in alaclric
Lacamotivaes, Approx. Cost of work:
DV=Rs. 48,79,83298 @18% GST
Eamest Money ; Rs. 839.600/-, Qty-12
manths, Date & Time of closing
e-tender ; 31.07.2026, upto 15.00 hes.
Website particulars : www.lreps.
gov.in Interested Tenderers may visit
wabsile www.ireps.gov.in for full
delailsidescription/specification of the
tandars and submil their Bids anling. In
no case manual fenders for this work
will be accepied (PR-468)

) NOTICE
Notified that my client Delta Realtech,
authorised signatory Mr. Bikash Agarwal s/o.
Late Rajendra Kumar Agarwal, by Deed of
Conveyances Being nos. 6763/26, 6762/26,
3633/26, 3631/26, 3632/26 & 6764/26 before
A.D.S.R. Sonarpur, applied for mutation of
schedule land before B.L.&L.R.O, Sonarpur,
South 24 Parganas, in LR Dag 77, LR
Khatian nos. 1238, 1239, R.S. Khatian 380,
Mouza - Dingelpota, JL 69 & in LR Dag nos.
2975 in Mouza Bonhooghly, J.L. 65, under
L.R. Khatian Nos. 10118 &10387 R.S.
Khatian -4 Bonhoo%hly Gram Panchayet,
purchasinﬁ from Subhash Chandra Naskar
and Prabhas Chandra Naskar by General
Power of Attorney of 2027/26 of Mr. Bikash
Agarwal s/o. Late Rajendra Kumar Agarwal.
Sunny Shaw Advocate Alipore Judges Court

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

Kazi by faith Muslim of Vill: Ber, PO:
South Jagdishpur, PS:Dolahat, South 24
Parganas, West Bengal-743311, had
purchased a land/property scheduled
below from Power of Attorney holder
Samsun necha Bibi W/O Abdul Rouf
Kazi, Vill: Ber, PO: South Jagdishpur, PS:
Dolahat, South 24 Parganas, West
Bengal-743399, Book No 1, Volume
1604-2021, Pages from 122214-
122234, Being No 160402020 for the
year 2021, dated 16.04.2021, D.S.R IV,
24 Pgs(S) vide Deed No: 8878/22, 9016/
22,2138/10, 2296/22,9021/22, 9018/22,
8884/22, 8882/22, 8881/22, 8880/22,
8879/22, 8876/22, 8875/22, 2455/22,
2300/22, 2299/22, 9020/22, 9015/22,
9014/22, 8877/22, 8874/22. If anybody
has any objection on mutation of said
property/ land, please inform office of the
BL& LRO, Block Maheshtala (TM) in
writing or over e mail bllroatm@
gmail.com within one month from the
date of this advertisement. Land
schedule at Mouza Paharpur, JL No - 06,
RS Khatian - 212 LR Khatian-57 & 78,
RS/LR Dag No-9 under PS-Metiabru;.

FORM NO. 14
[See Regulation 33(2)]
By Regd. A/D, Dasti failing which by Publication
OFFICE OF THE
RECOVERY OFFICER - I/lI
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL
KOLKATA (DRT 2)
7th Floor, Jeevan Sudha Building,
42-C, Jawahar Lal Nehru Road,
Kolkata-700071
DEMAND NOTICE
Notice under sections 25 to 28 of the
Recovery of Debts & Bankruptcy Act,
1993 and rule 2 of second schedule to
the Income Tax Act, 1961
TRC/346/2026 16.06.2026
CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA
Versus
SELECT SHOE HOUSE AND ORS.
To
(CD 1) Select Shoe House And Ors.,
Office at- Sodepur Road, P.O.
Madhyamgram, Kolkata, North Twenty
FourParganas, WestBengal - 700130
(CD 2) Milon Kummar Mukherjee, S/o
Late Gurudas Mukherjee, residing at-
140A, LIC Township, P.O. Madhyamgram,
WestBengal, Kolkata - 700128
(CD 3) Mrs. Kaberi Mukherjee, W/o Sri
Milon Kummar Mukherjee, residing at-
140A, LIC Township, P.O. Madhyamgram,
WestBengal, Kolkata - 700128
This is to notify that as per the Recovery
Certificate issued in pursuance of orders
passed by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL KOLKATA
(DRT 3) in an amount of
Rs. 26,14,779.00 (Rupees Twenty Six
Lakh Fourteen Thousand Seven
Hundred Seventy Nine Only) along with
pendentellite and future interest @ 15%
Simple Interest Yearly w.e.f. 01.12.2008
ill realization and costs of Rs. 29,000/-
(Rupees Twenty Nine Thousand Only)
has become due against you (Jointly and
severally/ Fully/ Limited).
2. You are hereby directed to pay the
above sum within 15 days of the receipts
of the notice, failing which the recovery
shall be made in accordance with the
Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and
Financial Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules
there under.
3. You are hereby ordered to declare on
an affidavit the particulars of yours assets
on or before the next date of hearing.
4. You are hereby ordered to appear
before the undersigned on 15.07.2026 at
10:30 a.m. for further proceedings.
5. Inaddition to the sum aforesaid, you will
alsobe liable to pay:
(a) Such interests as is payable for the
period commencing immediately after this
notice of the certificate/ execution
proceedings.
(b) All costs, charges and expenses
incurred in respect of the service of this
notice and warrants and other processes
and all other proceedings taken for
recovering the amount due.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal, on this date: 16.06.2026.

sd/-
Recovery Officer
Debts Recovery Tribunal-II

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
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Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Head Head Constable Constable Constable
Constable Kar?:é;ffam S. Ramesh Rajashekhran
Rasbihari 12 BN 12 BN 12 BN
Tiwari 8-6-1952 To 6-1-1961 To 17-10-1973 To
12 BN 14-7-1998 14-7-1998 14-7-1998

A

&

=

e ‘ .
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable Constable Constable

L AE. » Maninder
Prahlad Saini Mohandasan C. D. Vijayan Singh
12 BN 12 BN 12 BN 12 BN
30-12-1973 To 3-5-1975 To 26-6-1962 To 7-5-1966 To
14-7-1998 14-7-1998 14-7-1998 14-7-1998

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to eight bravehearts of
12 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while bravely combating
insurgents during an ambush in Manipur on 14 July 1998. CRPF
salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in
vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Head Constable Constable/Driver
Bishamber Singh | Rudra Singh
11 Bn

11 Bn

K Uit Tl

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Head Constable
Bishamber Singh and Constable/Driver Rudra Singh of 11 Bn, who
made the supreme sacrifice while bravely combating insurgents in
Nagaland on 14 July 1971. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges
never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Netra Bahadur of

Constable o
75 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
Netra Bahadur |5 14 July 1991 after sustaining
75 Bn grievous injuries while bravely
31-12-1964 To |combating terrorists during a patrol in
14-7-1991 |Tarn Taran, Punjab on 13 July 1991.
CRPF salutes the braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn.

Veer Balidani
Constable |tribute to Constable Manoj Kumar of 98
Manoj Kumar |Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
98 Bn after being grievously injured in a
1-12-1969 To |grenade attack by militants in Srinagar,
14-7-1992 |Jammu & Kashmir on 14 July 1992.
CRPF salutes the braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani |DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn
Constable |tribute to Constable Satyawan of 74 Bn,
Satyawan | \ho made the supreme sacrifice in a

§_ 74bn dly attack by militants in Sri
M 51 151975 1o [cOWardly attack by militants in Srinagar,
14-7.2003 (Jammu & Kashmir on 14 July 2003.

CRPF salutes the braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
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ASSET RECOVERY BRANCH, KOLKATA
14118, Ezra Street, Kolkata - 700 001, Working at : Yamuna Bhavan
1st Floor, 55/58, Ezra Streel, Kolkata - 700 001

Kolkata

i MINISTRY OF
TEXTILES

PM MITRA Park Gujarat Limited

1st Floor, Block 3,4,5, Udhyog Bhavan, Sector-11,

Gandhinagar 382 011, Gujarat, India.

Website: https://www.gidc.gujarat.gov.in/

f]

basis.

Request for Proposal (RFP)
Date: 13.07.2026

Selection of Master Developer for Development, Operation and Maintenance of the
PM MITRA Mega Textile and Apparel Park at Vansi, Navsari, Gujarat through Public
Private Partnership (PPP) on Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer (DBFOT)

PM MITRA Park Gujarat Limited intends to develop a greenfield Mega Textile and
Apparel Park spanning 1142 acres in the Vansi, Navsari city, under the PM MITRA
Scheme of the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. This ambitious project seeks
private sector collaboration, offering a range of incentives/grant to potential Master
Developers. Interested parties are invited to submit their Proposal in accordance with
the guidelines outlined in the RFP document.

Bid Commencement date

13.07.2026

_Pre-bid conference is scheduled on
' Last date for bid submission (online)

27.07.2026 (11:30 hours IST)
29.08.2026 (17:00 hours IST)

Last date for physical submission —
' By speed post / courier / hand delivery

03.09.2026 (17:00 hours IST)

GIDC, on email id ce@aqidcqujarat.org

The RFP document can be accessed and downloaded from the website
https://tender.nprocure.com or https://www.gidc.gujarat.gov.in/tender.

For inquiries and clarifications related to this RFP, please reach out to: Chief Engineer,

epaperindianexpress.com

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, GIDC
Gandhinagar
T e Kolkata

Wheareas:

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Union Bank of India, Asseis
Recovery Branch, 14/18, Ezra Street, Kolkata - TO0 001 presently waorking at
Yamuna Bhavan, 151 Floor, 55/58. Exra Street, Kodkata - 700 001 under the
Securntisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assats and Enforcement Security
Interest Act, 2002 {Act No. 54 of 2002} and in exercise of powers conferred under
Section 13(1:2) read with Rule 3 of the Secunty Interast (Enforcament) Rules,
2002 issuad 8 Bemand Notice Dated 02.01.2024 calling upon the Bomrawer [
hortgager | Guarantor : (1) Mis. Minati Enterprise, Proprietor : Mrs. Minati
Mondal, {2} Mrs. Minati Mondal, {3} Mr., Ekadashi Mondal, {4) Mr. Bablu
Mondal. Sio. Mr. Ekadashi Mondal, {5) Mr. Golak Mondal, S/a. Mr. Ekadashi
Mondal all residents and addrassed al 5372, Dakshin Para Hoad, Pujall, Budge
Budge, Dist - Soulth 24 Parganas, Kaolkata - 700 138, o repay the amount
mentionad in tha notice being Rs. 54,24, 751.09 (Rupeess Filly Four Lakhs Twenly
Four Thousand Saven Hundred Filly One and Paiza Ming anly) within 80 days
fram tha date ol recaipl of the said notice,

The Borrower having failed to repay the amaunt, notice is hareby given to the
borrowsar and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession
af the property describesd hargin below in exercise of powers conferrad on himher
undar Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rulas on this
09.07.2026.

The Borrower in particular and the pubfic in general is hersby caufioned not o
deal with the properly and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Union Bank of India, Asset Recovery Branch for an amaount
Rs. 54,24, 751.09 (Rupess Fifly Four Lakhs Twenty Fouwr Thousand Seven Hundrad
Fifty Cne and Paize Ming anly} and interast thersan,

The Bormower's attanton is invited to provigions of Sub-section (8} of Section 13
of the Act, in respect af fime available to the bommower to redeem the securad
asaets

Description of Immovable properties described herein below : All that Part
and parcel of the propery consisting of Land measuring 16 Decimal more or [ess
and building standing thereon, fying and situated at Holding No, 53/2. Dakshin
Para Road, Mouza - Pujali, J.L. No, 42, R.5. No. 22, Touzi No. 343, comprised
in part 'of R.5; Dag Mo. 2928, L.R. Dag Mo, 2071 under LR, Khatian Mg, 2469,
2470 & 2471, P.0Y, - Pujali within Pujali Municipality, Dist - South 24 Parganas,
Pin - 700 138, in the name of Mr. Ekadashi Mondal, Mr. Bablu Mandal &
Mr. Golak Mondal. Property butted and bounded by : On fthe Morth - By Land
of 3 Sankar Mandal comprised in Part of R.5. Dag Mo, 2928, On the South -
By Land of Sr Sankar Mondal comprised in Part of R.5. Dag MNo. 2826, On the
Easl - By Pond of Santosh Kumar Sardar & others, On the West - By Dakshin
Para Road.

Date : 09.07.2026
Place : Kolkata

Buthorised Officer
Union Bank of India

" Moore Avenue Branch I OAGTILIO)
dm 3l TSie] 63, N.S. C Bose Road, Kolkata- 700 040 [EoI e 1o AR Lo i 03
Bank of Baroda | o maiiN0OREAGbankofbarodabankin RSy v

Whereas: The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12)
read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 issued a demand
notice under Section 13(2) of the Act dated 04.03.2026 calling upon the borrower

Mr. Raju Ghosh of 4/83, Chanditala Lane, Regent Park, Kolkata, 700040 to repay
the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.9,69,669.00 (Rupees Nine Lakh Sixty
Nine Thousand Six Hundred Sixty Nine Only) as on 04.03.2026 together with
further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till
date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower/guarantors and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred
on him / her under sub —section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 on this 13TH day of July of the year
2026.

The borrower/ guarantors in particular and public in general are hereby cautioned not
to deal with the property and any other dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Bank of Baroda, Alipore Branch for an amount of Rs.9,69,669.00
(Rupees Nine Lakh Sixty Nine Thousand Six Hundred Sixty Nine Only) and
further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till
date of payment.

The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Inmovable Property

All that piece and parcel of land, including the structure (both present and future),
admeasuring about 2 Cottah 14 Chattak 9 sq. ft., classified as Bastu, situated at Dist.
South 24 Pargana, PS Regent Park, Mouza Chandpur, Pargana Khaspur, JL No. 23,
Touzi No. 155, RS No. 41, Plot No. 1704, Khatian no. 593, Premises No.12/1E,
Chanditala Lane, Ward No. 97 of Kolkata Municipal Corporation and bounded as
under: North: Premises No. 12C, Chanditala Lane, South: About 16 ft. wide road,
East : Premises No. 12/1C, Chanditala Lane, West: Playground

Date : 13.07.2026
Place: Kolkata

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda
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The disease which inflicts
bureaucracy and what they
usually die from is routine.
— John Stuart Mill
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

Omar is spot on, doesn’t
need Trump clickbait

N 2023, inits ruling that upheld the abrogation of Article 370

in Kashmir, the Supreme Court said, “the Solicitor General

of India assured this Court of the Union’scommitment made

on the floor of the House that the Statehood of Jammu and
Kashmir would be restored in the near future upon elections
beingheld”. The BJP has often touted the dropin thelocal drivers
of insurgency and growth in tourism as evidence of the return of
normalcy in “Naya Kashmir”, The high voter turnout in the peace-
ful 2024 elections to the Union Territory’s Assembly signalled
trust in the democratic framework, broke a long political stand-
still. In this context, J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s frustra-
tion over the delay in the Centre delivering on its promise of state-
hood is entirely justified and appropriate.

However, Abdullah, who can be sharp and yet complex,
could have framed it better. On Saturday, addressing a gather-
ing of National Conference (NC) workers in Srinagar, he said:
“Let BJP tell us whether we have to go to (US President Donald)
Trump for statehood... and hold dharna outside the White
House.” Perhaps, it was a facetious remark, political clickbait.
But “internationalisation” (read the US) is among the most
knotty threads in the fraught history of Jammu and Kashmir.
From the Truman White House pushing the formation of the
United Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) in 1948, to
US officers assisting armed forces in PoK during the Cold War,
to the barely tacit backing of separatism by US State Depart-
ment officials such as Robin Raphel in the early 1990s, for the
better part of a century the US and UK have sought to play adu-
bious role in the region. Internationalisation of Kashmir has
been — and remains —Pakistan's aim over the years.

Abdullah’s invocation of Trump runs counter to the grain
of his tenure as CM so far, which has located Kashmir, with its
distinctive history, squarely within the negotiationsin a federal
polity. While underscoring the curtailed powers of the elected
government, he chose not to take a confrontational stance to-
wards the Lieutenant Governor’s office. In the aftermath of the
horrific attack in Pahalgam by Pakistan-backed terrorists, he
delivered one of the most stirring speeches of his career in the
Assembly, framing the Kashmir tragedy as one of the entire
country, even as he backed the Union government’s moves,
political and diplomatic. Over the last two years, Abdullah has
been at the forefront of crafting a new political language in
Kashmir. This is his greatest strength as he rightly reiterates
the demand for statehood. That's why there is a need to guard
against loose statements that distract attention from it.

On SIR, listen to digital
governance pioneer

HE GOVERNMENT and the Election Commission of
India (ECI) need to carefully read criticisms of the latest
round of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) by one of
the country’s digital governance pioneers. In an article
in this newspaper, Ram Sewak Sharma —who, asthe founder di-
rector of the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI),
played a central role in building the infrastructure that govern-
ments now rely on for welfare delivery — amplified concerns
voiced since the commencement of the SIR. The ECI hasinvited
criticism for not balancingthe legitimate imperative of updating
the voter list — removing duplicate or deceased voters while en-
suring that newly eligible citizens are enrolled — with the equally
compellingobligation to avoid wrongful exclusion. Reports have
pointed out that the burden of eligibility lies primarily, and un-
fairly, on the citizen. People are being asked to furnish proof of
birth, residence and citizenship, when, as Sharma points out, the
state itself has rarely been diligent enough to keep such records.
In Aadhaar, India has a technologically sophisticated frame-
work foridentity verification. However, asSharma argues, by not
regarding the document as credible address prooffor the SIR, the
stateis failing to make meaningful use of adatabase —which also
carriesbiometric detailsand proof of age —that it hascreated. The
philosophy behind India’s Digital Public Infrastructure has been
to ask less, not more, of citizens. The SIR seems to be moving in
the opposite direction —as Sharma writes, by “usinga document-
heavy method tosolve a problem the country hasalready solved™.
A procedure that carries the possibility of disenfranchisement
demands the closest constitutional scrutiny. The government
and the ECI, therefore, can ill afford to ignore the words of one
who was part of the system not very long ago: “A republic that
takes its duties seriously does not make its people prove again
and again theybelong,.” The Supreme Court —which pushed the
ECItobeinclusive when the SIR process began but appeared less
vigilant when the exercise was held in West Bengal — should urge
the poll body to take note of Sharma's warning: “India has a DPI
the world now studies. It would be perverse to declare that none
of it can be trusted.”

Nightingale falls silent,
her songlives

LAYBACK SINGER S Janaki, who died on July 11in My-

suru at 88, was an artiste whose career spanned succes-

sive generations of composers. As musical preferences

and styles evolved and technology underwent revol-
utions, Janaki, lovingly called the “Nightingale of South India”,
remained an enduring presence, singing over 40,000 songs in
several languages for six decades. From composers like M S Vis-
wanathan and KV Mahadevan to Ilaiyaraaja, Bappi Lahiriand A
R Rahman, Janaki adapted to the changes with ease.

Growing up in Pallapatla village in Andhra Pradesh, Janaki
religiously listened to Lata Mangeshkar’s early songs on the
family radio and tried to sing like her. With no formal training,
she’d belt them out during intervals of plays organised by her
uncle, atheatre artist. During one such performance, she caught
the attention of filmmaker B R Panthulu and music director TG
Lingappa, who, impressed by her bright soprano voice, invited
her to Chennai, where she recorded her first song for the Tamil
film Vidhiyin Vilayattu (1957). Despite being a Telugu speaket,
her songsin Malayalam, Tamil and Kannada featured impeccable
pronunciation. She’d study how words were spoken in daily life,
understand their meaning and rehearse to align the edges.

Janaki won four National Awards among numerous state hon-
ours. But she declined the Padma Bhushan, saying the recogni-
tion had come too late. The decision drew attention, especially
because she demanded a Bharat Ratna, too, overshadowing an
otherwise principled stand. For more than six decades, Janaki
gave life to the songs she sang, filling many a day and night with
their light.

Why policy needs tofocus on
gender wealth inequality

HE WORLD Inequality Report

(WIR) 2026 was published in

June by the World Inequality

Lab, Paris School of Economics.

The UN report ‘Counting What
Counts’wasreleased in May. The first focuses
on inequality head on. The second does so
in part. Both pay some attention to gender
inequality. Buthow? By focusing entirely on
women’s unequal position in the labour mar-
ket. Dare we ask: What about wealth inequal-
ity? Neither report mentions women and
wealth, although the WIR spends many un-
gendered chapters on household wealth in-
equality. So, what are these reportsimplying?
Thatwealth is only for men whilewomen are
merely labour?

The vast body of academic research on
women’s economic status over the decades
has focussed mainly on one thing: Women’s
situation in the labour market. This persist-
ent mismeasurement of women’s economic
status by ignoring gender inequality in
wealth and assets in numerous papers, re-
ports and policy briefs makes the main
source of gendered economic inequality in
much of the world invisible and ignored in
policy. Work by feminist economists does
not entirely escape this bias.

Why is measuring gendered inequality
in wealth so important? Not just to correct
serious conceptual flaws in measuring
gender inequality, but also because
wealth/asset ownership (a) affects women’s
and children’s well-being in ways that em-
ployment alone does not; (b) impacts pro-
ductivity and economic growth; and (c) is
key tomost sources of decentworkand earn-
ings. Consider each.

First, avast body of global empirical evi-

dence over three decades (1994-2024),
starting from that cited in my 1994 book, A
Field of One’s Own, till today, shows that in
the Global South if the mother owns assets,
child survival, health and education out-
comes are likely to be significantly better
thanif only the father owns assets. Gender
matters beyond class. Owning immovable
assets also hugely reduces women’s risk of
domestic violence and of poverty in case of
marital breakdown.

Second, several studies, including those
collated by the Food and Agriculture Organ-
isation, show that if women have accesstoa
productive asset like farmland and related
inputs, it can greatly increase farm produc-
tivity and a country’s agricultural growth
rates. Third, for vast numbers of women, es-
peciallyin the Global South, owning produc-
tive assets is essential for viable livelihoods
since women are employed largely inthein-
formal sector and especially in agriculture.

In India, for instance, in the Periodic La-
bour Force Survey 2023-24, two aspects
stand out. One, some 86 per cent of all
women workers and 91 per cent of rural
women workers are informally employed.
About 77 per cent of the latter work in agri-
culture. Two, 73 per cent of rural women
workers are “self-employed”, mostly as un-
paid workers on family farms or in
smallbusiness enterprises, including
street vending. Hence, barely a
quarter of rural women workers (and
a third of all women workers) are in
wage employment (regular or
casual). For therest, asset ownership
iskeytoviable earnings: Forexample,
land for farming, carts or stalls for
street vending, and so on.

BINA
AGARWAL

For reducing global wealth
inequality, policies to tackle
gender wealth inequality
are as essential as policies
to tackle household
wealth inequality

However, as diverse datasources (NFHS,
ICRISAT, IHDS) consistently show, Indian
women own land in only 12-16 per cent of
rural landowning households, even though
many are de facto farmers as mainly men
out-migrate to non-farm jobs. For these
women farmers, owning land, farm tools,
and other assets is complementary to their
ability towork and earn. The same argument
applies to small businesses.

Yet, both the WIR and UN reports use
average hourly earnings as the primary
measure of women’s economic status, ignor-
ing their wealth/asset status, and hence
greatly undercount economic gender in-
equalities. Also, by conflatingwomen’s “un-
paid” work with domestic work hours, they
fail to capture women’s unpaid productive
work on family farms and businesses.

Third, using the ratio of female to male
hourly earnings as a measure of gender in-
equality, asdone by both reports, is problem-
atic. Most people don’t earn by the “hour”.
Returns from self-employment, in particu-
lar, cannot be converted easily into “hourly”
earnings. How would you measure, say, the
hourly earnings of a farmer, shopkeeper, or
vegetable vendor who rarely record hours
worked? At the very least, the measure
should be female/male annual earnings.

Fourth, the WIR attributes
women’s lower (than male) employ-
mentratesglobally toinadequateac-
cess to affordable childcare, trans-
port, family leave, and hiring
discrimination, again ignoring asset
ownership. The impact of lower pay
for women on their wealth accumu-
lation ismentioned in passing, butas
the Paris Lab has itself established,

the main contributor to wealth inequality is
inheritance, not earnings.

A common excuse for not measuring
gender inequality in wealth is lack of data.
This elides the issue. First, there is existing
dataonsomeindicators: Forinstance,inthe
Global North, pension-wealth dataare avail-
able by gender in many countries, as is
gender information on therichest1per cent.
In the Global South, gendered data on land
owned are available for agrowing number of
countries (FAO and World Bank). Second,
the World Inequality Lab (Paris) actively
mines data and has successfully persuaded
many governments to collect/share wealth
data. Even with incomplete data, some
gender estimates are possible. Equally im-
portant is acknowledging that labour market
analysis barely touches the surface of econ-
omicinequality by gender.

Moreover, for reducing global wealth in-
equality, policies to tackle gender wealth in-
equality are as essential as policies to tackle
household wealth inequality. But the two
setsof policies cannotbeidentical, since the
former also need to grapple with intra-
household inequalities.

Ignoring gender gaps in wealth and fo-
cusing only on women’s labour implies that
the authorsof the two reports, all progressive
thinkers, are fine with a world where only
men yield capital while women sell their la-
bour. Even Marx (despite his limited gender
analysis) would feel uncomfortable with that
scenario in the 21st century.

The writer is professor of Development
Economics and Environment, GDI, University
of Manchester; and former director,

Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi
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This time, he

bolder step. He

N 1963, ayoungIndian confronted a
dilemma that few would face today.
Ramamurti Rajaraman had just ob-

' tained his doctorate in nuclear the-
,_ ory from Cornell University, his
supervisor beingthe future Nobel laureate
Hans Bethe, a major figure in the Manhat-
tan Project. Inthose days of armament, Ra-
mamurti, just 24, was a prize catch for
America. But he wanted to return home
and devote himselfto social service.

With his first death anniversary on
July 12, it is an occasion to reflect on how
much India has changed since then. Born
in1939 in Coimbatore, Rajaraman shifted
to Delhi with his parents. His father, Dr B
Ramamurti, taught Mathematics before
joining the founding team of the Central
Statistical Organisation.

Around that time, Tamils had begun ar-
riving in Delhi for jobs in the British
bureaucracy. But they were worried about
how to inculcate the Tamil ethos in their
children. Thus, the Delhi Tamil Education
Association founded what were popularly
known as Madrasi Schools.

Next to the school on Mandir Marg was
the Hindu Mahasabha’s office. Stories of a
certain Nathuram Godse who once con-
ducted target practice with a gun on the of-
fice premises were part of the school lore. The
actor Hema Malini was hisjunior; among his
classmates was Shyamala Gopalan, who
later migrated tothe USand gave birth tothe
future US Vice President Kamala Harris.

Rajaraman also went to America, but his
heartlay elsewhere. He returned toIndiain
1963 and visited C Rajagopalachari for gui-
dance. He didn’t know the fellow Tamilian,
but in those days people often sought the
counsel of respected elders. Rajaji was also
the grandfather of his closest friend, fellow
Stephanian and future philosopher Ram-
chandra Gandhi. The old man advised him
to leave politics to others — the country
needs you in Physics, he said.

Six decades later when Rajaraman nar-
rated the incident to me, he still regretted
having followed Rajaji’s advice: “I really
wanted to do social service.”

Rajaraman stayed back in India but
could barely focus on Physics. Unable to
lend any meaning to his life, the young
man returned to Cornell beforejoining the
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Delhi
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Green Card

Ramamurti Rajaraman and
thejourney back home

Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton
following the invitation of its director Ro-
bert Oppenheimer.

Home continued to haunt him. He
came back in 1969 and began teaching at
Delhi University. This time, he tookan even
bolder step. He returned his Green Card. “I
knew if Thad it, I'd keep visiting.”

Teaching now became his way of giv-
ing back to society. He taught at several
Indian institutions over the next decades
and became a major voice committed to
nuclear safety.

I met him while writing Ramchandra
Gandhi’s biography. They remained life-
long friends until Gandhi’s death in 2007.
In December 1958, when Rajaraman was
leaving for Cornell, Gandhi gifted him a
handwritten notebook of Kierkegaard’s
quotations. The stapled pages contained a
letter in which Gandhi recalled his friend’s
“unerring honesty”, and underlined that
“because of him and in spite of myself1dis-
covered that to seek honesty” “is the law of
life even ifit involved death.”

Rajaraman changed cities and conti-
nents, lost numerous belongings, but the
notebook, yellowed and brittle, remained
with him.

I met Rajaraman in his final years.
Even after being diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s, he continued to be agile, continued
to visit his JNU office, where he was
professor emeritus.

Imissed the news of his passinglast year,
having lost my father just weeks before.
Much later, I came across tributes to a great
teacher who resolved the complex prob-
lems of quantum and theoretical Physics.

And then, one conversation returned to
me. He was reminiscing about his philos-
opher friend when I posed to him a ques-
tion that had been simmering in me for
long — Was Albert Einstein a scientist or a
philosopher as well?

Rajaraman was emphatic: “Einstein
only dealt with physical phenomena that
can be measured. Anything that can’t be
measured he was not interested in. He was
deep, reflective, but not a philosopher.”

That distinction Rajaraman reserved
for his friend.

Bhardwayjis a writer

Acting tastinan uncertain
Indo-Pacific

i
< ‘ 4
N MANOHARAN

SOUMYADEEPA
MOULIK

Although the
Trump
administration
isweaning
away Indo’
from the Indo-
Pacific, the
ground reality
of hyphenation
cannotbe
ignored in the
long run,
particularly in
light of China’s
increasing
assertiveness

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s recent visit to In-
donesia, Australia and New Zealand is significant for
India’s Act East Policy. India’s foreign policy witnessed
astrategic shift when he declared at the 12th ASEAN-
India Summit (2014): “Externally, India’s ‘Look East
Policy’ hasbecome ‘Act East Policy’.” The change, however, went
beyond nomenclature, reflecting the new realpolitik underlying
India’s approach to the east. The objective of the Act East Policy
isto promote economic cooperation, strengthen cultural tiesand
develop strategic relationships with countries in the Indo-Pacific.
The engagement was to be at both bilateral and multilateral levels.

India has historical linkages to East Asia, especially in the do-
mains of culture and trade. It was officially revived through the
Look East Policy (1991), focusing mainly on Southeast Asia and
on the economic sector. Geographically, it extended beyond
Southeast Asia to include the wider Asia-Pacific. In the words of
Prime Minister Modi himself, “For toolong, India and the United
States have looked at each other across Europe and the Atlantic.
When I look towards the East, I see the western shores of the
United States.” The sectoral scope went beyond economicstoin-
cludeissues of security, culture and connectivity. Both hard and
soft power aspects of foreign policy were incorporated.

New Delhi wished to correct the “historic neglect” of the Asia-
Pacificregion and was willing “to shoulder greater global respon-
sibilities”. This confident foreign policy stance was well received
by the countries of the region and beyond. The United States, for
instance, expected “India to be a partner and net provider of se-
curity in the Indian Ocean and beyond”. The emergence of the
Indo-Pacific as a new geopolitical concept and the revival of the
Quad among four democracies reflected these broader strategic
shifts. Although the US is weaning away “Indo” from the Indo-
Pacific, the reality of hyphenation cannot be ignored in the long
run, particularly inlight of China’sincreasing assertiveness. Sev-
eral non-conventional threatslike [UU fishing, piracy, trafficking
in drugs, humans and arms, illegal migration, and natural dis-
asters also necessitated collective action. India’s SAGAR, IPOI
and MAHASAGAR initiatives must be seen in this milieu.

The policy is not without its challenges. India has of late been
confronted with political instability in its neighbourhood: Pak-
istan, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka. India also con-
fronts inconsistencies in the positions of extra-regional powers
like the United States. The Act East Policy should also not look
overly strategic, upsetting overall regional stability. The lack of
adequate infrastructure in Northeast India to offer as a gateway
to East Asiaisanother hurdle. Despite all this, the Act East Policy
has enhanced partnerships with ASEAN, positioning India as a
responsible maritime powetr, strengthening cooperation with
like-minded democracies, and giving voice to the concerns of
smallisland nations. Tehyi Hsieh’s observation seems particularly
apt today: “The West can teach the East how to get a living, but
the East must eventually be asked to show the West how to live.”

The writers are respectively director and research affiliate,
Centre for East Asian Studies, Christ University, Bengaluru
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T Five more killed in
Gujaral violence
M orders judicial probe
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Fivemorekilledin Gujarat

AT LEAST four persons were burntalive in
three separate incidentsin Ahmedabad as
violence continued unabated on the fifth day.
One of the three persons injured in the police
firing late on Saturday night in Dhanasuthar-
ni-Pole on Relief Road died. One manwas
fatally stabbed in Baroda, bringing the death
tollinthe city to three. With this, the total fig-
ure of deathsrecordedin the state rose to 54.

MiG-29dealfinalised

INDIA HAS finalised a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with the Soviet
Union for the purchase of futuristic MiG-29
fighter aircraft. India will thus become the
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first country outside the Soviet Union to
acquire this latest fighter in the Soviet air
force inventory.

NotmuchheadwayinColombo

ATULF delegation comprising A Amirthal-
ingam, Sivasithamparam, Sampanthan,
Anandasangari, Yogeswaran and Neelan
Tiruchelvam, met President Jayewardene
at the Bandaranaike Memorial International
Conference Hall. Associated with the Presi-
dent were the National Security Minister,
Lalith Athulathmudali, and the Education
and Youth Affairs Minister, Ranil Wickre-
masinghe. According to informed sources,
in the two-and-a-half-hour meeting the
TULF had with the President, they had dis-

Kolkata

cussed the provincial council’s proposals
clause by clause.

Policeapathetictomassacres

THE WRIT of the government just does not
hold good in the so-called Naxalite-infested
areas of Jehanabad and its surrounding areas
in Gaya district for the simple reason that the
police are not free to act as to take the
necessary actioninalaw-and-order crisis.
The gorykillings inKansara village of Gaya
district and the heinous massacre in Arwalin
Nalanda district — the two places are about
20 km apart in different but contiguous dis-
tricts — isan example of the situation the
police find themselves in when the govern-
ment tries to take sides based on caste.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Ro Khanna got the VIP version of what
West Bank Palestinians face every day
—Haaretz, Israel
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Demolition of an institution has begun,
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BY YOGENDRA YADAV

BULLDOZER JUSTICE reaches

academia. That could be the

headline for an Indian Express

report last week (‘Think tank

CSDS likely to face funding cuts
from Centre’, IE, July 10) on the govern-
ment’smoveto cutitsgrant tothe Centre for
the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS),
which amountsto 90 per cent of the institu-
tion’s salary bill. No doubt, this is a demoli-
tion exercise.

As in bulldozer justice, the modus oper-
andi involves turning the rule of law upside
down. Criminal justice follows a prescribed
sequence: Anincidentleadstoevidence, evi-
dencetosuspicion, suspiciontotrialand the
trial leads to indictment and punishment.
Here the process begins with public indict-
ment of a culprit identified in advance. Pre-
text and paperwork follow to manufacture
justification for the punishment pre-de-
cided, ifnotalready delivered. An exemplary
punishment that echoes deep and wide.

The CSDS has been to Indian social
science what the Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research (TIFR) or the Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc) is tothe world of Indian
sciences. Founded in 1963 by Rajni Kothari,
the faculty roll of CSDS reads like the Who's
Who of'the first two generations of Indian so-
cial scientists, barring economists. Exclud-
ingthe present faculty, thelistincludes Ashis
Nandy, D L Sheth, Ramashray Roy, Gopal
Krishna, Bashiruddin Ahmed, Giri Deshing-
kar, Sudhir Kakar, Shiv Visvanathan, Harsh
Sethi, Suresh Sharma, D R Nagaraj, V B
Singh, Rajeev Bhargava, Shail Mayaram, Adi-
tya Nigam and Abhay Dube. Add to this list
scholars who have been a part of the ex-
tended family of CSDS — Sukhmoy Chakra-
varty, TN Madan, Deepak Nayyar, JPSUbe-
roi, Manoranjan Mohanty, Patricia Uberoi
and Suhas Palshikar — and you know why
CSDS has been at the centre of Indian and
global debates on politics, society and cul-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Series whitewash

TEAMINDIA'S abject refusal to
learn from the anatomy of its dis-
aster duringitsjust-concluded
T20 encounters against Ireland
and England culminated in one of
its most humiliating defeats,
much to the discomfiture of
cricketlovers both home and
abroad (‘India;s one-gear
approach behind batting
collapses’, IE, July 13). Perhaps
their respective team
managements not only observed
India’s shortcomings keenly but
alsodevised astute game plansto
take full advantage of the Indian
batters’ inability to negotiate
short-pitched deliveries, which
led tosuch an outcome.

Kumar Gupt, viaemail

THE INDIAN men’s cricket team’s
disappointing performancesin
Ireland and England have again
exposed the weaknesses in our
overseas cricket (‘India's one-gear
approach behind batting
collapses’, IE, July 13). It would be
unfair to hold the players respon-
sible. The national selectors and
the BCCI must share responsibil-
ity for thisembarrassment. Indian
cricketers are groomed on flat,
slow pitches and smaller grounds
that favour high-scoringbatting.
Many players develop the habit of
clearing the boundary with ease.
Deepanshu Srivastava, Pune

Fragile law and order

THE UNFORTUNATE incident of
the mob lynching of an innocent
man following a heinous crime
against a child reflects the fragile
law-and-order situation in the

state (‘In Bengal, a crime, the mob
and state abdication’, IE, July 11).
Those who justify encounters
must realise that when a state fails
to prevent heinous crimes and
provide timelyjustice, it often at-
tempts to placate public anger and
subdue grievances through extra-
judicial methods. Thereislittle
bravadoin this and muchinequal-
ity, aswe see influential TMC
leaders finding respite by switch-
ing sides, while petty and less in-
fluential offenders are subjected
to public humiliation.

Madhusree Guha, Kolkata

ture. A special issue of Seminar magazine
(November 2012), titled “The CSDS Experi-
ence” capturessomething of the story of this
extraordinary institution. (Full disclosure:
The present author served on the CSDS fac-
ulty for two decades, beforeleaving itin 2013
and formally resigning in 2016.)

Ontheface ofit, the CSDSis arather odd
target for demolition. During the days of
ideological Cold War, the CSDS was known
as a non-Marxist, if not anti-Marxist, school
of thought. The scholars at the Centre were
amongthe first onestoarticulatethe agenda
fordecolonisation of the social sciences. The
Centre was also the pioneerin advancingso-
cial sciences in Indian languages. A far cry
fromthe deracinated, westernised, leftistin-
tellectuals the present regime loves to hate.
Unlike the Emergency, when the CSDS did
serve as a node for resistance to the authori-
tarian regime, the institution has kept alow
political profile since 2014. The Lokniti pro-
gramme, its research initiative that carries
out electoral and political surveys,
has maintained a scrupulous rec-
ord of political non-partisanship
and has given up election forecast-
ing. Onbalance, itselection surveys
over the last decade have overesti-
mated, not underestimated, the
BJP’s electoral performance.

The reason for choosing CSDS
for the present assault is thus hard
to fathom. Here is my guess: The
three-decade old Lokniti pro-

Asinbulldozer justice, the
formaljustification is an act of
post-facto creativity. Once the

target, the punishment and

the excuse were fixed, the
ICSSR appointed acommittee

to prepare grounds for what
had already been decided

due process can wait
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gramme is arguably the only trustworthy
political barometer in the country that con-
tinuesto adhere toscientific protocols of sur-
vey and transparent reporting, a barometer
that cannot be “adjusted” to suit the de-
mands of the rulers. This is one thing auth-
oritarian regimes do not like, especially
when they face allegations of electoral mal-
practices amidst rising public disquiet. Or,
maybe, asin the case of Centre for Policy Re-
search (CPR) earlier, the prestige of CSDS
makesitthe perfect example to send amess-
age to an entire community of academics
and intellectuals: Nobody is safe if CPR and
CSDS can be targeted.

Once the target was selected, a provoca-
tion had to be discovered. The trigger was
trivial, bordering on the ridiculous. On Au-
gust 17,2025, Professor Sanjay Kumar posted
dataaround anunusual declineand increase
in the number of electors in four assembly
constituencies in Maharashtra on his per-
sonal X account. The calculation waswrong,
Within 48 hours, he deleted the post
and apologised for the error. Mind
you, the posts were abland presenta-
tion of datawith no political interpre-
tation or insinuation. The data did
not fitinto the Opposition’s narrative
of “vote chori”. This was not institu-
tional reporting of a research project.
Inany case, thiswasatrivial error, im-
mediately rectified. The other sup-
posed provocation was also a non-
issue. A few days earlier, the CSDS

had published the findings of an opinion poll
ontheSIR and reported adeclinein thelevel
of popular trust in the Election Commission.
There was no error nor any element of sur-
prisein thisdata that was hardly noticed. The
BJP’s ecosystem smartly conflated the two
and pounced uponthe CSDS. The trollarmy
was afire, as were the darbari channels, de-
manding exemplary punishment.

Official indictment closely followed the
troll army’s insinuation. On August 19, the
Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR), the official body through which
grants to all social science institutions like
CSDS are funnelled, took to X, saying it was
taking “serious cognizance of the data ma-
nipulation by CSDS and its attempt to create
anarrative with the intention of undermin-
ingthe sanctity of the Election Commission
of India. Thisis agross violation of the Grant-
in-Aid rules of ICSSR”. The verdict had been
delivered before the trial began.

Then came the paperwork. As in bull-
dozerjustice, the formaljustificationisan act
of post-facto creativity. Once the target, the
punishment and the excuse were fixed, the
ICSSR appointed a committee to prepare
grounds for what had already been decided
and carried out. As reported in The Indian
Express, the committee has indicted the
CSDS for everything other than what the
ICSSR had accused it of. Apparently, the pro-
posed punishment is now not for “data ma-
nipulation” but for the age-old charges that
can be used to implicate anyone in the sar-
kari system: Fine print of appointment rules,
payment or non-payment of allowances to
employees, conduct of meetings and record-
ing of minutes, and so on. This is especially
odd since all these questions had been raised
earlier by the ICSSR and already settled toits
own satisfaction.

The committee’s report is not yet re-
leased. Butthe ICSSR had stopped the CSDS
grant withimmediate effect. Forthelastone
year, the institution has been struggling to
pay salaries for the entire faculty, most of
whom do not work on elections. The worst
victims are the non-academic staff, whohave
nothingto dowith all this.

Who cares for collateral damage? Demo-
lition has begun. The trial can wait.

The writer is member, Swaraj Indlia, and
national convenor, Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal
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EVERY THREE minutes, someone in India
diesa preventable death on theroad. Two of-
ficial bodies counted those deaths in 2024
and arrived at three different numbers.

The Ministry of Road Transport and
Highwaysreported 1.771akh deaths. The Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau’s “Accidental
Deaths and Suicides” report recorded 1.75
lakh road accident deaths, compiled from
police records of accidental deaths through
aseparate administrative pipeline. The same
NCRB’s “Crime in India” report, which rec-
ords deaths due to negligence relating to
road accidents, shows that 1.81 lakh people
lost theirlivesin road crashes. Two agencies,
three methodologies, nearly 6,000 lives of
unexplained variance.

This gap isnot adata problem.Indiarec-
ords more road deaths than any other
country, despite having a far smaller share
of global vehicles. In S. Rajaseekaran v.
Union of India (2014), the Supreme Court
recorded the full dimensions of the prob-
lem. Four working groups had studied
what the Court called the four Es of road
safety: Engineering, enforcement, educa-
tion and emergency care. The findings
across all four were alarming.
Highway maintenance was re-
ceivingonly 35t040 percent of es-
timated funding. Salvageable pa-
tients were dying because
ambulances were inadequate,
trauma centres absent, and police
stations arguing over jurisdiction

Parliament, not fate, must
shape road safety

Ifroad accident deaths are
preventable, tolerating a
governance structure that
allows them to continueis a
constitutional failure

instead of rushing people to hospitals. Laws
on enforcement existed on paper but were
rarely applied with consistency.

What gave the Court’s intervention its
constitutional force was a prior recognition:
Thatroad accidents are not random misfor-
tunes. Every crash, traced to its cause, isthe
product of human failure, and therefore pre-
ventable. The resignation to fate, the Court
said, has never been the accepted philos-
ophy of humanlife. Itis precisely thisunder-
standing that ties road safety to Article 21. If
these deaths are preventable, tolerating a
governance structure that allows them to
continue is a constitutional failure.

Part of why the problem persists is con-
stitutional. Roads, police, public health and
vehicle regulation are divided across the
Union List, State List and Concurrent List in
ways that ensure no single institution owns
prevention. A crash on a highway simulta-
neously touches atleast seven constitutional
entries, and notone ofthem assigns clear re-
sponsibility for preventing the next crash.
National highways belong to the Centre;
State roads and police belongto states; motor
vehicles sit in the Concurrent List; public
health is a state subject. Jurisdic-
tional fragmentationisnotinciden-
tal to this failure. It is the design.
The institutional response to this
fragmentation has been a succes-
sion of commiittees, advisoriesand
proposed boards.

The reform path is constitu-

tional, and it has a precedent.

When tax revenues fragmented across
the same three constitutional lists became
unworkable, Parliament did not create
another advisory committee. It passed the
101st Constitutional Amendment Act and
created the GST Council. Road safety auth-
ority is fragmented across those same con-
stitutional lists in precisely the same way. A
Road Safety Coordination Council built on
that model, where Centre and states jointly
set standards forroad design, vehiclefitness,
emergency care and fatality reporting,
would give this problem the institutional
weight it requires.

Amendingthe Seventh Scheduletobring
roads and traffic more firmly within Parlia-
ment’slegislative reach would complete that
foundation. Itwould close the constitutional
gaps that every advisory body falls through.
Below that structural layer, Parliament needs
tomandate District Road Safety Committees
by statute with defined powers and real con-
sequences for states that ignore them.

Parliament has acted before when a
structure failed too many people fortoolong,
Roads have been failing people for longer.
Courts have stepped in on road safety re-
peatedly because executive and legislative
institutions have not built durable account-
ability. That step-in can only go so far.

The writer is a constitutional lawyer
and leads policy advocacy at Crashfree India.
Views are personal

The problem s,
the regional

party does
not hold

VANDITA MISHRA

RASHANT KISHOR will contest abypoll in Bihar,ina

bid to claim political space, months after hisnew party

failed to wrest a foothold in the assembly election. In

West Bengal, following its electoral drubbing, Mamata

Banerjee’s TMC is coming apart at the seams. In UP,
where the countdown hasbegun for next year’s election, the ruling
BJP’s internal wrangles make more news than the Samajwadi
Party, which remains frozen in public perception since it lost
power circa 2017. Chandrababu Naidu’s son and working presi-
dent of TDP, Nara Lokesh, describes “Namo” in Andhra Pradesh
as Naidu plus Modi, the once larger-than-state regional player un-
resistingly subsumed in Modi’s cult of personality.

Theseimages are of recent vintage — regional parties/leaders
with long careerslaid low, even Jan Suraaj, the newcomer with a
clean slate, encountering the same disbelief. They are part of a
larger phenomenon of our time. The regional party seems to be
crumpling in the face of the BJP’s predatory politics, backed by
its “one nation” thesis, drive towards uniformity and use of fear
and favour to skew the playing field.

Butregional parties have also conspired in their own weaken-
ing and in a larger undoing of the gains made on federalism for
nearly two decades from the mid-1980s. Congresswasin decline,
evenasthe1984 mandatein the aftermath of Indira Gandhi’s as-
sassination briefly masked it, and the BJP was a long way away
from becoming the dominant party. Several regional parties
climbed onto the national stage when the Centre was not “strong”
through the 1990s. The processes of economicliberalisation were
also, arguably, encouraging a decentralisation of the polity.

Theungainly reversal of that process in a diverse polity, which
isnow framed in the implosion of regional parties, hasbeenlong
in the making. At one level, it has been made possible by the
steady hollowing out of political parties organisationally.

As political scientist KK Kailash has underlined, the “mass
party model”, which meant the primacy of one face of the party
over the other — the “party on the ground” over the “party in
public office” — has become outdated. It was a product of its
time, when, before Independence and immediately after it,
parties were seen as “vehicles of movements attempting to ex-
tend the franchise to abroader section of society”. Subsequently,
the “party in public office” took command, the “party on the
ground” became subservient to it.

This has meant “a high degree of centralisation, which re-
volves around asingleleader or aleadership elite; afocus on hold-
ing public office and winning elections, where voters matter more
than supporters...”. It has also meant a growing reliance on gov-
ernment and bureaucracy to pushitsagendaononeend, and on
the other, dependence on professional agencies for designing
campaign strategy.

This inattention to organisational strengthening led to the
TMC ceding vital decision-making space to IPAC, the political
consultancy. Itis contributing, in turn, to the stream of TMC old-
timers abandoning the party.

The national parties are also affected by this corrosion. But
the inability of the regional parties to withstand it is more vivid.
Their platforms were smaller to begin with — even those that
have had links to large movements and causes, like the DMK or
the RJD. Butitis notjustimpersonal processes, the problem also
liesin regional parties’ own abdications that have come to haunt
them in their confrontation with the BJP.

Travelling through UP recently was to be struck by how
much the Akhilesh Yadav-led SP, more than nine years out of
powetr, isstill a prisoner of its past image. Akhilesh is still widely
seen as the leader circumscribed by family, the SP as the Mus-
lim-Yadav party that, in power, presides over lawlessness. The
SP can blame these frozen perceptions on the BJP’s propa-
ganda. But it must also ask why its efforts to chip away at that
image are dismissed by so many so easily.

These are extraordinary times, when the BJP cramps
spaces for opposition politics. But like other regional parties,
the SP has not been able to summon, in response, an extra-
ordinary politics. It has fallen short even on a politics that is
ordinary. Ithas not put forth anew political or economic model.
Onthe ground, its proclaimed shift from M-Y (Muslim-Yadav) to
PDA (pichhda/backward, Dalit/SC, alpsankhyak/minority)
politicsisseen asavariant of an old, exclusionary caste arithmetic.
This, against an opponent that outmanoeuvres it by awider social
engineeringatonelevel, and by claiming “sabkasaath...”,onthe
other. The BJP’s social coalition excludes Muslims, but the SP
dare not point to that exclusion because of its own timidity — its
past record of uneven-handed politics undercuts its credibility.

Theinability to fight the BJP on terms not set by the BJP, apart
from the incapacity to climb out of the trap of a politics of family,
one caste-one community, iscommon to the regional parties that
are seen to be fading or hastening to the side of the BJP.

For now, even as cracks in BJPdominance begin showing, the
partiesthat could have benefited from the opening up of political
spaces are unfortunately not up toit.

The writer is national opinion editor, The Indian Express.
vandita.mishra@expressindia.com

N S
ARAV SHAH

HOW DIFFICULT could it be to explain how
I felt about Lionel Messi and why no other
athlete came close to evoking the same de-
gree of distress or elation? Despite this great
aplomb with which I began writing, my
thoughts drifted to what the word “athlete”
really meant. The dictionary revealed a defi-
nition centred on organised competition and
physical capability. Yet something was miss-
ing. The effortless superiority Messi’s bio-
mechanics afforded him failed tojustify the
fervour born in the wake of his movements
onthe pitch. It was notuntil the 79th minute

The burden only Messican bear

of Argentinavs Egypt that Cristian Romero’s
goal sowed the seeds of my Eureka moment,
and Enzo Fernandez’s stoppage-time goal
brought my Archimedean breakthrough.
Messi’'s greatest skill hasbeen to concentrate
the pressure and responsibility of perform-
ing onto his diminutive shoulders, freeing
upspace forhisteammatesto play the game
as they’d like. It is his mere presence on the
pitch that allows his teammatesto play with
afreedom from consequence. Inthe past,no
one wanted to be the reason for the greatest
player in the world to fail. After Messi’s 2008
Olympic gold, the Argentine football team
lived through adecade of defeat. Messi him-
selfbore the brunt of constant criticism that
he could perform only at clublevel and that
perhaps he wasn’t Argentine enough.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- -

Prior to manager Lionel Scaloni’s ap-
pointment, a stagnation had settled in. The
team effectively reduced its purpose to
simply getting the ball to Messi. Every pass
inthe midfield became an act of anxiousde-
terrence, forcing the ball into a suffocating
thicket of defenders where Messi was ma-
rooned. The 2021 Copa América and 2022
World Cupwins obliterated this trust deficit.
Scaloni successfully cocooned Messiin asys-

By commanding that
overwhelming defensive focus, he
has vacuumed the structural and

emotional stress completely out of
the final third

tem where the midfield operated smoothly
regardless of his presence. Subsequently,
Messi’smovements accentuated those of his
teammates while allowing them to flourish.
The 2022 World Cup win also lifted the
weight oflegacy from both Messi and the na-
tion’s soul. Winning that trophy eradicated
the threat of devastatingloss. Asbehavioural
psychology tells us, the fear of loss is more
powerful than the pleasure of gain.
Snapping back to the present, Messi’s
performance resembles that of a black hole.
Receiving the ball with ease, his runs collapse
the spaces between his opposition’s lines,
drawing defensive structures inwards. By
commanding that overwhelming focus,
Messi has absorbed the structural and emo-
tional stress completely out of the final third.

Kolkata

He has created a physical and mental sanc-
tuary for his teammates, visible in the precise
cross Lautaro Martinez calmly delivered to
EnzoFernandez, who surged into theboxto
score the 3-22winner.

The dictionaries that so clinically define
an “athlete” by physical capability and or-
ganised competition will always fail to cap-
ture what Messi has become in 2026. He is
nolongerjustafootballing marvelbutalsoa
psychological shield. By absorbing the grav-
ity of an entire sport onto hisbulletproofleg-
acy, hehasgranted histeammates the safety
to play football as it ought to be played, en-
tirely free from the fear of making mistakes.

The writer is a correspondent with The Indian
Express. arav.shah@expressindia.com
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CPIINFLATION AVERAGED 3.9% IN APRIL-JUNE, LOWER THAN THE RBI'S FORECAST OF 4.2%

Fuel, weak rains push inflation
in June above 4% after 16 months

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, July 13

PRICES FOR Indian households
rose 4.38% in June — the most
in one-and-a-half years — on
the back of a continued rise in
food prices. According to data
released Monday by the Minis-
try of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), food
inflation in the country rose to
5.32% last month from 4.78% in
May, amid deficient rains.
Meanwhile, the impact of the
government’s fuel price hikes
was visible too.

The data for June bore the
full brunt of the multiple in-
creases in retail fuel prices an-
nounced in May, with personal
transport inflation rising to
7.35% in June from 3.06% in
May, while that for goods was
largely steady — albeit elevated
— at 7.7%. In May, it was 7.63%.

Inflation for the ‘restaurant
and accommodation services’
category, which has risen
sharply due to more expensive
commercial LPG, continued to
move north in June. Having
stood at 2.9% in March and
5.75% in May, it rose further to
6.9% in June as eateries raised
prices. Accordingto Madan Sab-
navis, Chief Economist at Bank

of Baroda, restaurant inflation
isunlikely todecline even when
the energy situation normalises.

At 4.38%, the June headline
inflation rate, asmeasured by the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), is
higher than May’s 3.93%. Infla-
tion, which is the year-on-year
change in prices, has now risen
every month in 2026. The last
time it was higher was in De-
cember 2024, when it stood at
5.22%. However, that figure is as
per the old CPI series which had
2012 asthebase year.

The new series, data for
which begins from January this
year, has2024 asthebase year for
prices and incorporates new
methods to calculate certain
componentsoftheinflationrate
aswell as new data sources.

While the old and new data
series are not strictly com-
parable, thisisthe first timesince
January 2025 that consumer
prices have risen by more than
4%, which is the RBI's medium
term target. As per the central
bank’slegal mandate, it must tar-
get a 4% inflation rate in a band
of 2-6%. CPI inflation averaged
39%in April-Juneasagainstthe
RBI’s latest forecast of 4.2%.

Food, fuel prices

The Consumer Food Price

¢ DINING OUT KEEPS GETTING COSTLIER,
FUEL PRICE HIKEHITS INFLATION
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Index (CFPI) rose1.7%last month
compared to May asagainsta1%
month-on-month rise in overall
prices. Transport inflation,
meanwhile, rosesharply to4.31%
in June from 1.75% in May, with
the index for the transport cat-
egory rising 2.6% month-on-
month (m-o-m).

The m-o-m increase in the
price indices of any category of
goods and services is indicative
ofthe momentum in prices. This
isabetterindicator of how prices
are movingasopposedtothein-
flation rate, which measures
prices compared tolast year.

Aditya Birla Renewables to acquire
Shell’s Solenergi Power for Rs 17,200 cr

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 13

ADITYABIRLA Renewables Ltd
(ABRen), a subsidiary of Aditya
Birla Group-controlled Grasim
Industries Ltd, has signed an
agreement to acquire 100% of
Solenergi Power Pvt Ltd from
Shell Overseas Investment BV.,
a wholly owned subsidiary of
Shell Plc. Solenergi Power owns
the Sprng Energy group of com-
panies. The transaction is
valued at an enterprise value of
Rs 17,200 crore ($1.8 billion).
The Birla buyout is among
the largest acquisitions in the
country’s renewable energy
sector both by value and scale.
“The equity consideration
payable to the seller will be de-
termined after adjusting for
debt, cash, and other items as
specified in the transaction
documents,” the Birla group
said. The acquisition is pro-
posed to be funded through a
mix of debt and equity infusion
from Grasim and funds man-
aged by Global Infrastructure
Partners — a part of Blackrock.
Thistransaction addsacon-
tracted portfolio of 5 GWp ca-
pacity (3.3 GWp of operational
capacity and 1.7 GWp of under
construction capacity) along
with a strong connectivity and
development pipeline, it said.

The Birla buyout
isamongthelargest
acquisitionsin
the country’s
renewable energy
sector bothbyvalue
and scale

The acquisition signifi-
cantly accelerates ABRen’s re-
newable energy growth ambi-
tions by combining its strong
presence in the Commercial &
Industrial (C&I) segment with
Sprng Energy’s complement-
ary utility-scale platform, the
group said.

Solenergi Power is an in-
vestment holding company in-
corporated in Mauritius that
servesasadirectshareholderin
the Indian renewable energy
platform Sprng Energy.

In August 2022, Shell com-
pleted the 100% acquisition of
Solenergi Power from the Brit-
ish private equity firm Actis.
The deal, valued at $1.55 billion,
granted Shell full control of the
Sprng Energy group.

“Over along arc of time, the
Aditya Birla Group has built
businesses at global scale that
have contributed to India’slong-
term growth, be it in building

materials, metals, financial ser-
vices, or retail. We view India’s
energy transition through the
same lens. At its core, this is
about strengthening our na-
tion’s energy future, enhancing
industrial competitiveness, and
creating the foundations for sus-
tained economic growth,”
Kumar Mangalam Birla, Chair-
man, Aditya Birla Group, said.

“This agreement reflects
Shell’s continued focus on ad-
justing the portfolio in our power
business,” said Machteld de
Haan, President, Downstream,
Renewables and Energy Sol-
utions at Shell. “We are high-
grading our power portfolioand
recycling capital inservice of our
asset-backed trading strategy
outlined in Capital Markets Day
2025. This is another step in
building a more focused, com-
petitive and resilient business
while improving returnsyearon
year towards 2030.”

“Together, we will have adi-
versified portfolio and a deep
development pipeline that puts
uson coursetoscaleto20 GWp+
in the coming years. More im-
portantly, it positions us to par-
ticipate meaningfully in one of
the largest energy transforma-
tionsunderway anywherein the
world,” Birla said.

FULLREPORTON
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Trade deficit widens to $304 bninJun

New Delhi: India’s merchan-
dise trade deficit widened to
$30.43 billion in June as ex-
ports fell faster than imports,
weighed down by shipping
disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz linked to the West
Asia conflict.
Exporters’bodies have flag-
ged concerns over global de-
mand softness, particularly

from Western markets, as a
drag on growth in outbound
shipments.

Economists had expected
India’s trade deficit towiden to
$26.63 billion in June, accord-
ingto a Reuters poll, compared
with a deficit of $28.21 billion
in May.

The country’s merchandise
exports fell to $40.41 billion in

June from $45.2 billion in the
previous month while imports
declined to $70.84 billion from
$73.41 billion in May, data re-
leased on Monday showed.

Aditi Nayar, chiefeconomist
at ICRA, said the merchandise
trade deficit widened by over
50% from a year earlier as elev-
ated commodity prices pushed
up the import bill. REUTERS

SOURCE: MoSPI

In the wake of a sharp in-
crease in global energy prices
and supply disruptions due to
the war in West Asia, pump
prices of petrol and diesel were
increased four times starting
mid-May. Assuch, the June CPI
data reflects the full impact of
the fuel price hikes on inflation.

“The risk of further fuel-
priceincreases hasdiminished
asoil prices have retreated from
their recent highs, although a
rapid reversal also looks un-
likely given the fragile US-Iran
peace process,” Alexandra Her-
mann Prasad, Lead Economist

at Oxford Economics, said.

On the food front, these
items contributed 185bpstothe
headline inflation rate 0of4.38%,
said Dipti Deshpande, Principal
Economist at Crisil, as a fading
favourable base effect and high
temperatures took their toll. As
per latest data, the all-Indiarain-
fall deficit narrowed to18%ason
July 12 from 43% on June 28.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Econ-
omist at ICRA, noted that India
usually gets around 32% of its
entire seasonrainfallin Julyand
29% in August. Additionally,
around 55% of the total area
sown in the kharif season is typi-
cally covered in July. “Conse-
quently, adequate rainfall dur-
ing JJuly-August remains crucial
to support sowing and output
and contain inflationary press-
ures in the ongoing fiscal,”
Nayar said.

According to Prasad of Ox-
ford Economics, the June infla-
tion data “reinforces the RBI’s
intention to remain on hold in
August”. Megha Arora, Director
at India Ratings & Research,
noted that inflation may rise
further to 4.9% in July, with
geopolitical tensions and El
Nino conditions remaining up-
side risks. FULLREPORTON
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Sitharaman meets
PSB chiefs, calls for
wider NRI outreach

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman interacts with Bank MDs, CEOs
on FCNR(B), ECB and OFCB swap initiatives in New Delhi. x/@FINMININDIA

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, July 13

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday asked
banks to enhance outreach to
Non Resident Indians (NRIs)
for greater mobilisation of for-
eign currency deposits.

Chairing a review meeting
with CEOs of public sector
banks (PSBs) and financial in-
stitutions on the Foreign Cur-
rency Non-Resident (Bank), or
FCNR(B) deposits, External
Commercial Borrowings (ECBs)
and Overseas Foreign Currency
Borrowings (OFCBs) swap initi-
atives, Sitharaman appreciated
the encouraging and enthusi-
astic initial response.

She called upon banks to
further intensify outreach to
the NRI diaspora, introduce
innovative deposit products
and sustain the momentum of
mobilisation during the
remaining period of the
schemes, the finance ministry
said in a statement.

During the meeting, CEOs
informed that banks are offer-
ing attractive returns on
FCNR(B) deposits, including on

Bank CEOs
tomeet RBI
Governor today

Mumbai/New Delhi: The heads
of private and public sector
banks will meet RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra on Tuesday to
chalk out a roadmap for boost-
ing inflows into the special for-
eign currency non-resident
(FCNR(B)) deposit scheme and
address operational hurdles
that may be constraining forex
mobilisation.

The CEOs of private sector
banks will meet the Governor
in the morning, followed by
chiefs of state-owned banks in
the afternoon. Apart from
FCNR(B) deposits, the dis-
cussions are also expected to
cover deposit mobilisation,
credit growth and other bank-
ingissues. FE

five-year deposits, supported by
the suspension of the interest
rate ceiling on fresh FCNR(B)
deposits under the scheme.

A HANDFUL OF Al STOCKS DOMINATE TAIEX & KOSPI

How overleveraged retail
debt crippled South Korea’s
markets as Al fears deepen

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, July 13

THE SOUTH Korean market,
once the best performer so far
this year among equity mar-
kets, crashed 9% again on Mon-
day and is down 27% over the
past three weeks as panic re-
gardingthe Al rally being over-
stretched deepens.

Therising debt among retail
investors in the country has
also amplified this problem at
a time when foreign investors
are already selling heavily.

However, Taiwan, which is
another Al-dominated market,
hasbeen much moreresilient so
far during this meltdown. The
country’s benchmark TAIEX
index is down just around 2.3%
in the preceding three weeks.

Both the TAIEX and South
Korea’s Kospi index are domi-
nated by a handful of Al stocks
— Samsung Electronics and SK
Hynix make up 54-60% of the
Kospi, while TSMC has
around 40% weighton
the TAIEX. So, why has
there been a diver-
gence in the perform-
ance of both markets?

Rising debt among
retail investors

The South Korean market
faces structural issues of its
own, with retail investors being
sucked out of money duetoris-
ing debt to absorb the massive
selling by foreign investors
since the start of 2026.

US-based leveraged prod-
ucts, which double the gains
and losses of retail investors,
started gaining popularity in
the post-Covid era, which led to
billions of dollars of Korean
money flying to the US.

To counter this, the South
Korean regulators launched
domestic single-stock lever-
aged products late in May. Be-
cause the financial regulators

HCLTechreports
Qlprofitat
Rs4,624 crore,

beatsestimates

Poulomi Chatterjee
Bengaluru, July 13

HCLTECHNOLOGIES on Mon-
day reported a better-than-ex-
pected performance forthe June
quarter, with consolidated net
profit rising 3% sequentially to
Rs 4,624 crore, ahead of Bloom-
berg consensus estimates. The
company also posted its highest-
ever first-quarter net new book-
ings of $2.4 billion.

The IT services major re-
tained its FY27 revenue growth
guidance of 1-4% and the mar-
gin guidance 0f17.5-18.5%, in
constant currency terms. The
firm also announced its entry
into the full-stack AI market
with a proposed investment of
up to Rs 3,500 crore to build Al
data centres with the potential
to scale to 50 MW of capacity.

Theinvestment willbe made
through anewsubsidiary andits
step-down subsidiaries, HCL-
Techsaid. The FY27guidancere-
flects only organic growth and
excludes any contribution from
acquisitions, including the re-
cently concluded $240-million

| Jaspersoft deal. FE

US N-fuel firm counters BARC’s safety concerns over thorium fuel

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, July 13

CHICAGO-BASED nuclear fuel
company Clean Core Thorium
Energy (CCTE) has refuted con-
cerns over the use of its ad-
vanced nuclear fuel, ANEEL, in
existing pressurised heavy
water reactors (PHWRS), claim-
ingthat the thorium-based fuel
improves key reactor safety
characteristics and can be de-
ployed without requiring modi-
fications to reactor designs or
control systems.

In a paper published in the
journal Nuclear Engineering
and Design, researchers from
Clean Core, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, To-
ronto-based Innovative Nu-
clear Solutions, and San Diego-

based Structural Integrity As-
sociates challenged the find-
ings of an earlier study by scien-
tists at the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC). The
BARC paper had argued that
deploying ANEEL in India’s
existing PHWR fleet would
require reactor redesigns and
could increase safety risks
under accident conditions.
The paper also claimed the
advanced nuclear fuel has the
potential to generate around six
times more energy than con-
ventional natural uranium fuel.
CCTE, only the second
American company to have se-
cured an export license from
the US Department of Energy to
sell nuclear technology toIndia
in nearly two decades, has de-
veloped this patented thorium-

e THORIUM FUEL PUSH

THE BARC paper had argued that
deploying ANEEL inIndia’s existing
PHWR fleet will require reactor re-
designs and could increase safety
risks under accident conditions

CCTEHAS developed the pat-
ented thorium-based fuel called
ANEEL that combines thorium
with high-assay low-enriched
uranium for use in PHWRs

ANEEL CAN be deployedin
India’s PHWR fleet, which
accounts for the majority of the

country’s operational nuclear
reactors, as per the company

based fuel called ANEEL (Ad-
vanced Nuclear Energy for En-
riched Life) that combines

thorium with high-assay low-
enriched uranium (HALEU) for
use in PHWRs.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Asperthe company, ANEEL
can be deployed in India’s
PHWR fleet, which accounts for
the majority of the country’s op-
erational nuclear reactors.

In December 2024, state-
owned NTPCLtdand CCTE had
announced a strategic partner-
ship toexplore the development
and deployment of ANEEL for
existing nuclear stations in
India, subject to regulatory
clearances. Apart from explor-
ing development and deploy-
ment of ANEEL fuel in India,
NTPC and CCTE intend to col-
laborate for exploring the poss-
ible indigenisation of its manu-
facturing with local supply
chain development, establish-
ing supply chain for HALEU,
and supply of Uranium toIndia
with sovereign guarantee.

InJanuary, a paper published
in the journal Current Science
authored by scientists at the
BARC had flagged concerns
about using ANEEL fuel in the
country’s existing PHWRs. It
concluded thatthorium-HALEU
fuel was “far from a drop-in op-
tion” and that existing reactors
were unsuitable without sub-
stantial changes.

The CCTE paper, however,
refuted this and described
ANEELasa “plug-and-play” re-
placement for natural uranium
fuel bundles, saying it retains
the same external dimensions
and geometry as conventional
fuel and modifications are li-
mited to internal pin geometry
and fuel composition.

FULLREPORTON
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e RETAILROUT

® While foreign selling has inten-
sified, with FPIs dumping nearly
$13 billion-worth of South Korean
equitiesin June, retail investors
have run out of money to absorb
the shocks

® ‘Hyper-speculative’ and risky
leveraged products are wildly
popularamong South Korean retail
investors while Taiwanese inves-
tors have instead preferred passive
options suchas high-dividend ETFs

allowed companies making up
over 10% of the market to be
traded using these products to
protect investor safety, these
products were reduced to only
two underlying stocks — SK
Hynix and Samsung.

These domestic leveraged
products gained popularity in-
stantly, leading to retail inves-
tors either borrowing
heavily from brokeragesto
buy more stocks or overus-
ing specific “ultra-short
term” options provided by
brokers, which allow in-
vestors to buy stocks by
paying only a small portion up-
front.

This led to margin debt for
retail investors in the country
swelling to a record high of $39
billionin May, accordingtoare-
port by ValueTheMarkets. Lev-
eraged stockinvestments by re-
tail investors reached the limits
set by local broking firms, said
a Reuters report from June 10.

“The Kospi is now down
22% from its peak reached on
June 19, while the 16 single-
stock leveraged ETFs linked to
Hynix or Samsung Electronics
listed in Korea in late May are
down 30% from their peak in
asset terms on June 25, as is to
amuch lesser extent margin

Jefferies from last week.

Thus, while foreign selling
has intensified, with FPIs
dumping nearly $13 billion-
worth of South Korean equities
in June as concerns regarding
the Al rally deepened, retail in-
vestors have run out of money
to absorb the shocks.

On Thursday, the market
saw over $100 million of retail
stock positions being automati-
cally liquidated by brokers as
accounts ran out of cash, ac-
cording to a report by Seoul
Economic Daily.

The crisis has seen the Ni-
gerian stock market, up around
68% so far this year in dollar
terms, surpass South Korea’s
66% gain in dollar terms, ac-
cording to a Bloomberg report
from last week.

While the “hyper-specu-
lative” and risky leveraged
products are wildly popular
among South Korean retail in-
vestors, Taiwanese investors
have instead preferred passive
options such as high-dividend
ETFs, which provide monthly
or quarterly payouts, making
such investors stick to their in-
vestments even during tempor-
ary crises.

However, many experts re-
main constructive on Al stocks
despite the correction. While Al
stocks, especially those in South
Korea, have seen “healthy” cor-
rections from peaks, these
stocks will remain the go-to op-
tion for investors as long as the
“Al arms race” continues, the
Jefferies report noted.

Christian Mueller-Gliss-
mann, Managing Director for
portfolio strategy and asset al-
location at Goldman Sachs,
said last week that while Al
stocks faced a “cyclical” selloff
worsened by overleveraged re-
tail positions, the overall Al
trend remains structurally in-
tact and is expected to drive

debt,” according to areport by  equities going ahead.

* BRIEFLY

Advanced Al New services
modelshighon outputindex

priority:IT secy

New Delhi: Getting access to
Mythos and other advanced
frontier modelsis high on
the government’s priority,
and while talks and
processes for the same are
on, alternate artificial intel-
ligence (AI) models are also
beingleveraged for now to
track and fix vulnerabilities,
IT Secretary S Krishnan said
on Monday. Mythos has
been able to “lay bare” vul-
nerabilities that existed in
the original code of widely-
used software programmes
but were often left
unresolved because they
were considered low prior-
ity, too costly to fix, or had
simply gone undetected, he
noted. PTI

SEBI tightens
ethics rules for
its employees

Mumbai: The Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) hasimposed a
two-year cooling-off period
for former officials, barring
them from representing
clients beforeitininvesti-
gations, settlement
proceedings and applica-
tions for fundraising or
regulatory approvals,
accordingtoagovernment
notification. The regulator
also extended investment
restrictions to employees’
family members, the notifi-
cation, published on Satur-
day, said. REUTERS

* MARKETS

debuts today

New Delhi: The Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI)
willrelease on Tuesday a
new index to measure the
change in output of the ser-
vices sector, which makesup
for nearly half ofIndia’s GDP
and generates substantial
employment. The Index of
Services Production (ISP)
will bereleased on atrial
basis, providing dataonthe
growthin output ofthe 19
sub-sectors of the services
economy. The new indexwill
have 2024-25 asthe base year
and will bereleased witha
lag of 60 days from the end of
thereference month. FE

Jio Platforms
names new CEO
ahead of IPO

New Delhi: Jio Platforms
hasreplaced Kiran Thomas
as chief executive officer
(CEO) with Pankaj Pawar
ahead of its planned initial
public offering (IPO),
accordingtothe firm’s
draftIPO papers. The draft
papers, submitted to capital
markets regulator SEBI
inJune, mentioned that
Thomasresigned as CEO
on March 23, with Pawar
taking charge the following
day, March 24. Pawar, 53,
alsoserves asmanaging
director of Reliance Jio
Infocomm Ltd. An email
seeking comment from Jio
elicited noresponse. PTI
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Dutch referee
removed from WC
officials panel dies

DUTCH REFEREE Rob Die-
perinkhas died atthe age of
38,two months after he was
dropped from the panel of
match officials for the 2026
World Cup following a police
caseinBritain that was later
dropped. No cause of death
hasbeenrevealed. “We are
shocked and deeply
saddened by the passing of
Rob Dieperink. With Rob, we
lose ahighly valued referee,
butaboveallakind and
dedicated colleague,” the
Dutch football association
saidinastatement.
Dieperinkhad beenselected
as partofthe video assistant
referee (VAR) panel atthe
World Cup, but wasremoved
in May after he had been ar-
rested the previous month
by Metropolitan Police. The
casewasdropped dueto
alackofevidence. “It
saddens me greatly thatI
have been wrongly
accused,” Dieperink said in
aninterview with De Tele-
graaf.REUTERS

Slaven Bilic was the head coach
of Croatia14 years ago. A

Bilic returns as
Croatia coach
after Dalic's exit
SLAVEN BILICisbackas
coach of Croatia after the
team's most successful
coach Zlatko Dalic left fol-
lowing the World Cup. Bilic
returnstoajobheleft14
years ago, after sixyearsin
charge, with experience of
coachinginthe Premier
League. “Iam genuinely
happy to start this challenge
andIfeel fully prepared for
it—asamore mature and
experienced coachthanin
2006, yet with the same
motivation and desire to see
Croatia stay powerful, bold,
and successful,” Bilicsaid in
astatement. He takesovera
team which exited the
World Cup amid ablizzard
ofrecriminations. Its last-
gasp equalizer was ruled off-
side over the lightest of
touches detected by asen-
sorintheball, ensuring a2-1
lossto Portugal in the round
of 32. That ended nine years
in charge for Dalic, wholed
Croatiato their only World
Cupfinalin2018,alossto
France, and then third place
in2022. AP
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Lamine Yamal (top) scored a goal against France in the Euro 2024 semi-final similar to that of Julian Alvarez’s (below) against Switzerland on Sunday. ap

In a tournament where long-range strikes
have redefined the game, the semi-final
revives the night France cannot forget

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
CUP

Sandip G
New York, July 13

LAMINE YAMAL's words are
like his goals. The strikes open
upunseenangles, unthought
spaces, and unforeseen di-
mensions. The wordsslit open
old wounds. With one sen-
tence after the Belgium vic-
tory, "If anyone should be
afraid it should be them, we
knocked them out of the
Euros," he slashed open a
night France wanted to forget.
Everything: the score, the scar,
the star, the goal, the flaw.

It was the night that built
thelegend of Yamal. The goal
that advertised hisinfinite po-
tential and announced the
postcode of his town Roca-
fondatotheworld. He hasyet
to set the World Cup stage on
fire, butthe memory clingson.
Thirty yards from goal, he ca-
reened inside and ferried the
ball to the top corner off the
far post, leavingthe audience,
teammates and theFrenchin
equal partsshocked and mar-
velling.

The pattern could recur
with semifinal-defining con-
sequences. Yamal's recovery

| from injury has been so stag-

gered that he has not hit the
high notes of the Euros, but
France's left side remains his
huntingground, their sinister
vulnerability, their historical
undoing. LucasDigne, whore-
placed Theo Hernandez at
left-back, is susceptible to
lapses, prone to abandoning
his post for attacking pastures,
and slow to retreat when play
turns quickly. The midfielder
behind himwould have night-
mares recalling the goal's
buildup, when Yamal left his
marker grasping vapour with
anudge of the outside of his
boot. France simply wilted
thereafter.

Such a goal would be a fit-
ting tribute to a World Cup
semifinal where strikes from
outside the box, cutting in-
wards, curling away, have be-
comevogue again. Both Messi
and Mbappe have pummelled
two apiece; Morocco's Ismael
Saibari, Egypt's Emam
Ashour, Cape Verde's Sidny
Lopes Cabral have all beaten
goalkeepers with long-
rangers. Thirty-eight goals
have been wrought from out-
sidethearea;the correspond-
ing number in Qatar was
twelve. There were all sorts,
curlers, dippers, flat and fer-
ocious thunderbolts. And
then there is the Julian Alva-
rez clanger: a wickedly un-
stoppable blend of power, curl
and drop that foxed the Swiss
backline and goalkeeper Gre-
gor Kobel with divine mastery.

Vi r"‘[fr
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Outside-the-box curler — Goal of the WC

k.

HIT FROM the instep, and curling away from
the goalkeeper, Julian Alvarez’s goal against
Switzerland and Lamine Yamal’s Euro 2024
goal against France carry asignificant degree
of difficulty — both in the execution of a mov-

ingball, and how tough the curling attempt is
tostop for the goalkeeper. Thirty-eight goals have been
scored from outside the box at the 2026 World Cup.

Fromthe moment theball
left Alvarez's right instep,
Kobel knew its design, that it
would arcintothetop corner.
He could only pray it missed
the target, that it bent more
thanitshould, ordidn'tcurve
atall, or plunged straightinto
him. There were so many vari-
ables, solittle he could do, but
watch the ball pierce the nar-
row space between his palms
and the post. Alvarez joked
afterwardsthathewasplainly
fortunate. But he has
composed such goals before,
with frightening aerial the-
atricsand theairofamanwho
expectsthemtogoin.

Long-rangers are some-
timesbrushed offas gambles,
the goal as freak occurrence.
Buttoshoot fromdistance and
hit the intended target
requires mastery. It is a mov-

ingball, unlike a freekick, de-
fenders are not chained to a
whiteline, bodies are shifting
all around, and through that
chaos the striker must con-
ceive not the perfect path but
the most workable route. Al-
varez struck his with inevita-
bility. Watch the perfection of
his follow-through, which
ended with his right foot and
left arm perpendicular to the
rest of hisbody. Few goals are
struck with such technique.

Itmaybeadirectresponse
tolowblocks and packed pen-
alty areas. One-touch passing
inside the box becomes fruit-
less against eleven men be-
hind the ball; tap-ins and
nudges improbable avenues
inacrowded goalmouth. Out-
sidetheboxthereisrelatively
more space, more time to
sketch a destination. Arsenal

manager Mikel Arteta made
the point last season, when
open-play conversion rates
from distance climbed to 4.9
per centfromalow of three per
cent in 2019. "The more den-
sitythereisinsidethebox, the
more difficult it is to score in
open play, so you have to find
other ways." He reached for a
parallel with basketball's re-
discovered love of the three-
pointer. "It happened in bas-
ketball, going from twos to
threes," he said.

VAR's intense scrutiny of
penalty-box contact has
played its part too. And there
are those who implicate the
ballitself, Trionda. "It arrives
faster and swerves more than
expected," former England
goalkeeper Joe Hart has said.
But it is strictly not for im-
posters. For that reason it re-
mains an outlier, and an elu-
sive art. The semifinal's fate
could hinge on it.

Both sides carry distance-
shootingthreatsin abundance,
Mbappe and Ousmane Dem-
bele for France; Baena, Cubarsi
and Yamal for Spain. But the
French full-backs, Jules
Koundeand LucasDigne,look
weathered against their Span-
ish counterparts Marc Cucu-
rellaand Pedro Porro, who are
quicker and more aggressive
in the press. The angles are
there for the taking.

None ofthem, though, not
even Mbappe, carry the par-
ticular thrill of Yamal pedal-
lingtherubberyspheretothe
top corner. France would re-
member. And if they had for-
gotten, Yamal'swords have re-
opened the wound. Whether
itfuelsthemorfinishesthem,
the semifinal will answer.

INFRARED SAUNAS TO
SHOCKWAVE THERAPY:
INNOVATIVE WAYS OF
RECOVERY AFTER GAMES

France carry mobile cryotherapy units, while England set up infrared sauna
chambers. With short turnaround times between matches, 'recovery'is key
for allteams. Spain have two abbreviations that cover their tech, while

Argentina have a150-point chart for each player before their skills take over.

England: Infrared saunas

They look like a photographer's red-
lit dark room. Though what's
developinginside these wooden
cabinsthatare set up for England,
arecells-more precisely,
mitochondria. Infrared saunas are
the 2026 edition's hippest recovery
rooms - enclosed wooden chambers
with red light panels that quicken
muscle recovery. Infrared light goes
deep through skin, joints and tissues
tosoothe muscles, reduce soreness,
and speed uprecovery. Itincreases

blood flow and supply of oxygenand
nutrients to tired muscles as the light
actslikeaspark plugto
mitochondria, draining out fatigue.

Accordingto Sunlighten Infrared,
these saunas directly warm the body
atlower, more comfortable,
temperatures. Aremote, like those
thatregulate A/Cs, controls settings
like far, mid, and nearinfraredin
rooms that EberechiEze calls his
central nervous system hack.

Spain: Shockwave therapy

While England footballers sitinred
light rooms, Spain's prosrely on
micro-electric shocks and magnetic
waves.

Spain has been an early adopter of
advanced therapies like EMTT
(Extracorporeal Magneto
Transduction Therapy) and NESA
(Neuromuscular Electrical
Stimulation). EMTT involves sending
quick magnetic wave signals-it's
described asa speed battery
charger - through the body, and

helpsin blocking painsignals, and
acceleratestissue repair. The
magnetic fields infiltrate the body
and quicken tissue regeneration,
explains VennHealthcare.

NESA sees electric micro-current
impulses that urge the nervous
systemtokickstart the process of
blunting painand reduce
inflammation. The European
champions have dedicated years of
research before the therapies were
putintoimplementation.

France: Mobile cryotherapy units

While Kylian Mbappe's Les Bleus
have their own infrared rooms
installed back at their facility in
Clairefontaine, what's tagging
them is mobile cryotherapy units.
The cryotherapy chamber dips to
between-90°C and-150°C and
uses short term exposure (two to
three minutes) to liquid nitrogen

vapour. First, the cold numbs the
pain like an anaesthetic. Blood
vessels shrink, so flow to the injured
areas halts. Gushing stops as
inflammation is controlled. Once
they leave the cryo chambers, the
vessels expand and fresh blood
rushes into muscles to reduce
soreness.

Argentina: Rest & then 150-point task challenge

Head coach Lionel Scaloni pointed
out that fixture congestion had
becomeanopponentinitself for his
team. The lament also saw
backroom staff monitor Messi & Cao's
recovery tough as they are the ninth-
oldestteaminthe tournament.
MundoAmerica.comreported that
each player hastocompletea
recovery card with 150 points every

week, earned by completing tasks,
each with a specific score: 14
minutes of cycling for 40 points, five
of foamrolling for 10, while cold
baths and massages get 30, similar
to4 minutes of upper-body strength
training. The goalis for all of them to
have 150 points on their card.

SHIVANINAIK

FIFA open to 64-team
World Cupin 2030

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 13

AFTER THE success of the 48-
team World Cup, FIFA boss
Gianni Infantino has already
raised expansion talks, wanting
to go up to 64 teams as early as
the 2030 World Cup. The Swiss
lawyer said the tournament
should be “for the whole world.”

“These are all issues that we
will be examining after the
World Cup,” Infantino told Swiss
broadcaster Blue Sport.

Infantino emphasised the
importance of the World Cup
being open to as many nations
as possible, and not just teams
from Europe and South
America. “Every nation should
be allowed to dream of partici-
pating in the World Cup,” he
added

After the surprise perform-
anceofisland nation Cape Verde
it is hard to ignore the rise in
quality among smaller coun-
tries. “You can see that the
quality of the teamsis extremely
high, and it’s getting higher and
higher, all over the world.”.

Infantinosaid expandingthe
edition would give more such
countrieshopeand, “Ifyoudon’t
give smaller countries a chance
to participate in the World Cup,
they’lllackthe incentivetokeep
improving.”

Infantino deemed the first
48-team World Cupa “hugesuc-
cess,” pointing to the fact that
nine out of ten African teams

GianniInfantino is pushing for
2 consecutive expansions. Ap

successfully advanced to the
knockout rounds, though only
two, Morocco and Egypt, prog-
ressed to the round of 16. Mo-
roccowas once again the African
nation that went furthest, the
quarter-finals, but met the same
fate as 2022 as they got elimin-
ated by France.

Hecited thesmaller number
of African nations in 2022 as an
added incentive to expand. “At
the last World Cup, there were
only five teams from Africa,” he
said. “Thatjust goestoshowhow
important it is to include all
teams —to give them this oppor-
tunity to participate.”

The 2030 World Cup will be
primarily co-hosted by Morocco,
Portugal, and Spain. Tomarkthe
tournament’s centenary, the
three opening matches are
scheduled to take place in Ar-
gentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay,
honoring Uruguay as the host of
the inaugural competition in
1930.

e MORE VAR, MORE CHAOS

Is this the most high-tech, worst refereed World Cup?

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, July 13

THE BEST referees, as the old
saying goes, are the ones no-
body remembers. They let the
game breathe, keep the contest
flowing and, by the final
whistle, have quietly faded into
the background.

This World Cup, the most
high-tech of all, has unfolded
very differently.

Barely a match has passed
without the officials becoming
as much a talking point as the
football itself. The latest came
in England's quarterfinal,
where a bizarre sequence pre-
ceded the equaliser. Norway ar-
gued the ball had clipped an
overhead support cable before
droppingbackinto play. Tothe
naked eye, the trajectory ap-
peared to change. Television re-
plays seemed to suggest a de-
flection. Yet, FIFA's ball sensor
registered no spike, leading of-
ficials to conclude there had
been no contact.

It was the kind of surreal de-
bate that has come to define
this tournament. Instead of dis-
cussing England's movement
or Norway's defending, the
conversation centred on cables,
sensors and technology.

Refereeing controversies
are hardly unique to this World
Cup. The 2002 tournament re-
mains scarred by the decisions
that went South Korea's way
against Italy and Spain. Gra-

ham Poll's extraordinary three-
yellow-card error in 2006 is
part of World Cup folklore.
Frank Lampard's disallowed
goal against Germany in 2010
helped usher in goal-line tech-
nology. Even Qatar 2022 had
Antonio Mateu Lahoz's chaotic
quarterfinal between Ar-
gentina and the Netherlands.

The difference is that those
tournaments are remembered
for a handful of infamous inci-
dents. This one has felt like a
conveyor belt.

There have been conten-
tious penalties, disputed hand-
balls, inconsistent VAR inter-
ventions and baffling offside
calls. Similar challenges have
produced different outcomes
from one match to the next.
Coaches and players have com-
plained not merely about indi-
vidual mistakes but about the
absence of a consistent thresh-
old for intervention.

Even the refereeing philos-
ophy has appeared to lurch
from one extreme to another.
Some matches have been
allowed to flow with a remark-
ably light touch, physical con-
tests where officials seemed
determined not to interrupt
the spectacle. Others have re-
sembled stop-start affairs,
with soft fouls, lengthy VAR
reviews and frequent inter-
ventions Dbreaking any
rhythm. The inconsistency
has often proved more frus-
trating than the decisions

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

Switzerland’s Breel Embolo was sent off during the quarter-final
against Argentina after receiving two yellow cards. ReuTErs

themselves because teams
have struggled to understand
where the line actually is.
Theironyisdifficult to miss.
This is the most technologically
advanced World Cup in history.
Semi-automated offside, en-
hanced VAR systems and new
detection technologies were in-
troduced to reduce contro-
versy. Instead, they have often
created fresh arguments. Fans
arenolonger debatingwhether
officials saw an incident. They
are questioning why technol-

ogy reached one conclusion
while the images appeared to
suggest another.

Then there is the issue of
governance.

FIFA's decision to suspend
Folarin Balogun's automatic
suspension after his red card,
while simultaneously insisting
thereferee'sdecision remained
correct, only deepened the
sense of confusion. Whatever
thelegal justification, the mess-
age appeared contradictory:
the officials were right, the dis-

Kolkata

It turns out that

morerulesand
more layers of review
and techcreate even
more opportunities
for manipulation.”

GARRY KASPAROV,
FORMER CHESS WORLD CHAMPION

ciplinary process was right, but
the punishment would not
stand. That did little to
strengthen confidence in the
integrity of the decisions.
Perhaps, the clearest indica-
tion of how much faith has
eroded is the conversation
beyond the touchline. Every
major Argentina match has
been followed by a torrent of
posts alleging favourable treat-
ment. That argument gained
momentum when Breel Em-
bolo was sent off in Sunday's
quarterfinal, after the VAR’s in-
tervention, minutes after Swit-
zerland scored the equaliser.
Whether those claims stand
up to scrutiny is almost beside
the point. When every conten-

tious decision involving one
team is instantly viewed
through the lens of bias rather
than human error, trust in the
officiating has already been lost.

As Garry Kasparovnoted in
his Washington Post column,
“It turns out that more rules
and more layers of review and
tech create even more oppotr-
tunities for manipulation. Ma-
chines measuring offsides
seemingly by a millimeter and
ball sensors that apparently can
detect hair (if only Croatian
hair) do not solve the transpar-
ency problem. Who decides
what toreview,and when? Who
makes the final decision?”

To add to Kasparov’s list of
questions: Is this the worst-of-
ficiated World Cup?

That's a difficult claim to
prove. Every generation be-
lieves the mistakes of its era are
the worst, and football's biggest
tournament has never been
free of refereeing controversy.

But this may be the first
World Cup where controversy
hasbecome cumulative. Every
fresh incident is viewed
through the prism of the last
one. Every decision beginswith
a presumption of doubt.

The old adage says the best
referees are the ones nobody
notices. At this World Cup, they
have beenimpossible toignore.
And that, more than any indi-
vidual mistake, may be the
tournament's most enduring
officiating legacy.
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INTO HISTORY BOOKS

At Lord’s, India take honours

Sneh Rana picks
up four wickets

as Harman & Co
seal 270-run win
against England

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, July 13

SNEH RANA was not part of In-
dia's Women's T20 World Cup
squad. Even when Shreyanka
Patil was ruled out through in-
jury, the selectors looked else-
where. On Monday at Lord's,
Rana had the final word.

With Sophie Ecclestone
mounting a stubborn resis-
tance that threatened to pro-
long India's wait, Rana floated
one up outside off. Ecclestone
lunged forward to smother the
spin, but the ball dipped late,
gripped and burst through the
gap between bat and pad before
crashing into the stumps.

If cricket grounds are made
of memories, Lord'sis haunted
by legends - mostly men, all in
white. Forty years after their
first Test tour of England, In-
dian women tore up the script.

Just two weeks after the
heartbreak against Australiaon
this same ground, India
stormed back and found re-
demption. Beating England by
270 runs, Harmanpreet Kaur’s
team didn’t just win their first
Test at Lord’s — they rewrote
history books. This was India’s
third Test win on English soil,
and their most iconic. Their
first came at Taunton in 2006,
their second at Wormsley in
2014. Lord’s, the most famous
address in cricket, became the
stage where India completed a
journey that had begun nearly
four decades earlier.

Before this Test, India’s
women had played nine
matches in England since that
first tour in 1986, winning two
and drawing seven. They had
competed against some of the
strongest sides in the world,
produced memorable perform-
ances and come close on sev-
eral occasions. The victory was
not built around one individ-
ual. It was areflection of ateam
that found a different hero
whenever the match de-
manded one.

Kranti Gaud announced
herself on one of cricket’s
grandest stages. The young
pacer showed remarkable
composure, repeatedly chal-
lenging England’s batters with
movement, accuracy and dis-
cipline, finishing with seven
wickets. Yastika Bhatia pro-
duced the knock that changed
the direction of the match. She
combined patience with ag-
gression to score amagnificent
113, and her century was pivotal
to India posting a daunting
score for England to chase in
the second innings. Smriti
Mandhana once again under-
lined her importance with twin
half-centuries, while Deepti
Sharma's first-innings fifty
steadied India after awobble to
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ensure they reached a score
they could compete with.

The contributions around
them were just as important.
Rana contributed with bat and
ball, while Sayali Satghare
backed up herimpressive Perth
performance against Australia
earlier in the year with another
assured bowling display at
Lord's. Harmanpreet Kaur's
fifty in the firstinnings and her
bowling changes in both in-
nings, held India together.

When Monday began, India
needed four wickets to com-
plete a historic victory. Eng-
land, however, was not ready to
surrender, and the lower-order
made India work for every
breakthrough. Rana provided
the first breakthrough. Amy
Jones had fought hard and
reached 54, but a pull shot that
could have brought valuable
runs instead found Shafali
Verma at mid-wicket.

Harmanpreet continued to
rotate her bowlers, trusting
every option at her disposal.
The decision soon paid off
when Deepti produced a mo-
ment of magic against Issy
Wong. Tossing the ball up, she
drew Wong forward before
beating the outside edge and
crashinginto the off stump. She
was not finished. She produced
another moment of brilliance
to dismiss Lauren Bell, ripping
one through the gap between
bat and pad and hitting the top
of the off stump.

For Harmanpreet and
Mandhana, the only players
part of the Wormsley win in
2014, Lord’s became another
landmark. For the younger
players, it became a memory
they will carry forever. India’s
women did not just win a Test
match at Lord’s. They claimed
their place in its history. Forty
years after beginning theirjour-
ney in England, they con-
quered the Home of Cricket.

BRIEF SCORES: India 285
and 341/7 declared beat Eng-
land 170 and 186 all out in 62.5
overs (Amy Jones 54; Sneh
Rana4/42) by 270 runs

Indian players celebrate after beating England in the first women’s Test played at Lord’s. creivas

Kranti’s 7-for, Yastika’s ton
prove hard work pays oft

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, July 13

WHEN KRANTI Gaud picked
up her phone after the second
day's play at Lord's, she wasn't
calling home to talk about the
five wickets she had just taken.

Instead, she turned the cam-
era towards the honours board.

Thousands of kilometres
away, in Ghuwara, asmallnagar
panchayatin MadhyaPradesh's
Chhatarpur district, her father
Munna Singh watched. His
daughter, who had once asked
himtolethergive upstudiesand
pursue cricket, had justearneda
place on one of the game's most
sacred walls.“Itwasa very happy
moment forour family,” Munna
told The Indian Express. “Every-
one at home was so happy.”

Kranti returned figures of
5/37 in the first innings, includ-
ingthe prized wicket of England
captain Nat Sciver-Brunt. She
added 2/54 in the second to fin-
ish with match figures of 7/91
and the Player of the Match
award, while Yastika Bhatia's 113
made her the first woman to
score a Test hundred at Lord's.
Together with Smriti Mand-
hana's twin fifties, the perform-
ances powered India to a 270-
runvictory.

The scoreboard will re-
member the wicketsand runs. It
won't tell you what came before
them. “I never imagined that
one day she would have her
name on the honours board at
Lord's,” Munnasaid. “When she
said she wanted to play cricket,
our whole family agreed. We
stood behind her. We hoped she
would achieve something, and
today she has.”

For aformer police constable
raisingsix children, itwasaleap
of faith. Kranti began with ten-
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Stephen Fleming joined CSK back in 2008. creimas

Chennai Super Kings part ways with
coach Fleming after 16 seasons

AFTER 16 seasons as head
coach, Stephen Fleming
and Chennai SuperKings
parted ways mutually on
Monday. Ever since the
franchise did not make the
IPL Playoffs for a third con-
secutive season this year,
the New Zealander’s future
as head coachhad become
uncertain, with the
management weighing its
options. And after areview
conducted alongside the
ongoing Major League
Cricket, where CSK’s sister

franchise Texas Super
Kings finished bottom, itis
understood that thisled to
the decisionto seekanew
coach. Although the name
of HemangBadani has
emerged as a possible suc-
cessor, Viswanathan said
the franchise hasn’t started
the process yet. “We have
just finished this process,
and we will start exploring
the next options. We have
not decided on any particu-
lar nameyet,” he said.
VENKATAKRISHNAB

CWG organisers
reject Indian

athlete’s entry

PARA SWIMMER Tejas Nan-
dakumar will not compete
in the Glasgow Common-
wealth Games, starting on
July 23, ashisentry has
beenrejected by the organ-
isers due to aclassification
issue. The 20-year-old’s was
inthelist of competitorsis-
sued by the government last
week. He was to compete in
the men's 50m freestyle S7
event in Glasgow and his
slot was earlier accepted by
the organisers. PTI

Satwik-Chiragto
lead India’s
campaign

FRESH FROM ending a two-
yeartitledroughtand
returning after a brief
injury layoff, doubles stars
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty will
spearhead India’s
campaign atthe Japan
Open Super 750 badminton
tournamentbeginningin
Tokyo on Tuesday. PTI

Kranti Gaud took seven English
wickets in the match. creivas

nis-ball cricket in the police
quarters before coach Rajiv Bil-
thare spotted her talent. Soon,
otherstooknotice. “People used
to tell us she had the talent and
that no one could stop her,”
Munnarecalled. “Wherever she
played, she made aname for her-
self. We kept believing that one
day she would play for India.”

In just over 12 months as an
international cricketer, Kranti
haswon the ODI World Cup and
helped script one of India's great-
est overseas Test victories.

Munna credits the senior
players for helping her settle in
the Indian dressingroom. “Har-
manpreet Kaur has supported
heralot,” he said, “as has Deepti
Sharma. All the senior players
have encouraged her.”

If Kranti's story gathered
pace quickly, Yastika's was inter-
rupted time and again. For
former India wicketkeeper
Kiran More, who has worked
with the left-hander since 2021,
thehundred at Lord'scarried the
weight ofeverysetbackthathad
come before it. “What she has
gone through in the last three
years...” Moresaid, pausingtore-
flect on a run of injuries that in-

cluded ankle, calf, wrist and
knee setbacks. “She was very
upset. She keptasking, ' Why did
this happen to me?”

Thetoughest blow camelast
September, when aseriousknee
injury forced several months of
rehabilitation and ruled her out
of the ODI World Cup and the
2026 WPL. “T always told her,
'Keep believing in yourself. This
is part of life and part of every
sportsperson's career. You have
to make acomeback."”

The comeback was built
away from the cameras, inreha-
bilitation sessions, lonely days
and the hope that hard work
would be rewarded. “The way
shebatted, her determination...
this Test match proved she is
mentally very strong,” More
said. “To come back and fight
like this is not easy.”

When the century arrived on
Sunday, the raw emotion took
over. Yastikatook her helmet off,
showed herbat toall partsofthe
ground, and knelt down on the
historic Lord's turf, and kissed
the grass. More began working
with Yastika after former India
batter and coach WV Raman
recommended the left-hander
tohim. “Ramandeservesalotof
credit,” More said. “He recom-
mended her to me. That's how
she came to work with me. He
saw somethingin herveryearly.”

“I never thought about it
(about her scoring a hundred at
Lord’s),” he admitted. “But as a
coach, you always believe in the
person you are coaching.” “She
keeps things very simple,” he
said. “She is very disciplined in
her work ethic, her fitness, her
sleeping habits. Work ethic al-
ways saves you.Ialwaystold her
that if she kept working hard,
one day it would be her day.”

AtLord’s, it was.

England still has lessons only
Rohit and Virat can teach

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, July 13

WHEN INDIA'S young T20
batters arrived in Birmingham
after a horror fortnight in Eng-
land, they had two teammates
in the dressing room who had
lived through exactly this kind
of struggle before, Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma. Both know,
better than most in that squad,
that no batsman comes
through an England tour un-
scathed, whatever the format.

Kohli still winces at how
James Anderson worked him
over in 2014, ball after ball
shaped away, an entire series
spent chasingaline he couldn't
leave alone.

Rohithasspent yearstrying
to forget a shot at Southamp-
ton, tea approaching, when he
went after Moeen Ali and
picked out the fielder at mid-
on. He would not get another
chance to bat in a Test in Eng-
land until the World Test
Championship final in 2021,
seven years later. Kohli's re-
demption came soonetr,in 2018,
adifferentbatsmanbythetime
he returned, one who had re-
built his game specifically for
these conditions.

Both are now in the last
stretch of their careers, ODIs
the only format either still plays
for India. Rohit is 39, Kohli 37,
and neither selectors nor
coachingstaff have offered any
assurance they are part of the
2027 World Cup plans. It re-
mains a series-by-series ar-
rangement. A year after they
stepped away from T20Is, both
looked surplus to the Test side
too. Since then, they have made
the case for themselves in the
only format that remains, re-
peatedly, through performance
rather than reputation.

The numbers carry more
weight than the sentiment, and
the T20 fortnight made them
newly relevant. In ODIs, the
format both will retire from as
undisputed GOATSs, conditions
have never troubled them the
way Tests oncedid. Since Rohit
was installed as an opener by
MS Dhoniin2013, he has scored
1,426 runs in 27 ODI innings in
England, at an average of 64.9,
seven centuries, and a strike
rate of 90.78, barely two points
below his career mark. Kohli
has managed 1,349 runs in 33
innings at 51.88, striking at
91.21. Of his 54 international
centuries, only one hascomein
England. Set beside their Test
records in the country, spottier,
harder-won, the ODI numbers
are the clearer proof of what
both have built here.

What the numbers describe
is a method: knowing when to
slow down. English seam con-
ditions keep bowlers in the
game longer than most sides
are used to, and neither bats-
man has ever tried to hit
through that. Both have simply
become more compact, willing
to wait, trusting that the bad
ball will still arrive.

It is precisely what India's
newer batting group has
struggled to do, adapt the
tempo to the pitch rather than
import the tempo they already
have. Flash and power carry a
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Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma will return to action on Tuesday when
the ODI series against England gets underway. creivas

T20side; they doless for a bats-
man facing a Dukes ball
moving off the seam in the
30th over.

The pull shot is where this
shows most clearly. Julian
Wood, the power-hitting coach
who has worked across fran-
chise T20 leagues, has pointed
to Rohit's technique as the
example to follow in these con-
ditions: "He gets his hands up
very high, gets in good posi-
tions, extends his hands
through the ball... he gets on
top of the ball." It is control, not
force, precisely the adjustment
India's younger batters have
struggled to make against the
short ball this England tour.

No quick fix

The ODI series will not fix a
side still finding its balance.
Picking batting depth means
fewer specialist bowlers; field-
ing six bowling options pushes
the tail down to No. 8. There is
no clean solution available to
the team management here.
But before any of that gets re-
solved, there is something
Kohli and Rohit are positioned
to pass on that the scorecard
won't show, the discipline of
batting in gears.

Rohit, in his last months as
captain, was struck by how
little his younger teammates
understood aboutlooking after
the ball in Test cricket. Kohli,
duringone of his rare Vijay Ha-
zare Trophy appearances, hid
his annoyance when a fielder
made a basic error of standing
too square to a bowler operat-
ingaround the stumps, walked
from mid-on to correct him,
showing him the angles him-
self rather than letting it go.
Small corrections, delivered
without ceremony, the kind
that only come from having
made the same mistakes once.

The ODI side is not as green
as the T20 group, but the gaps
are still there. Yashasvi Jaiswal,
left out of this tour, still
struggles to pace an innings.
Ishan Kishan needs to show he
can shift gears depending on
the situation. Shreyas Iyer is
still chasing consistency. None
of itis a crisis. All of it needs a
hand in the middle to fix.

Until their futures are de-
cided, Rohit and Kohli have this
much to give: batting on seam-
ing pitches, riding the bounce,
pacing an innings, milking the
attack when boundaries aren't
there. It is the one part of their
game that has not faded, and
the dressing room still needsit.

Had achat with
Kohli about
players for2027

ODIWC:Gill

Express News Service
Mumbai, July 13

WITH Alittle over a year left for
the 2027 ODI World Cup, team
combinations are in the pro-
cess of being shaped and India
skipper Shubman Gill has had
discussions with Virat Kohli on
the players they would need to
succeed in southern Africa.

On Monday, Gill stressed on
the importance of having Kohli
and fellow veteran Rohit
Sharma around in the S0-over
format, saying that the former
captains remained “integral” to
the team and their perform-
ances in different conditions
spoke for themselves.

Gill, who has taken over the
Test and ODI captaincy fairly
recently, said he hashad a chat
with Kohli about the road
ahead. The 26-year-old said
they spoke about identifying
players who could fit the bill
leading into next year’s World
Cup. “The conversation was re-
garding the combination - what
combination could be best for
us, which players may notbein
the team right now but could
help us in the future, which
bowlers, all-rounders and
spinners. We were talking
about that,” Gill said.

The skipper said both vet-
erans still had a lot to offer to
the team. “I think Virat bhai
and Rohit bhai have been the
backbone of the Indian batting
line-up for the past decade.
They remain a very integral
part of our team. The experi-
ence and skill they bring is ob-
viously very valuable. We have
seen what they have done over
the past decade in different
conditions, consistently and on
different occasions,” Gill said.

The ODI series comes im-
mediately after a 0-2'T20I series
defeatin Ireland and the subse-
quent 0-4 thrashing at the
hands of England. The absence
of Hardik Pandya, Nitish
Kumar Reddy and Harshit
Rana has left India without a
seam-bowling all-rounder. Gill
said it was “unfortunate” that
India did not have their services
at a time when they wanted to
give them game time.
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How Sinner out-served a faster, harder-hitting Zverev

Bhuvan Gupta
New Delhi, July 13

IN THEORY, Alexander Zverev
should have been the happier
man walking off Centre Court
on Sunday. He out-aced
Sinner 17 to 15 and landed 80
per cent of his first serves to
Sinner's 66. He lost anyway, 6-
7(7),7-6(2), 6-3, 6-4.

The difference wasn't
power, it was what each man
did with the points that fol-
lowed. Sinner won 80 per cent
of points on his first serve to
Zverev's 71, and 65 per cent on
his second to Zverev's 61. He
also out-returned Zverev, 43 re-
turn points to 34. Whenever the
match needed deciding, Sinner
had more ways to decide it.

Thatefficiency hasbeenre-
built from close to nothing.
Two years ago this would have
sounded absurd. Atthe2025US
Open final, also against Carlos
Alcaraz, Sinner's first serve
landed just 48 per cent of the
time. Helost. Days later, leaked
practice footage showed him
back on court working on the
shot that had failed him under
exactly that pressure. He won
his next tournament.

The rebuild started in 2022,
under Riccardo Piatti, with a
platform serve, feet planted
wide, the racket arm arriving
from well behind the body.
First-serve percentage sat
below 60. When Piatti gave way
to Simone Vagnozzi, the serve
was the first thing he wanted to
fix. Jim Courier remembers
cornering him at the 2022
Miami Open to ask the plan.
"Theserve,it'sgotahitchinit,"
Vagnozzi told him. "We've got
to get rid of the hitch and
smooth it out. I want the toss
more in front so he can be more
offensive."

By mid-2023, Vagnozzi and
Darren Cahill had switched
Sinner to a pinpoint stance,
back foot drawn up to meet the
front at contact, modelled on
John Isner, a six-foot-ten
American who serves nothing
like Sinner otherwise plays. It
made no obvious sense on
paper. It took years to show in
the numbers: gains in 2023,
more in 2024, and by 2026, a
first-serve percentage above 65
with roughly 80 per cent of
those points won.

Paolo Bertolucci, the former
Italian Davis Cup player who

Jannik Sinner won 80 per cent
of points on his first serve. ap

haswatched the rebuild unfold
in Gazzetta dello Sport, has
pointed to smaller, recent ad-
justments beneath the mech-
anical one, the toss brought
closer to the body, the right
elbow held further back while
loading. Together, he has
written, they turned the serve
from a shot Sinner had to pro-
tectinto one that protects him.

"You cannot attack Jannik
Sinner's first serve," Djokovic
said after his own straight-sets
semi-final defeat, in which he
lost only five points behind it.

"You can try to read it, block it,
getit back and play."

Asked to explain the shift,
he didn't stop at mechanics.
"It's become an incredible
weapon in the last two years.
Very unpredictable, great var-
iety, great balance. He is using
his height extremely well."

The scale of itbecomes clear
against history. Sinner is the
first Wimbledon champion
since Federer in 2003 to win
without losing a single service
game across the semi-final and
final. Across both matches, he
faced exactly two break points,
one against Djokovic, one
against Zverev, and saved both.

Changing motion

Sinner's own account, of-
fered after beating Jan-Len-
nard Struffin the quarter-final,
was plainer: he and his team
changed the motion, the toss,
the timing, "many things," not
chasing pace so much aslearn-
ing "the right serve at the right
moment."

That composure had a spe-
cific teston Sunday. Two hours
forty-two minutesin, locked at
3-3 in the third set, Zverev
earned his first break point of

the match, thirty-one straight
holds between them to that
point. He didn't get to use it.
Sinner played a drop shot, Zve-
rev pushed off to chase it, and
slipped, hyperextending the
same knee he'd injured two
yearsearlier. Sinner helped him
up. Play resumed, but some-
thing had changed. "I was
struggling to push off on the
serve," Zverev said afterward.
"My serve speed went down...
the fall didn't help me in the
third set." Two games later,
serving with a compromised
push-off, he was broken for the
first time all match. Sinner
served out the set. In the fourth,
Sinner created three break
points in a single, gripping
seventh game, at one point
scrambling to the turftokeepa
rally alive, converting the third,
an in-form Zverev cracking
under sustained pressure this
time, not misfortune. Sinner
faced onebreak pointin the en-
tire final, and saved it.

Carlos Alcaraz, sidelined all
season by a wrist injury;, is still
to come back to a tour where
the one man who might have
beaten this version of Sinner
hasn't had the chance to yet.
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